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Abstract. The main purpose of the study is the analysis of the peculiarities of
development and functioning of the South Ossetian political communication in
its presidential and parliamentary aspects. The South Ossetian political discourse
is defined as a speech act of an institutional political communication develop-
ment realized in the conditions of Ossetian-Russian bilingual community. Social
life of the Ossetians was traditionally based on the relations within the South
Ossetian community which represents quite a sophisticated social mechanism,
implying territorial links between different segments of the community, stability
of interpersonal and intergroup relations. Thus, traditions and mentality of the
Ossetians find their reflection in the South Ossetian political discourse which is
characterized by some ethno - specificity presupposing both the combination of
all speech acts used in political discussions, and the rules of public politics,
time-honoured and testified by tradition and experience. The strategies and tac-
tics of oral political discourse and linguistic means of their expression are stud-
ied on the material of speeches of the leading South Ossetian politicians. The
basic method of the research is the method of cognitive-discursive analysis
which involves definition and description of the specificity of realization of
speech interaction with reference to the contextual environment that influences
the choice and usage of language means. The study is based on the material of
Russian language scripts of such genres as press-conference and interviews.
Live dialogue is interesting due to the fact that in contrast to official rhetoric it
demonstrates the dominant, system-forming strategies and tactics of political
discourse producers. Realization of the strategies of openness and feedback is
regarded to be the specific feature of the political communication of South Osse-
tian political leaders. Role self-presentation of the representatives of two
branches of supreme power is based on the South Ossetian cultural tradition,
characterized by a certain hierarchy and community-based relations: the politi-
cians exercise supreme power either through their individual “selves” or, in line
with the principle of plurality, explicating the collective “we”. Speech behav-
iour of the South Ossetian political leaders acquires the structure of the Russian
political discourse, as the South Ossetian political discourse is developing in as-
sociation and close connection with the Russian political discourse.

Keywords: political communication; bilingual community; genres of political
communication; system-forming strategies and tactics.
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Development of political communication within the framework of the
modern political linguistics has become important due to the numerous polit-
ical processes such as formation of new states establishing their home and
foreign policies and trying to be integrated into the world context.

Republic of South Ossetia is a new state which appeared on the geo-
political map in 1990 immediately after the declaration of its independence.
The model of its political and administrative structures has been developing
for about a decade since that time, the first stage being the establishment of
unicameral parliament (64 members). It was elected on the basis of general
suffrage on January, 9, 1990 and was called at that time “The Supreme Sovi-
et”. The core of the Parliament was represented by the active members of the
organization “Adamon Nykhas” (“People’s Assembly™).

Presidency as the Institution appeared some time later in accordance
with the general laws of political development and was preceded by the do-
mestic political crisis which could have erupted into civil war.

Inauguration of the first president of the Republic of South Ossetia
took place in 1996.

Formation of a new political system and establishment of its ideology
as well as tendencies of development - the main factors of putting down the
roots of national identity, resulted in appearance of new political leaders de-
veloping and exercising their own techniques of the authority-to-people po-
litical communication which is conditioned by ethnic peculiarities.

Scientific research in the field of the South Ossetian presidential and
parliamentary discourses as a new language reality represented by communi-
cative personalities of L.Kh. Tibilov and A.I. Bibilov, broadens the bounda-
ries of political communication studies, and to a great extent influences effi-
ciency of the country’s political development.

South Ossetian political discourse represents the act of political com-
munication (institutional type) realized in the conditions of the Ossetian-
Russian bilingualism.

Methodology

Our research is based on the assumption that political discourse forms
a combination of 1) all speech acts used in the political discussions; 2) time-
honoured and testified by experience rules of public Politics [1: 6].

The modern anthropocentric scientific paradigm gives priority to a
human dimension in language and is revealed in the exploration of the influ-
ence language has on behavior and consciousness of man, on the language-
society relations (Y.D. Apresyan, N.D. Arutyunova, T.V. Buligina, V.Z. De-
myankov, V.V. Kolesov, Y.S. Stepanov, A.D. Shmelev).

The present research is implemented within the framework of cogni-
tive-discursive linguistic approach. Discourse analysis presupposes identifi-
cation and description of specificity of speech influence, based on a context,
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besides it takes into consideration the impact speech has on the choice of
language means.

Cognitive approach makes it possible to identify connections of men-
tal activity, speech production, cognitive bases, communicative intentions,
pragmatic objectives, value guidance with verbal realization of the message
conditioned by the language, ethno cultural and institutional competence of
the addressee. Moreover cognitive Linguistics offers the prospects of build-
ing cognitive frames, schemes, scenarios and models framing the initial po-
litical communication of the political leaders as the representatives of politi-
cal institutions.

Investigation of political discourse issues is based on the points of
General Theory of Discourse developed both by foreign (T.A. van Dijk,
G. Brown, G. Yule, J. Baudrillard, P. Sériot, M. Stubbs) and Russian linguists
(V.N. Bazilev, E.V. Budayev, V.Z. Demyankov, O.S. Issers, V.I. Karasik,
E.S. Kubryakova, A.P. Chudinov, E.I. Sheigal).

Political communication is the type of communication the subjects of
which are politicians and political journalists; it is the type of communica-
tion dealing with the widely interpreted political issues and considered from
the point of view of political subjects-the authors of political texts [2 and
others].

Discussion

Our interest in the discourse of L.Kh. Tibilov and A.I. Bibilov repre-
senting two brunches of power - Executive and Legislative, can be explained
by growing importance of the oral public communication of the political
leaders, whose communicative personalities play an influential role in the
formation of the South Ossetian political discourse.

The material used in the research (scripts representing different genres
such as press-conferences, interviews, live footage of the politicians, TV
programmes “Good Evening, Ossetia”, “Parliamentary TV Journal”) allowed
to analyze genre diversity of the “authority-people” communication; to de-
scribe pragmatic peculiarities of the speeches given by the political leaders.

On-line and live dialogue unlike official rhetoric reveals dominant,
system-forming strategies and tactics of the political discourse producers.

The whole number of researches deal with the description of strategies
and tactics, which are considered to be instruments of communication
(M.V. Gavrilova, O.S. Issers, V.I. Karasik, A.V. Olyanich, O.N. Parshina,
A.P. Chudinov, E.I. Sheigal).

Traditionally community relations were the basis of social life of the
Ossetians. Ossetic community represents rather complicated social mecha-
nism, based on the territorial links, implying stability of relations both within
the community and interpersonal and intergroup ones. Due to this relations
status and social hierarchy systems are formed [3: 274].
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The lowest layer of this multi-level system of the social system was
formed by family communities united in their turn into larger familial asso-
ciations of clans [4].

Rural communities #seedis were formed on the principle of territorial-
familial association of the Ossetians. This kind of associations were based on
the various forms of neighboring households unions, practicing mutual sup-
port and participating in joint farming and construction activities - ziu, as well
as in celebrations of community festivals devoted to the Saint Patron of a cer-
tain locality - kuvd (Vaneev 1926, 1955; Magometov 1963; Gagloity 1974).

Reforms in 60-70s of the nineteenth century resulted in turning rural
societies of Ossetia into state communities considered to be the lowest ad-
ministrative units, which contributed to the rationality of governance. In the
new communities all the important household and local legal order issues
were solved at the village gatherings [Ibid.].

The system of self-organization of the Ossetians was based on the
universal principles of collegiality and seniority. The principle of seniority
was to be strictly observed on all the levels of the social system. Thus vener-
ation of the seniors (age, status, economic position) constituted a cornerstone
of self-organization of the Ossetians. Hence credibility (personal, traditional,
positional) was the main condition of the implementation of power [3: 288].

The matrix of the South Ossetian society is constituted by some special
ethno cultural codes the basic element of which is communality - “multiple fa-
milial relations, long-term relations within the work communities, participation
in informal groups etc.; harmonious relationships between different generations,
a specific status of an individual which is not offset but on the contrary acquires
a special position according to the community hierarchy” [5].

Results of the Discussion

Developing according to the laws of institutional discourse South Os-
setian political communication tends to be semi-official, which implies au-
thority-people dialogue, personal involvement into lives of the citizens.

Communality of the contemporary South Ossetian society is reflected
in arranging the so called Nykhas (community gatherings) - referendum in-
volving all the layers of the society into discussion of the politically signifi-
cant issues.

Answering the question concerning the coming referendum on the in-
tegration of the RSO into the Russian Federation, L.Kh. Tibilov (representa-
tive of the Executive Brunch, further - REB) notes:

Omom eonpoc eonnyem écex Hac, 6cex scumeneli Haulel pecnyOIuKi.
Oma uodesn nossunacy He celiuac, OHA JO2UYHA, OHA CYWECMB08ALA euje 8
cogemckue 200bl. Toeda s civbluian u Om CMApuiux, U om MAAOUWUX, U Om
POBECHUKO8, 4mo Kak Ovl HU ckaaovigaracy cumyayus, FOxcnas Ocemus 8
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nepcnexkmuge 0o0ndxicHa eoccoedunumscs ¢ Cegepnou Ocemuetl. Bce-maxu
MO 00UH HAPOO, OH PA3OEIIEH.

Hoesa cywecmeyem, mvl ee nomyuuiu om npedkos u Oyoem nepeoa-
séamv Hawemy maaouiemy noxonenuto [6]. This problem is of utmost im-
portance to all of us, the citizens of the Republic. This idea appeared long
ago. It existed even in the Soviet times and it is quite logical.

At that time I heard both from the elders and my peers, that whatever
the situation is, South Ossetia must be re-united with North Ossetia. Anyway
it is one people and it is separated. The idea exists, we got it from our ances-
tors and we will pass it to the younger generation [Ibid.].

In the given fragment REB Tibilov, representing himself as the mem-
ber of the community, emphasizes his commitment to the ethnic dominant in
the realization of the communicative strategy: the following chain “ances-
tors - seniors - peers - juniors” reflects stability of hierarchical system of re-
lations in the national consciousness.

19 aneapsa 1992 200a <...> HApoO 8bICKA3ALCA 34 HE3ABUCUMOCHIbL U
nepcnekmugy eoccoeounerus. Ewe Ovlio Heckonvko pegependymos, Koeoa
Hawl Hapoo BbIPAdICall C60e OMHOWEHUE K BONpocam éxodcoenus. <...> On
January, 19, 1992 <...> our people voted for the independence and the per-
spective of reunion. Our people showed its attitude to the integration at sev-
eral plebiscites 4]. Demonstrating the strategy of unity with the people, REB
actualizes the idea of integrity of the South Ossetian Community united not
only by its historical past, blood ties, but also by nation-wide idea, imple-
mentation of which has been delayed for more than three decades.

A mwamenvro usyyaio Hacmpoenus Haule2o Hapooa. Ima uoes npu-
Haonedxcum Kaxcoomy ocemuny, Mul dcoem 3mo20 ucmopuueckoeo MomeH-
ma, 3Haem HACMpPoU HAwUX tooel, Hapoo cKaxcem OOHO3HAYHO «day. I am
scrutinizing the mood of the nation. This idea belongs to every Ossetian. We
are waiting for this historic moment, we are aware of the tone of our people
and the people will definitely say “Yes” [Ibid.]. REB monitors the values of
his citizens and it gives him confidence in the correctness of the political
platform of the country.

Interaction of the Legislative branch of power with the people is based
on the idea of equality of statuses. <...> me, kmo y eracmu, oHu modice 8ul-
wiiu u3z Hapooa. Tem Gonee umo 6 10200ceMuHCKOM obwecmee Hem MaKux
NOMUMUYECKUX UM, 20€e G1aAcCmb Nepedaemcs Mmoabko 6 paMKax OnpeoeneH-
Hoeo Kpyea auy. Illpesudenm pecnyonuxu, Ilpedceoamenv napnamenma,
OONLUUHCINBO MUHUCTPOS U OeNnymamos — 8bIX00ybl U3 pabouux cemvell u
unmennuzeHyuu. Y nac mem y enacmu oemeu onu2apxo8, u onueapxama Kax
maxogoco ue cyujecmeyem. lloomomy eénacme 6 FOxcnoti Ocemuu 20pasoo
OnudIce K Hapooy, uem @ moil Jce Yxkpauue, u ayuuie 3Haem YasHus Hapooa,
yem 6 mot xce I pysuu. <...> those who are in power are also common peo-
ple. There are no political elites in the South Ossetian community where the
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power circulates within a particular circle of people. The president of the
country, the Speaker, majority of ministers and MPs are from working class
families and from intelligentsia. There are no oligarchs and their children in
power. That is why South Ossetia authorities are much closer to the people
than in the Ukraine or in Georgia [7].

Both political leaders note significance of cooperation and interaction
of Executive and Legislative branches.

<...> Xoyy ommemumy, umo ce <...> MU GIACMU pPecnyOnuKu
<...> pabomaiom, KaxicOas U3 HUX Hecem OMEEMCMEEHHOCMb 3a MO 008e-
pue, Komopoe okazaro Hapooom ecem eemesam eracmu. 1 would like to note
that the branches of power of the Republic work. Each of them bears respon-
sibility for being credited by the people [6].

In this regard the representative of legislative branch (further RLB)
fully supports the President of the country demonstrating commitment to the
consolidation of the two branches of power.

Hapoo odondicen sudemv, umo u ucCnoniHumenwvhas, u 3aK0H00amenb-
Hasa, u cyoedonas enacmov 0e1AIOMm 6ce 603MONCHOE, UMOoObl 2paicoanam
FOoicnoii Ocemuu scunoco komgpopmnuo. The people should see that the three
branches of power - Executive, Legislative and Judicial do their best to make
the life in South Ossetia more comfortable [5].

Unity of the political courses of the two political leaders, their synchronic
interaction are revealed in the strategy of demonstration of unity of the political
leaders representing two branches of power, which is prompted by necessity of
maintenance and strengthening of a new state. Cognitive model “President +
speaker + administrative body” is realized on the basis of the collective “we”.

<...> Mbl UWjem nymu, Komopule He OYOym Hac pazeooums @ CHOPOH.I,
a 6yoym conusxcamo Hawu nosuyuy. We are looking for the ways to unite our
positions but not separate [6].

Distancing from opposability of the styles of governing bodies of a
country as a factor of little importance, the representative of the executive
branch of the government chooses to use a technique of reviewing the situa-
tion in the 3™ person:

Xomen Obi ommemumy, YUMo KAKOU-TUO0 HANPSNCCHHOCIU MeNCOY npe-
3U0eHmom pecnyOnuky u npedcedameiiem napiamema <...> He ObLIO U Hem.
Koneuno, on, asnssce npedcedamenem napiamenma, nposGIsiem Ceot CMulb
pabomol. Y mens ceoti cmunv. OHu 8 Hekomopou cmenenu omaudaromes. Ho
Mbl Pe2ylsapHO 6CIMPedaemMcs U Kadxicoblll paz ommeyaem, Yymo u npesuoeHm, u
npedcedamenb NAPIAMEHMA OONHCHbL CHOCOOCIBO8AMb MOMY, Ymobbl CoOXpa-
HUMb Mup 6 pecnyoOnuKe, COXpaHums cmaduibHocms. Bedv 6 xonye 2011 —
Hayane 2012 e200a pecnyonuka HAXOOULAcb HA 2PAHU GHYMPEHHEU BOUHbL.
I'would like to note that there is no tension between the executive and the legis-
lative branches of our government and has never been. Of course, as a member
of parliament, he manifests his own style of work. I have my own style too. The
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two do differ to a certain extent. But we meet on a regular basis and we point out
at every meeting the fact, that both branches of power must promote maintenance
of peace and stability in the republic, taking into account the fact, that at the end
of 2011, beginning of 2012 our republic was on the verge of internal war [7].

If the political discourse absorbing universal and specific national cul-
tural values and deep cravings of the people, is undoubtedly the reflection of
the social-political life of the society, the pragmatic peculiarities of language
realization and substantiation of strategic and tactical moves serve as “alter-
nating” parameters of the communication, indicating the individual prefer-
ences of the language personality. In the following extract the representative
of legislative branch (RLB), identifying himself with the representative of
the executive branch (REB), nevertheless, introduces tone of personal as-
sessment to the characterization of the inner political climate in the republic:

Mui ¢ npe3udenmom Pecnybnuku cmoeiu epamomuo pewums cunya-
yuio, komopas Ovina ewje mecay HA3ao, ceudac IMom epadyc HanPANCeHHO-
Ccmu c800UMCS K TUYHOCMHBIM MOMEHMAM, 20e 0OHU NbIMAIOMCs YWUNHY b
opyeux nobonvree. Ho, kax 6vl camu nonumaeme, 6ce 3mo He CePbe3HO U
Hanomunaem ckopee uepwvl 6 necounuye. As for the situation, that we were to
face a month ago, we, both branches of power, managed it effectively. Now
some tension might only be felt in personal issues, when people try to hurt
each other. All this resembles games in the sandbox [8].

The metaphorical image of the relations like those of children on the
playground disclaims the seriousness of the conflict.

The national specificity of the political technologies of the representa-
tives of the two branches of the government is - close-contact social com-
munication, which proves to be the most effective in the ethnic environment,
explicated by means of the strategy of openness of power.

The RLB uses technological methods of suggestion in the way of es-
tablishing contact with the audience. The idea of cooperation is carried out
by means of semantic repetitions “listen, discuss, take notice”.

U, mem ne menee, ocosHasas éce smo, s He omeepeaio daxice ux npu-
msasanus. Ewe pas noduepkusaro — mvl 20moesl 63aumo0eticmaosams oagxce
€ He3apecucmpupos8aHHbIMU OPLAHUSAYUAMUY, Oadce ¢ memMU, KMo USHAYAlb-
HO HAcCmMpoeH Ha ompuyauue 1106020 Hawe2o Oevicmeus. OmeemcmseenHo
3aA671410, 51 20MO8 GLICAVUIATNb, 0OCYOUMb, NPUCTYULAMBCS K TI000U KpUmu-
xe. Nevertheless, even after perceiving all this, [ am not going to reject their
claims. I want to emphasize the fact that we are ready to cooperate even with
unregistered organizations, even with those who are sure to oppose to any
action we are going to take. I am informing you, that [ am ready to listen,
discuss and take notice of any kind of criticism [Ibid.].

During his session with people the REB established communicative
register and form, which presupposed readiness for productive collaboration
with the population of the republic.
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The use of semantic repetitions serves as a tactical means, based on
suggestion meant for an implicit inculcation in the minds of addressees of
the basic principles of political activities of this politician to be - openness
and honesty.

Ham neobxooumo pabomamv 6 OMKpbIMOM U NPO3PAYHOM pedcume ¢
HaceneHuem pecnyonuxu, ymoobvl He 803HUKANIO 60NPOCO8 K MOMY, YMO Npo-
UCXo0um 6 NONUMUYECKOU JHCU3HU Hauleeo eocydapcmea. We must work
openly and transparently with the population of the Republic to avoid ques-
tions concerning the political life of our country [9].

The REB when addressing the citizens of the country realizes a set of
strategies “openness-feedback”. The statement of this politician points out the
inadmissibility of the fact that the expectations of any citizen of the republic
may fail to be attended to. The politician has the domestic problems of the cit-
izens under his personal control as well as the governmental matters.

<...> Ham 6cem ecmb Umo ckazams Hapooy. Mol 00m*CHLL 0XO0UMb
00 Hapooa. Mvl omKpbimbl 0151 NPEccyvl, 0MOBbl 8eCMU OUAN02 C HACELEHU-
eM, 8 MOM yucie u NoCpeoCmeoM NPAMbIX IQUPOs, SMO BANHCHASA PAZLACHU-
menvHas paboma. <...>. we all have something to say to our people. We
must reach our people. We are open to mass media; we are ready to com-
municate with the population via live feed as well. This is an important ex-
planatory task [Ibid.].

Concluding his live feed with the citizens of the Republic of South
Ossetia, the REB reaffirms the effectiveness of his communicative strategic
reference points in his intercourse with the people.

A nonyuun maxoe yoosenemeopenue om 3moil cmpeyu, 4mo MHe 3d-
xXomenocsy ewje Oonvule coeramsv Oid HUX, aKmueHee nopabomams 60 UMs
moeo, umobwl 6yoywee y FOxcuoii Ocemuu OvL10 npekpachvim. M ono 6yoem
npekpacuvim <...>. | am so gratified with this session that I would like to do
even more for these people, to work more effectively for the beautiful future
for South Ossetia [Ibid.].

At the same time the RLB when manifesting the strategy of openness
still approbates his communicative strategic “set”, considering the potential
modality of establishing feedback.

U ecnu komy-mo He Hpasumcs, 4mo 015t MeHsl HCUSHEHHbIM KPeoo, KO-
mopoe 5 83511 ¢ cOOOU 8 NOTUMUKY, AGNACMCA UCKPEHHOCMb U NPAMONUHEl-
HOCMb, MO, NOXHCANYU, MO UX TUYHble npodnemvl. U 5 ouens yeuio 8 nosx,
K020a OHU MO2YM MAK’ce OMKPbIMO BbIPA3UMb C80I0 NO3UYUIO, C MAKUMU
00bMU 51 8Ce20d 20MO8 8eCmu OUAL0e, 0axice eciid Mbl HA PA3HbIX NOHCAX.
A 6cecoa mozy eviciywiams 1100020 4eno8eKa, A HUK020d He OMHOCUNLCA
npedszamo k mou unu unou auynocmu. And if somebody dislikes the credo
of frankness and straightforwardness, which I brought to politics with me, it
is his or her problem. And I appreciate it when other people also express
their position openly. I am always ready to communicate with such people
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even if we don’t share political views. I can listen to anybody at any time
and I have never been prejudiced towards any person at all [8].

Communicative-role aspect of personal political discourse explicates
the specificity of self-identification of its characters.

Communicative strategy of self-presentation of RLB is oriented to-
wards creation of image of a politician who positions himself as a spokes-
man of the majority of the deputies, and accomplishes coordination with
government bodies and pubic organizations minding the interests of the party
he represents. That’s why his “speech mask” is realized by collective “we”.

Ha, evl 6epro ommemunu, u napmus «Eounas Ocemusy noka eOuHcmeeH-
Has nonumuueckas cuna 8 Pecnybnuke, Komopas ucnonw3yem MexaHusm peai-
HbIX NPOEKMO8 OJiA peuleHUs COYUATbHbIX NPoONeM, a He NYCMOCLo8ue U Kpac-
Hopeuue. Mol coz0aem ycnosus Ost 3aHAMUL CHOPMOM U UHMELTEKIMYAlTbHbIM
pazeumuem 0 0emell U HOOPOCHKO8, OJi PA36UMUSL HOBbIX (DOPM MEOPUECKOU
OessmenvHocmu <...>. Mbl oxazvieaem Mamepuaibhyl0 NOMOUb COYUATLHbIM
VUPEHCOeHUAM — OemCKUM 0OMam, uHmepHamy, oomy npecmapensix. Mol max-
JHce nomoeaem npoosu2ams UHUYUAMUBLL 2PAadXCOaH, K HAM NOCHYNULO OYeHb
MHO20 NPeONoNCeHULl OM HAWUX u3bupamenel, ¢ KOMmopbiMu Mbl He nepecmaem
noooepoicusams ouanoe. Mul He npego3sHOCUMC HAO Opy2UMU NOTUTMUYECKUMU
RAPMUAMU, Mbl XOOUM NO 3eMe U 00UAeMCA ¢ HAUUMU COSPAACOAHAMU, U NPU-
3b18AEM CEOUX KOTIE2 K MOMY JHce — K COUOAHUIO U HEYCIMAHHOMY MPYOy 60 UM
unmepecos Omeuecmsa. Mol gvinyckaem 2asemy, 8 KOMopou nyonuKyomcs ca-
Mble aKmyaibHble KOMMEHMAapuu 1 membvl, Cmosiuyue 8 Snuyenmpe ooujecmeeH-
Hozo enumarus. Yes, you were right to note that “United Ossetia” is still the only
political body in the republic which uses a mechanism of real projects for dealing
with social problems and not just eloquence or verbiage. We create conditions for
sports and intellectual development of children and adolescents, for development
of new forms of artistic activities <...> we maintain social institutions - orphan-
ages, boarding schools, the nursing home. We also help the citizens to promote
their initiatives, we received a great number of proposals from our electorate,
with which we are in constant contact. We do not exalt ourselves above other
political parties, we walk on the earth, we talk to our citizens, and we request to
our colleagues to do the same - to create and work incessantly for the sake of our
Fatherland. We edit a newspaper, where we cover the most urgent commentaries
and topics, concentrated in the epicenter of public attention [Ibid.].

Conclusion

Let’s sum up the basic results of our investigation: political linguistics
pays great attention to the language aspect of political sphere as a specific
field of human activity, having a major effect not only on the society in a
whole, but on an individual as well.

The ethnic specificity of development of the South Ossetian political
communication is characterized by inadmissibility of manipulating the con-
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scious mind and volition of an addressee and by establishment of mechanisms of
dialogical interaction, based on the rejection of opposition of the branches of
power. The peculiar discursive features are the principles of openness and feed-
back, established due to the ethnic traditions of communality and collegiality.
These principles prove to be the most efficient dominant strategies.

Absence of distance between the government and the people provides
for confidential modality and determines the efficacy of the South Ossetian
politicians.

Political activities are based upon the traditions and forms of the na-
tional political speech. Personal speech masks of the political leaders of the
Republic of South Ossetia reflect the principles of communality and social
status hierarchy: the supreme power is objectivized by individual “I” and
collegiality is manifested by “we”. At the same time speech behavior of the
South Ossetian political leaders demonstrates coincidence with the structure
of the Russian political discourse, as the South Ossetian political discourse is
developing in association with the Russian political discourse.
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