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DYNAMICS OF RELIGIOUS TRADITION IN THE SOVIET AND POST-SOVIET PERIODS: EXALTATION OF THE 
CROSS IN THE KOMI VILLAGES
Tomsk State University Journal, 2015, 390, pp. 100-108. DOI 10.17223/15617793/390/18
Vlasova Victoria V. Komi Science Center of the Ural Branch of RAS (Syktyvkar, Russian Federation). E-mail: 
vv505@hotmail.com
Keywords: monumental cross; Russian Orthodox; religious practice; Komi-Zyrian.

The study of the Orthodox tradition of the raising of the cross is carried out within the frameworks of staurography (history of the 
Orthodox cross) developing in historical and art facets, folklore and ethnographic studies of the holy rural places. In Orthodoxy the 
exaltation of the cross was one of the most common variants of "acquiring" the holy status by a place. In this paper we consider the 
dynamics of the tradition of the raising of monumental crosses among the Komi-Zyrians in the 20th century: separate cases of exalta-
tion of crosses and ritual practices associated with them. In the late 19th – early 20th centuries the exaltation of monumental crosses 
was wide spread in all areas inhabited by the Komi people. The situation changed radically in the 1920-1930s: churches were closed, 
most of the religious monuments were destroyed. As in other rural Russia's regions, veneration of holy places and church services 
without a priest were widespread among the Komi. Considering the various types of monuments (votive, protective, sanctifying, 
commemorative crosses and so-called "substitutive" crosses), the author concludes that despite the decades of displace of religion 
from public life, the exaltation of the cross was perceived by the rural community as one of the most effective ways to protect and 
defend themselves from various afflictions. During the Soviet period the faithful were able to maintain some crosses; moreover, some 
new monuments appeared, associated with individual vows and the commemoration of the dead. In the Soviet period, religious prac-
tices acquired mainly private character; they were pushed to the periphery of public life and the cultural landscape of the village. 
Significant changes occurred in the religious life of the village in the late 1980s. As a rule, local people initiated the restoration of 
monuments (churches, chapels, crosses). Currently, the initiators of the raising of the Holy Cross are not only believers and the 
Church, but also non-governmental organizations and local authorities, which illustrates drift of the Orthodox identity from religious 
to the cultural one in modern Russian society.
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