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T.A. Illememosa

O BJIMSTHUM OIIUYMHOT'O BOITPOCA HA POCCUMCKO-CUHBI3SAHCKUAE
TOPTOBO-9KOHOMMWYECKHE U NIOJIMTUYECKHUE OTHOIEHUA
B 1914-1920-e rr.

Ha ocHOBe HOBOTO HCTOYHHKOBEJYECKOrO MaTepHala aBTOPOM OBLIH IPOAHAIM3HPOBAHBI IPUYUHBI IIOSBJICHHS «OMHYMHOIO BO-
Ipoca» M €ro BIUSHUE HA Pa3BUTUE TOPrOBO-dKOHOMMUYECKHX M IOJMTHYECKUX OTHOLIEHMH KUTaiickoi mpoBuHLMM CHHBL3SH C
napekoif, a 3ateM u CoBerckoit Poccueit 1 CCCP. BrIsBIIeHB! OCHOBHBIE JTaIlbl PA3BHTHS «OIIYMHOI'O BOIIPOCA», €r0 0COOCHHO-
cru. OnuyM HEOJHOKPATHO CTAHOBUJICS IPEISITCTBHEM B POCCHICKO-KUTallCKHX IEePEroBopax 00 yCTaHOBJICHUH AUIIIOMATHISCKHX
U TOPrOBO-DKOHOMHYECKHX OTHOIIECHHMI, a TakkKe CTall OJHOH M3 OCHOBHBIX IPHYHH, CIOCOOCTBOBABIIHMX AKTHBHOMY Pa3BHTHIO
KOHTpaOaHIbI ¢ dTOH MpoBHHIKEH. BiusHue dakTopa onmmyMHOro BOIpoca COHIET Ha HET, 110 CYIIECTBY, TOJIBKO BO BTOPOH IIOJIO-

puHe 30-x rT. XX B.
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Tak Ha3pIBaeMbIH OMUYMHBIN BOIIPOC, T.€. BIUSHHUE HA
BHYTPUIIOJIMTUYECKOE M MEXAYHAPOJHOE IOJOKEHUE
Kuras mMacmraOHOro 3aB03a W paCIpOCTPaHEHUS 37Ch
AHTTIUCKAMU KYII[AMH OIUS, JOBOJIBHO IMOAPOOHO pac-
CMaTPUBAJICS COBETCKHMU, POCCHUCKUMH U 3apyOe)KHBI-
MH yueHbIMH [ 1, 2].

OpHako €ro BIMSHUE HA  pa3BUTUE  TOPrOBO-
SKOHOMHYECKHX M MOJIUTHYCCKHX OTHOIICHHM ¢ KATAKWCKOI
nposuHIMer CHHBIBSH CHayvalla ¢ Hapckol, a 3ateM CoBer-
ckot Poccueit 1 CCCP oka3anoch 3a paMKaMH HHTEpeca
rccaenoBatened. Mexay TeM aHajau3 JOKYMEHTOB MOKa3bl-
BaeT, YTO B JIOPEBOJIIOLMOHHBIA M MOCTPEBOIIOLMOHHBIN
HepHof, 1O KpaiiHel Mepe 10 koHua 20-x rr. XX B., onuym
HapSIy C 30JI0TOM, cepeOpOM, CalTOBBRIMH POraMH CTaj
HE TOJIbKO OCHOBHOM BaJIIOTOM B pacuerax 3a TOBaphbl U3
CuHBIBsHA, HO U OTHON U3 OCHOBHBIX IPHYUH, CIIOCO0-
CTBOBABIIINX aKTHBHOMY Pa3BUTHIO KOHTPAOAHIBI C ITOU
npoBuHLKEN. M3BECTHO, UTO ONTUYM B YKa3aHHBIM MEPUOL
OBLT «IIPEIMETOM TOPTa» B BHICTPAWBAHUY ITOTUTHICCKUX
OTHOLIEHUH C LEHTPAJbHBIMU U MECTHBIMU KUTAHCKUMU
BJIACTSIMU, HEOAHOKPATHO CTAHOBWJICSA MPEMSITCTBUEM B
POCCHIICKO-KUTAWCKUX TEPeroBopax 00 YCTaHOBIICHUH
JUIUIOMAaTHYECKUX U TOPIOBO-9KOHOMHYECKHX OTHOILIIE-
HUH.

Onmym B Mupe Obu1 u3BecteH AaBHO. B Kurae ero
Havanu Kyputb B koHue XVII B. B aToT nepuon ocHoB-
HbI€ MIOCTaBKU OMMyMa B CTPaHy OCYIIECTBISUIMCH U3 MH-
nuu u Ilepcun, ¢ XIX B. IJIaBHBIM MOCTaBIIUKOM CTaja
aarmmiickas Oct-MHackas komImanus. YKe B KOHIE
XVIII B. anrnuuane 3aBo3wid B Kurail okono 4 ThIC.
simkoB. B nepsoie roasl XIX B. B Kurail exerogHo BBo-
3UJIOCH 10 4 THIC. SAIMIUKOB onus, a B 1838 r. BBO3 gocTUT
40 TeIC. siuKoB. [Tpu 5TOM KaxAbIA SIMIKMK BECHII OKOJIO
YETBIPEX I1Y10B.

PasButue onuiiHoro aena B poccuiickoM Typkecrane
obuT0 ToTokeHo B 60-¢ rr. XIX B., korma w3 KynbmkuH-
CKOro OKpyra kuTailckod npoBUHLUUM CHHBLBSH B €ro
npenenbl nepecenwinch nyHrane. OHU 3HAIU KYJNbTYpY
ONMMUIHOI0 Maka, U MEPBbIE OMBITHI 110 €0 BhIPALTUBAHUIO
ObuTH TIpOBeICHEI B paiione cen Tokmak u Kapakynys
Axnexcangposckoro (ITummekckoro) yesnma. B nanbrei-
IIEM MOCEBBI OMUYMHOro Maka u3 Jl>xapkeHta u Tokmaka
pactipocTpanmiics B cocequnii IIpskeBanbsckuii (Kapa-
KOIIbCKUH) ye3n. BenemctBue ormaneHHocTn CeMHUpEUbs
OT KEJE3HBIX JOpOT, OTCYTCTBHUSI HH(PACTPYKTYpHI U
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TpaHCIOPTa MECTHOE HACEIEHHUE, HE UMESl IPYIHX HCTOU-
HUKOB JIOXOJIOB, OBLIO BBIHYXKIICHO TEPEXOIUTHh K Oonee
WHTEHCUBHOMY, XOTSI 1 HE3aKOHHOMY, BUIY XO035HCTBEH-
HOU NESATEFHOCTH, KOTOpas 3aKI0Yaiach B BEIpAIIBa-
HuM onuyMa. KymbTHBHpOBaHUE 3TOH KYIBTYPHI MPHUHO-
cuito 60—80 py0. 4uCTON MPUOBLTH C ACCATUHEI B JOTON-
HEHHE K OCHOBHOMY 3aHATHIO — 3emuenenuto (30—40 pyo.
B rox) [3. C. 20].

Poccuiickue Biactu nepBoHavyaibHO HE BOCIIOJIB30BA-
JIUCHh CIOXKHUBIICHCS TPAKTUKOW BO3ACTBIBAHUS OIMIyMa
Ha CBOEH TEpPUTOPHUM, NPEANOYUTas] MOKYNaTh €ro 3a
rpanuieii. bonee Toro, mMu OBUT MIPEINPHHAT PSJ JKECT-
KHX Mep IO ero 3ampery. [lo3ToMy MHMLIIKATUBY B 3TOM
Jlelie TIepeXBaTUIIN KuTackue Kymbl. Kaxxasiii rom Bec-
HOW OHHU CTajli JIOrOBapUBAaThCS C HACEIEHHEM POCCUM-
CKOTO MPUTPaHUYbsl O KOJUYECTBE IOCEBOB OMUYMHOIO
MakKa, a OCEHbIO YBO3WJIM T'OTOBYIO MpoAaykiuio B Kurail.
3a pazpellieHUe BhIpalIUBaTh ONKUYM HAaCEJIEHUE POCCUM-
CKOTO TPHUTPAHUYBS IIOTy4ali0 CBOM JUBUACHIBI. Tax
CIOXWIACK W TONyYWIIa PACHpPOCTPAHCHHE MPAKTHUKA
«MAKOCESIHUS», KOTOpasi HEOJHOKPATHO CTaHOBUJIACh
OHOW W3 OCHOBHBIX NPUYMH KOH(IIUKTA MEXKAY KHTail-
CKUM TIPaBUTEIHCTBOM CHadYalla C BIACTSAMHU IAPCKOH, a
3atem CoBerckoil Poccuu.

[To3unust poccuiickoro MpaBUTEIbCTBA B OTHOLICHUU
onMyMma crajga MeHATbcs ¢ HayanoMm [lepBoit MupoBoOit
BOMHBL. B cBs3M ¢ cokpaienuem, a ¢ 1916 r. npekpartue-
HUEM €r0 UMIIOPTa U3-3a TPAHUIIbl BOEHHO-MEIUIIMHCKUE
YUPEKACHUS CTAJIA UCIBITBIBATH HEJOCTATOK B MOp(UHE,
KOZEHHE U JIPYruX MpernapaTax, CO3JaHHBIX HA €ro OCHO-
Be. BerencrBue 3Toro BiiacTe OBUTH BEIHYXKIICHBI UCKATh
BO3MOXKHOCTH €0 MPOU3BOACTBA BHYTPHU cTpaHbl. C 3TOU
nensio B Cemupedbe MpuOBLT YIIONHOMOYCHHBIA CaHH-
TapHO# yactu npuHL OnbaeHOyprckuii-BuisHeB BMecTe
CO CTyJeHTamMHu-xuMukaMu. [lociie npoBeneHus COOTBET-
CTBYIOIINX WCCICOBAHMI KadecTBa OMAyMa OBLIO IpH-
HATO pEIIEHUE O Jieranu3auuu ero mnoceBoB. CoryiacHo
apXWBHBIM JTAHHBIM TPOU3BOJICTBO OMHMYMHOI'O Maka IT0-
cJe 3TOro MOJy4YymiIo LIUpOKoe pacrpoctpaHeHue B Ce-
MUPEUCHCKOHN 00JIACTH, «OXOIS MOPOU IO NECIATKOB THI-
¢ty pecsatuny [4. J1. 96].

OpHako 3amo3jajasi OpraHu3alusi ero npou3BOJICTBA
1 OOBSBICHHAS MOHOMONHS TOCYAapCTBAa Ha BEHIpAIIMBa-
HHUE 3TON KYJIBTYPHI, a TAK)KE HEBBICOKAS IIEHA B CpaBHE-
HUM C TOH, YTO TpeJIaraid KUTAUCKUE KYIIbI, TIPUBOIH-



JI1 K TOMY, YTO 4acTb ONMyMa IHO-NPEKHEMY YXOAWIA B
Kuraii. OcoOeHHO CHITBHO KHTalicKas KOHKYpPEHIHS CKa-
3BIBAJIACH B MOMEHT OTCYTCTBUSI TBEPAOH BaIIOTHI, HENO-
cTaTKka MaHy(QaKTypbl U JPYrUX TOBApPOB MIMPOKOTO IIO-
TpeOIeHus.

[Mocne okTsa0prcKux cobObiTuit 1917 1. B Poccuu, B mie-
pHOA IIOBCEMECTHOIO COLUAIBHO-DKOHOMHYECKOIO KpH-
3Hca, B CTPAHE HAMETWICA CHaJ MPOU3BOJACTBA OMHyMA.
B To ke BpeMs BO3pOC MHTEPEC K ATOH KyNbType KakK co
CTOPOHBI OOJIBIIEBUKOB, TaK M WX ONIOHEHTOB B TpaX-
JTAHCKOM TIPOTUBOCTOSIHUN B NIPUTPAHUYHBIX C 3ama HbIM
Kuraem teppuropusix. Onmym Ha OIpEIEIEHHOE BpeMs
CTaJl 5KOHOMHUUYECKONW U MOJIUTHUECKON OCHOBOH UX B3au-
MOOTHOIIEHUN ¢ aaMuHUCTpanueld CHHBLBAHCKOM Ipo-
BuHIMHM. CHTyanusi OOBACHSETCS TEM, YTO B HEPHO[
I'paxxmanckoit BoitHEI B Poccnn 00e MpoTHBOOOPCTBYIO-
e CTOPOHBI OBUIM 3aWHTEPECOBAHBI B COTPYIHHUUYECTBE
¢ CunbiassHoM. boratast chIppeBBIMU pecypcaMH COIpe-
JIeTIbHAs KUTalcKasl TEppUTOPHS IIPEACTaBIISIIA HHTEPEC U
KaK MOCTaBIIMK MPOAOBOIBCTBHSA, OIEKABI, KOHCKOIO
COCTaBa, U KAaK BO3MOXKHBIM MOJIUTUYECKUN COIO3HHK B
HapacTaBIIeM Hakajie 00pbOBI. 1S pereHns mocraBieH-
HBIX 3a/a4 Toprosble npencrasurenu Coserckoil Poccun
IIPU OTCYTCTBHHM KOHBEPTHPYEMBIX TOBapOB OBLIA BHI-
HYX/JIEHbl TOProBaTh C BIACTSMU NPOBUHILHU 32 30J0TO,
cepebpo, caiirayby pora Wid OMWYM, KOTOPBIH ObUT BOC-
TpeboBaH Ha ee prlHKax. K Topromie ¢ CHHBIBSIHOM B
KaueCTBE MOCPEIHUKOB IPUBJICKATNCH KUTAHCKUE «MAKO-
ceBbl». Kak crmenyer u3 nowiaga koHcyna B Uyrydake
B. Jlon0OexxeBa KOIYaKOBCKOMY HpaBUTENBCTBY B OMCK,
«oHH (T.e. “maxoceBbl”. — T.111.) nocraByisiy OOJBIIEBH-
KaM BCe HEOOXOAMMOE, aXKe PYXbsl M MOPOX», B 0OMEH
Ha paspelieHre BHIpAIBAaTh OIMMYMHBIH MaK B POCCHM-
CKOM IPUTPaHUYbE U II0CTIE MepepaboTKN BBIBO3UTH €TI0 B
nposuHIWIO [5. JI. 30]. Hy>kHO OTMETHTbH, YTO IOZOOHBIE
TOPTOBBIE CHIENIKU C OONBIIEBUKAMH HAXOMIMIN ITOIEPXK-
Ky B CUHBI3SHE Y YAHOBHUKOB CaMOI'O BBICOKOI'O YpOB-
Hsl, 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX B IIOCTABKAX OMHYMa.

CorylacHO apXWBHBIM JaHHBIM HMMEHHO 3TOT B3aWM-
HBII MHTEpEC CTaJl OAHOM U3 NPHUYUH, IO KOTOPOU Ipa-
Bamye Kpyru CHHBL3SIHA NEPBOHAYAIBLHO OTKAa3bIBAIH B
nomomnn OenorBapaeiiniaMm B ux 0Ooprbe c¢ CoBeramm.
«IIpu cymecTByIOIEM MOMOKEHUH BEIEH PacCUUTHIBATD
Ha TIOMOIIb KHTAaHIIEeB MPOTHB OOJIBIIEBUKOB HET OCHOBA-
Hus», — mmcan B. JlonOexxeB B CBOeW Tenerpamme 3a
Ne 376 ot 25 nronst 1919 r. Ha UM BOGHHOIO MUHHUCTpaA B
Owmck [5. JI. 30]. 3auHTEpeCOBaHHOCTH MPEICTABUTEICH
KATaWCKON JIUTHl B IOCTaBKAaX ONMUyMa B IPOBHUHIMUIO
OTMEYalu U NPEICTABUTENIN COBETCKOM BIIACTH, TaK Kak
ONUYM HEOJHOKPAaTHO CTAHOBWJICA IPEMATCTBHEM B
MIPAKTUYECKON peanus3alid POCCHICKO-CHHBI3SIHCKUX
JIOrOBOPEHHOCTEM.

Harnsagnolt wutroctpauueil BIUSHUAS ONMYMHOIO BO-
IIpOca Ha BBICTPAaMBAaHUE OTHOIICHUH COBETCKOTO PYKO-
BOJICTBA C BIJIACTAMH IIPOBHMHIIMHU SIBJSIETCS IpoOiiema,
CBSA3aHHAs yupexJeHneM B KyabIKHHCKOM OKpyre 1mocTa
COBETCKOro kKoMmepareHra. CHadajla MECTHBIE BIACTU CO-
[NIACWINCh ¢ 3TuM npemiokenueM Coserckolt Poccum.
Kax Tonbko ornen Buemropra B JlkapkeHTE B ampene
1920 r. yxxecrounn 60pb0y ¢ KOHTpabaHIOW B POCCHIA-
CKOW NpHUTrpaHWYHON 30HE, B paMKax KOTOpOi Obuia 3a-

JlepKaHa TapTUs OMMyMa, TMPUHAICKABINAS KYIIbIKUH-
CKUM KYHIaM, SKOOBI IMOYYSHHOTO UMM OT O0JacTHOTO
COBHapXxo03a IO JO0roBopaM 3a NocTaBKy Ha CeMupeueH-
ckuil ppoHT Jomaneil W MoNymryOKoOB, Tak cpasy Hame-
TuBmieecs ¢ CHHBIBSIHOM CONMKEHUE OBLIO TPHUOCTAHOB-
JIEHO. DTH COBEPILEHHO 3aKOHHBIE, C TOUKH 3PEHUST MEX-
JYHApOJHOTO MpaBa, IEHCTBUS COBETCKUX OPraHOB BJla-
CTH HE HAllUIM [MOHUMAaHUs Yy NMPOBHHLMAJIBHBIX BiAacTEH
Kuras. Kak ciengyeTt u3 10KyMEeHTOB, BCE JI€JI0 OKa3aJoCh
B TOM, UTO «B MOJYYCHUHU STOT'O OMHS OBLIA 3aMHTEPECO-
Banbl Wxen oymm (HavaJbHUK MOTPAaHUYHON OXpaHbI)
1 aouHb (TpakKIaHCKUU TPaBUTEIbh OKpYra)». B pe3yin-
TaTe «rmepenrcka ¢ Kuraem moutn mpekpaTtmiack, a 0e3
TOro ciabast Toprosis 3amepia» [6. JI. 169].

benorpapaeiiiipl Takke NOBOJILHO YacTO BBICTpauBa-
JIM CBOM B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUS C BIACTIMH COOCTBEHHO
Kutas u ero 3anmagHoil NpOBHHIMH, HUCIOJIB3YS TEMY
ormmmyma. Tak, B 1919 r. B mrabe ammupana Komuaka
OBLTO MIPUHATO pemeHrue chOPMUPOBATH OTPSIIEI U3 POC-
cuiickuxX OexxeHIleB, HaxomuBmuxcs B CunbIpsHe. Ye-
pe3 CBOUX IPEICTaBUTEIICH OEMOTBapICHIIBI TOIPOCHITH
pa3pelleHus Ha MPOBEIEHUE 3TOr0 MEPOINPUATHS Y Iie-
KUHCKUX BJIACTEH, HO BHaYalle MoJdyuuian otka3. Kurait
HE XOTeNl OCJIOXHEHHS OTHOIICHUH ¢ OOJbIICBHKAMHU.
Torpa MUHUCTP MHOCTpPaHHBIX A€ OMCKOro MpaBUTENb-
ctBa .M. CykuH Npeanokun yBA3aTh PEIICHHE ITOrO
BOIIPOCAa C «YIOBICTBOPCHUEM» MPOCHOBI KHUTAWCKOU
aTMUHHACTPAIMA W TIPUHATH 3aKOH «00 OTpaHUYCHHUU
MAaKOCEsIHUSI B HAIIMX MOTPaHUYHBIX ¢ 3anagueiM Kuta-
em obnactsax» [7. JI. 59]. Ho npu 3TOM npu3bIBai KOJ-
YaKOBCKHUE BJIACTH JAECHCTBOBATH KpailHE OCTOPOXKHO, TaK
Kak IOSBJICHHE MOJA00HOI0 3aKOHA MOTJIO BBI3BATh «HE-
YAOBOJIbCTBUE MECTHBIX KUTAMCKUX BJIACTEW», KOTOPbIE
OBUTH 3aWHTEPECOBAHBI B MOCTaBKaxX onusi B CHHBIRSH
[Tam xe]. emo B ToM, uto LleHTpanpHOE MpaBUTEIh-
ctBo Kuras yxe mmurenpHOe BpeMs OOpOIIOCH C OIMHO-
KypE€HUEM B CBOEH CTpaHe U B CBSI3M C 3TUM HEOJHO-
KpaTHO 00pamansock K BIACTSAM Mapckoii, a 3atem u Co-
BeTckoil Poccum ¢ mpock00il 0 3ampere «MakoCesHHsD»
Ha €€ MPUTPAHUYHBIX TeppUuTOopusix. OTHAKO MOHUMAHUS
CO CTOPOHBI POCCUMCKUX BJIACTHBIX CTPYKTYp OTH
MIPOCKOBI B TO BpeMs HE HAX OJIUJIH.

Hecmotpst Ha TO 4TO BOIpOC O (hOPMHUPOBAHUU OTPSI-
JIOB U3 PYCCKHUX OEXKEHIEB OBUT MOJIOKHUTEIBHO pa3pelicH
JIUIIG TIOCNE TIepeXo/ia 3HAYNTENBHBIX CHJI OenorBapeii-
neB Ha Teppuropuio CUHBIRSAHA, (AKT HCIOIH30BAHUS
TEMBI ONMyMa KaK «pbluara JaBJICHUS» B OTHOLICHUSX C
KUTallaMd CBHJETENIbCTBYET O €€ 3HAaYUMOCTH B pac-
CMaTpUBAEMBIN IEPUO/I.

HeoOxomuMo OTMETHTH M TO, YTO OIHYM B TOMEI
I'paxxmanckoit BoitHEI B Poccuu OBLT OCHOBHBIM KOMITO-
HEHTOM BCEX BHUAOB KOHTpaOaHIBl HA POCCHUUCKO-
KHTAHCKON TpaHUIe. IT0 OOBICHACTCS TEM, YTO OH SIB-
JISJICS. OJTHUM U3 SKBUBAJICHTOB BAIIOTHI JIJISI OIUIATHI 3a
mpuoOpeTaeMbIe TOBApHI, «H00 omuepad, mpoiaB Omuil B
Kuraii, oTTyma BBO3HUT BCE TPEAMETHI IIEPBOUA HEOOX OIIH-
mocti» [4. JI.  96]. M3BecTHBIi wucciegoBaTeb
Jm. UnuMckuii mmcanm B CBOGHM CTaThe, IOCBAIICHHON
BOIpocaM KOHTpaOaHmel: «YTO Kacaercs OIHUS, TO €ro
BBIBO3 B 3amanublii Kurait Oymer coOna3HATh KOHTpabaH-
JIUCTOB JIO TEX MOp, MOKAa KHUTAUIBI OyIyT KYpUTh €rom
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[8]. Pemmrs mpobmemy KOHTpabaHABI OIUS YAAIOCH
TonbKO K KOHNY 20-x rr. XX B. yxe Hocie CO3JaHHs
CCCP. B cuy npuBeAEHHBIX BBIIIEC OOCTOATEIHECTB OIH-
YMHBII BOIIPOC Ha MpOTshKeHUU Beex 1920-x rr. eme He
pa3 CTaHOBWJIACH MPEIISITCTBUEM B CTAHOBJIICHHU U pa3BU-
THH COBETCKO-KHTAHCKNX OTHOIICHHWH B IIEJIOM U B COBET-
CKO-CHHBI3SIHCKUX OTHOIICHNH B YaCTHOCTH.

Takum 00pa3oM, MOXKHO CZEIaTh BBIBOX, YTO B pac-
CMaTpuBaeMbIi TEpHOJ ONMWYMHBIN BOIPOC OKa3bIBAJl

peanbHOE U BIOJHE ACHCTBEHHOE BJIMSHHE HAa BECh KOM-
IJIEKC MOJUTHYECKUX M TOPrOBO-d)KOHOMHYECKUX B3au-
mooTHomeHu ¢ Kutaem u CUHBL3SIHOM CHayanga uap-
CKOrO M BpEMEHHOro mnpaBUTENsCTB Poccuum, 3atem, B
roasl ['paxkmaHCKoON BOWHBI, IPABUTEIHCTB OONBIIICBIKOB
u benoro aBmwxeHus u, HaKoHel, NpaBuTesibcTBa CoBET-
ckoro Coro3a. Bnmsaue QaxTopa OmMyMHOrO BOIpOCa
COMIET Ha HET, MO CYUIECTBY, TOJIbKO BO BTOPOH MOJO-
BuHe 30-x rT. XX B.
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE OPIUM PROBLEM ON RUSSIAN-XINJIANG TRADE, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
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The so called “opium problem”, that is the influence of a large-scale import and distribution of opium by English merchants on
inner and international situation of China, was investigated by Soviet, Russian and foreign scientists very closely. But its influence on
the development of trade, economic and political relations between the Chinese province of Xinjiang and Tsarist and later on Soviet
Russia and the USSR was not within the frame of investigation. The analysis of the documents shows that in pre-revolutionary and
post-revolutionary periods, at least up to the end of the 1920s, opium as well as gold, silver and saiga antlers became not only the
main currency in the trade with Xinjiang but also one of the main reasons which encouraged the active development of smuggling in
this province. It is known that in the stated period opium was a subject of bargaining in building political relations with central and
local Chinese authorities. Not once it became a hindrance in Russian-Chinese negotiations on establishing diplomatic, trade and
economic relations. The problem with the establishment of a post of a Soviet commercial agent in Kuldjing district is a vivid
illustration of the influence of the opium problem on forming the relations between the leaders of the Soviet state and the authorities
of the province. At first, the local authorities agreed with this suggestion of Soviet Russia. But when in April 1920 Vneshtorg
Department in Jarkent toughened the fight against smuggling in the Russian border line zone. The Department detained a part of
opium belonging to Kuldjing merchants as if received from the regional council of national economy according to the treaties for
bringing horses and short fur coats to the Semirechensky front. As a result, the rapprochement between Russia and Xinjiang was
suspended. White Guards also built their relations with the authorities of China and its western province using opium. It is necessary
to note that during the Civil War opium was the main component of smuggling at the Russian-Chinese border. It is explained by the
fact that it was one of the equivalents of currency for payment for acquired goods. The problem of opium smuggling was solved only
by the end of the 1920s after the foundation of the USSR. So the opium problem really affected all the complex of political, trade and
economic relations with China and Xinjiang which were established at first by the Tsarist and Provisional governments of Russia,
and during the Civil War by the governments of the Bolsheviks and White Guards and, at last, by the government of the Soviet
Union. The influence of the opium problem will come to the end only in the second half of the 1930s.
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