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The study is devoted to the formation of Soviet culture and ideological metanarrative in Russia.
The inclusion of the anniversary of the two revolutions of 1917 in the social and political discourse
testifies to the continuing interest of political elites in the reproduction of memory politics scenarios
similar to Soviet commemorative practices. The article describes the mechanisms of the formation of a
new ideological and symbolic space of the Soviet state. The key aspects of the construction of Soviet
identity and the role of visual and artistic means in the ideological framing and legitimation of political
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power are revealed. The continuity of Soviet commemorative practices in modern memory politics in
Russia is traced. The change in the political regime in Russia is accompanied by the appearance of new
Soviet state holidays, which in form resemble the rituals of the old regime. A special role is played by
the symbolic means of representation of political power, which reflect the state ideology in the space
of mass culture. The celebration of the First of May, the Day of the October Revolution and the Vic-
tory Day, along with the introduction of the New Year, mass parades and the Constitution Day, be-
comes an integral part of the symbolic politics of the Soviet state. Traditional values in new forms of
mass education, reflecting Soviet social realities, were maintained in order to save the loyalty to the
new "popular" regime. A case of Sevastopol as a discursive platform in which the mythopanorama of
the city was realized full of collective memories of the Soviet and imperial periods that supported state
identity, is considered. It is concluded, that the actualization of the events of the beginning of the twen-
tieth century in the state holiday discourse contributes to the consolidation of the national community
of Russia. The author emphasizes that the appeal of the power elites of modern Russia to the resource
of the collective past makes studying the symbolic practices of legitimizing power in the Soviet period
urgent.
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