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Having retired in 1841, Zhukovsky left Russia and settled in Europe. During the last, so-
called "foreign", period of his life, especially during the revolutionary years of 1848–1850,
the poet attentively followed the social and political events in Europe and Russia. In the
letters and articles he constantly reflected on the peaceful and military scenarios of solving
the political crisis.
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Zhukovsky's "A Letter to Count Sh. On the Events of 1848" is his first and detailed
analysis of the so-called "Spring of Nations". Written in the summer of 1848 this article is in
the form of a letter to a German poet Count Adolf Friedrich von Schack. The poet examines
the political importance of the absolute monarchy and traditions as well as an interaction
between the imperial power, the people and history in the new historical context. He criti-
cizes Russophobia, national revolt, communism, parliamentarism and secularization of the
absolute monarchy power. Zhukovsky insists on the peaceful internal development of Russia
and formulates an idea about its special way to the "Holy Rus'" and "God's Truth".

The poet's political conception is closely connected with idealization of the absolute
power and sacralization of the Russian Tsar. According to Zhukovsky, a particular feature of
an ideal monarch consists in his ability to reject the power. It is not coincidental that the poet
constructs a transformed and ideal narrative of the controversial oath by Grand Duke Nicho-
las Pavlovich on November 27, 1825.

In the article, Zhukovsky is intent to show that a monarch, especially the Russian Tsar,
in contrast to the deputies and revolutionaries, has a believing soul, that is why he is able to
trust God, perceive the Divine Providence and follow his destiny. The thoughts about Nicho-
las I, his personality and historical mission are the integral part of the poet's general histori-
cal conception.

In 1848–1849, Zhukovsky was afraid of a possible war in Europe with Russia's partici-
pation. In the letters to Grand Duke Alexander Nicholaevich the poet constantly emphasized
the idea that the Russian Tsar should not interfere in the domestic affairs of other revolution-
ary countries in Europe. But later in 1850, in the article "The Russian and English Politics",
Zhukovsky formulated the concept of a just war and, as a result, he justified Nicholas I's
military help to the Austro-Hungarian Emperor, Franz-Joseph, against the revolutionaries.

The political consciousness of Zhukovsky is characterized by the idealized concept of
the absolute monarchy power. This political idea becomes an ideological reservoir for con-
structing the controversial interaction between the notions of "peace" and "war".
Zhukovsky's paradox, as reflected in his articles, consists in the idea of the spiritual trans-
formation of Russia that is based on the political development of the Empire without con-
quering any new territory.

References

1. Zhukovskiy V.A. Sochineniya: v 6 t. [Works. In 6 vols.]. St. Petersburg, 1878.
2. Vyskochkov L. Nikolay I [Nicholas I]. Moscow: Molodaya gvardiya Publ., 2003. 693 p.
3. Perepiska V.A. Zhukovskogo i A.P. Elaginoy. 1813 1852 [Correspondence between

V.A. Zhukovsky and A.P. Elagina. 1813 1852]. Moscow: Znak Publ., 2009. 728 p.
4. Zhukovskiy V.A. Sochineniya: v 6 t. [Works. In 6 vols.]. St. Petersburg, 1885.
5. Cadot M. L´image de la Russie dans la vie intellectuel française (1839 1856). Paris:

Fayard, 1967. 641 p.
6. Yanushkevich A.S. V mire Zhukovskogo [In the world of Zhukovsky]. Moscow:

Nauka Publ., 2006. 523 p.
7. Ayzikova I.A. Zhanrovo-stilevaya sistema prozy V.A. Zhukovskogo [The genre and

stylistic system of V.A. Zhukovsky’s prose]. Tomsk: Tomsk State University Publ., 2004.
403 p.

8. Shlyapkin I.A. Istoricheskie vzglyady Zhukovskogo i 1848 g. [The historical views of
Zhukovsky and 1848]. The Russian National Library. F. 865, no. 146.

9. Zhukovskiy V. Proza poeta [The prose of the poet]. Moscow: Vagrius Publ., 2001.



, 35

10. Nemzer A. Pri svete Zhukovskogo: Ocherki istorii russkoy literatury [In the light of
Zhukovsky: Essays on the history of Russian literature]. Moscow: Vremya Publ., 2013. 1022 p.

11. Kiseleva L. Dialog Vyazemskogo i Zhukovskogo o Svyatoy Rusi [The dialogue of
Viazemsky and Zhukovsky of Holy Russia]. In: Zayonts L.O. (ed.) Na mezhe mezh Golosom
i Ekhom [On the Verge between Voice and Echo]. Moscow, 2007.

12. Guzairov T. Zhukovskiy – istorik i ideolog nikolaevskogo tsarstvovaniya
[Zhukovsky – a historian and ideologist of the reign of Nicholas]. Tartu: Tartu Ülikooli Kir-
jastus, 2007.

13. Zhukovskiy V.A. O proisshestviyakh 1848 g. [About events of 1848]. The Russian
National library. List 2, no. 39, L. 45.

14. Pis'ma V.A. Zhukovskogo A.I. Turgenevu [Letters of V.A. Zhukovsky to
A.I. Turgenev]. Russkiy Arkhiv, 1895.

15. Gordin Ya. Myatezh reformatorov. 14 dekabrya 1825 goda [The mutiny of
reformers. December 14, 1825]. Moscow: TERRA Publ., 1997.

16. Zamechaniya tsenzora K.S. Serbinovicha na sbornik statey, pisem i vospominaniy
V.A. Zhukovskogo [The notes by Censor K.S. Serbinovich on a collection of articles, letters
and memoirs of V.A. Zhukovsky]. The Russian State Historical Archives (RGIA). Fund
1673. List 1, no. 289. L. 24 ob. 26.

17.  Vyazemskiy  P.A. Zapiska o rassmotrenii sochineniy V.A. Zhukovskogo v tsenzur-
nom komitete. 1856 [On the review of the works of V.A. Zhukovsky by the Censorship
Committee. 1856]. The Russian National Library. Fund 236. Danilevskiy G.P. no. 184.

18. Zhukovskiy V.A. Pis'mo k grafu Sh-ku [A Letter  to Duke Sh-k].  PD. R. 1.  List  9.
No. 6. L. 7-11.

19. Guzairov T. Istoriya – Polkovodets – Poeziya: politicheskaya triada
V.A. Zhukovskogo (iz kommentariev k stat'e “Russkaya i angliyskaya politika”) [History -
Commander - Poetry: the political triad of V.A. Zhukovsky (from the comments on the
article “Russian and English policy”)]. In: Yanushkevich A.S. (ed.) Zhukovskiy. Issledo-
vaniya i materialy [Zhukovsky. Research and Materials]. Tomsk: Tomsk State University
Publ., 2013, iss. 2, 726 p.

20. Vinitskiy I. Dom tolkovatelya: Poeticheskaya semantika i istoricheskoe voobrazhe-
nie V.A. Zhukovskogo [The house of the interpreter: Poetry semantics and historical
imagination of V.A. Zhukovsky]. Moscow: NLO Publ., 2006. 322 p.


