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OCOBEHHOCTHU JETCKOI'O IOI'PEBAJIBHOI'O OBPAJA MOI'MJIBHUKA CTEITYHIKA-2
HA AJITAE (ITIPEABAPUTEJIbHOE COOBIIEHUE)

Paboma nybnuxyemcs 8 pamkax HayuHO-UCCIe008amMeNnbCKUx npoekmos 2oczadanus Munoopuayxku PO
«Cucmembl NpUPOOONONBL30BANUSA U NPOU3BOOCEEHHbIE MEXHON02UU OPEeGHUX U MPAOUYUOHHBIX 0buecma 1 oprozo Anmasny
(k00 npoexma 536) u PITH® — Munobpnayku Pecnybnuxu Anmaii «Kynomypro-ucmopuueckue npoyeccol Ha Anmae
6 konye I moic. 00 H.2. — cepedune I moic. n.3.» (Ne 14-11-04002a(p)).

0O600maroTess MaTepHabl JeTCKHX ITOrpeOeHnil MOTHIbHIKA OyIaH-KOOHMHCKOH KyJIBbTYpbl T'YHHO-CAPMAaTCKOro BpeMeHn Cremymi-
ka-2 (LlenTpanbHblii Anraii), moaHOCTBIO MccienoBanHoro B 2010 r. PackonanHble morpeOeHUs] JaTHPOBAHbI B Hpeenax BTOPOit
nonoBuHH! 111 — mepBoit nonosuus! IV B. H.3. Crenuduka AeTCKOTo IMOrpedanbHoro o0psaa BhIBsICHa Oarofaps eTalbHOMY U3y-
YEHHI0O 0COOCHHOCTEH 0OBEKTOB U cocTaBa MHBEHTaps morpedenuii. Ilo MHEHHIO aBTOPOB, JUI1 HACEICHUs, BO3BEIICTO JaHHOE
KJIaf0uIe, eTCKHI IorpedatbHblil 00psA UMeN He TOIbKO MOXOPOHHEINH CMBICI H HEKOTOPbIE PUTYaJIbl, IPOBOAUMEIE IPH HOrpe-
OeHHH yMepIIHX aeTeil, ObUIN HalpaBIIeHb! Ha OIaronOIyYHOE BOCIIPOU3BOACTBO HOBOTO IOTOMCTBA.
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Cremymika-2.

Morunsauk Crenymka-2 pacnonoxeH B LleHTpanb-
HOM AulTae Ha 3arajHON YacTH NPaBOOEPEKHON Teppachl
VYpcyna, B 5 KUIOMETpax BBIIIE OT MECTA €€ BIAJCHUS B
Karyns. B mponecce aBapuifHbIX paOOT Ha HaMATHHUKE
HamH packomano 64 oOwekta [1]. I'pynma xypranoB Ha
BOCTOYHOH ITOJIOBMHE MBbICa, 0003HaUYEHHAsI KaK MOTHJIb-
Huk Crenyuka-1, uccieaoBaiach dKCIeaUIMen Auraii-
CKOr0 TOCyJapcTBeHHOro yHuBepcutera [2]. IlozmHee
MBIC OBUI TIOJIHOCTBIO CHECEH NPH BO3BEICHHH MOCTa U
ydacTKa IMOAbE3THON aBTOAOPOrH. Pe3ynbraTsl uccieno-
BaHUI MoruiabHHKa CTemyllka-2 1Moka HaMH IOJIHOCTBIO
HE OIyOJMKOBAaHbI, UMEETCS TOJIBKO HECKOIBKO KPATKHX
coobmennii u crateit [3—8]. B Hacrosmee Bpems Hamu
TOTOBSITCSL PSAJ] CTATeH MO MOJHOMY BBEIEHHIO B 000pOT
MaTEepHaIOB pa3HbIX TUIOB IIOrpeOCHH, B TOM YHCIIE
JIETCKHX, 1 0000IIaronas MoHorpagus.

Packonannsie morpebenuss MormnbHuKa Cremymka-2
TI0 BJIEMEHTaM IorpedabHOro 00psia U 00JIHMKY IpeaMe-
TOB CONPOBOAMTEILHOTO HMHBEHTAPS OTHECEHBI HAMH K
OynaH-KOOMHCKON KyJIbType T'YHHO-CApMaTCKOro BpeMe-
HU M JaTHUPOBAHBI B Ipejaenax BTOpod mnonoBuHsl IIT —
nepBoil monoBuHbl IV B. H.3. Bonbmas yacte cepun u3
13 pamnoyraepoansix (14C) nar, NMONYyYeHHBIX B Tpex
naboparopusix, okKazajach MpoTHBOpeunBoi. HecoBmane-
HUE MHOTHX PaJUOYIJIEPOAHBIX JAaT C ApXEOIOrHYECKON
JlaXke Ha DIIOXAJbHOM YPOBHE HE IO3BOJIWIO YTOYHUTH
XPOHOJIOTMYECKYIO PUHAUICKHOCTh TAMSITHUKA.

I'pynmna nmorpebennii, o6o3naueHHas kak Crenymka-2,
BMecTe ¢ rpynmnoi Crenymika-1 cocTaBasuii OQUH HEKPO-
1ojb. CorylacHO MOJIOBO3PACTHBIM ONPEAEICHUAM KaHIU-
nara ucropnueckux Hayk C.C.Typ, m3 obmero umcia
MIOXOPOHEHHBIX HA 3TOM JPEBHEM KIA0WIIE JIIoAeH
OOJIBIIMHCTBO OKA3aJI0Ch MY>KYMHAMHU B BO3pacte oT 14—
16 mo 50-60 ner, ux mons cocraBisger 59%. JKenckue
morpebenust coctaBisaioT 20%. OcranpHbie 21% ObuTH
JeTckuMHd. 1o IpUHATON B aHTPOIOJIOTHM U MEAHIHE
MEPUOIU3ALHH K IETCKOMY BO3pPACTy OTHOCIT UHAUBUIOB
no 11 srer (neBouku) n o 12 ner (manpuuxn) [9. C. 130].
K kareropum nerckux norpebeHnii Ha namsTHuke Cremym-
Ka-2 OTHOCHTCS BOCEMb ITOIPEOCHMUH, 3a(UKCHPOBAaHHBIX B
obwekTax 2, 16, 17, 18a, 18, 20, 21, 22. Bo3pact morpe6eH-

HBIX JIeTell B T€X CIydasX, KOI/la yJajlock €ro yCTaHOBUTh
(cemb moOrpeGEHHBIX), BapbHUpYeT B Ipezenax ot 1,5 mo
11 ner.

BonbIMHCTBO AETCKUX MOrpeOeHUH OKa3alich Off-
HOYHBIMH. TONBKO B OHOM cirydae pebeHok 11 yer Obin
morpe0CH BMeECTE C JKCHIMUHOH. JIOBOMBHO HHTEpECHA
wiaHurpadus aAerckux norpedennii. OHM pacronaraauch
TPYNION B HEHTPAIbHON YaCTH MOTWIbHUKA. JINIb oqHO
norpebenne pebeHKa JecsATH JeT U3 00bekTa 2 (Cyas 1Mo
MHBEHTApIO, 3TO OblIa MOTHJIA JEBOYKH), HAXOIMIOCH Ha
CeBEPHOM Kpaio MormipHHKa. IlorpebeHne B 3TOM Kyp-
raHe OTIMYAJIOCh OT OCTAJIBHBIX 3allaJHON OpUEHTALUEH,
TOrJla KaKk BCE OCTAJbHBIC JETH Ha MormwibHUKe Crermymi-
Ka-2 ObUIM YJIOXKEHBI B MOTHJIBI TOJIOBOM Ha BOCTOK WIIU
BOCTOYHBIA CeKTOp. boipmmHCTBO MOrmn paereid Obun
PacCIONIOKEHBl C BOCTOUHON CTOPOHBI OT Psiia MY»KCKUX
morpebenutt (00bekThI 19, 23, 26, 27), u ¢ ceBepHOI CTO-
POHBI OT JNETCKHX NOrpeOeHuil OBUTM MOTHIBI MYKYHH
(o0bekts! 9 m 10). C BOCTOUHOI CTOPOHBI pacHonaraiach
rpymma morpedeHnii, obOo3HaueHHass kak Cremymika-1.
Takum o0pa3om, AeTckue MorpedeHHs pacrojaraiuch B
LEHTPAIGHON YacTW KJaaOWIna, B OKPYKEHHHM MOTHI
B3POCIBIX JIIOZCH.

HanmornnpHble KOHCTPYKIMHM JAETCKHX HOrpeOeHmit
TIPE/ICTaBJICHl KAMEHHBIMU HACBISIMHA JMOO KOJbLIAMH.
OOBEKTHI, KOTOPHIE MBI 00O3HAYMIIN KaK KOJIbI[A, CKOpee
BCET0, W3HAYIBHO NPEICTABILIM cOo00H HeOoibIme
3eMJISIHBIC XOJIMHUKH, OOJIOKEHHBIE MO TTEPUMETPY KaMHsI-
MU (00bexThl 16, 17 u 18). IIpu packornkax rpynms! Kyp-
ra”oB 18a, 22, 21, 20, pacHOJI0KEHHBIX BILIOTHYIO APYT K
JIPYTY, BBISBHIIOCH, YTO KAMEHHBIE HACBHIIH PA3BaJIMIINCh.
[TosToMy OBUTO CIIO’KHO ONPENENNUTH TPAHULIBI OTACTHHBIX
00bexToB. [lorpebenust coBepIanych o1 KAMEHHOW MITN
3eMJISTHOM HACHINbIO B HEMIyOOKMX siMax. Yerbipe morpe-
OeHMsI COBEpIICHBI B KAMEHHBIX SIIUKaX, B OCTAJIbHBIX
00bEKTax BHYTPUMOTWIBHBIE COOPYXEHHUs HE COXpaHH-
muck. B o0bekTe 17, B KOTOPOM HCCICIOBAHO IMAPHOE
norpe0eHre >KEHIIMHBI ¢ peOEHKOM, B HM3TOJOBbE ObLIA
3aukcrpoBaHa KaMEHHas TUTUTA.

Jlerckue morpeGeHus pa3ingaloTesl Coaep KalmmMcs B
HUX HMHBEHTapeM. B HEKOTOpBIX OBbUI HalIeH ITOBOJIBHO
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TIPE/ICTAaBUTEIbHBIA MaTepUabHbIA KOMIUIEKC, B APYTHX,
HAIpOTUB, Bellel He HalifeHo. M3 Bcell rpynmsl BbIAENSA-
roTcs morpedenus B o0bekrax 2, 20 u 22. B 3tux Moru-
Jax, Cy[s 10 MHBEHTApPIO, ObUIN ITOXOPOHEHHI JIEBOYKH. B
00BbeKTe 2 COXpaHWICAd KOCTSK peOeHKa JEeCATH JIET, MpH
KOTOPOM HalJeHbl MOABECKH M3 3y0a Mapaja W KOCTH,
(parMeHTHl >KEJe3HOTO W3AENHs, KOCTSHAS TyaJleTHas
mierouka [10]. B o0bexte 20, B KoTOpOM morpedeH pede-
HOK JIBYX JIET, Hal/IeHBI IIECTh OYCHH, JKEJIC3HbIE 3aKJIeI-
K{ ¥ TTIaHIWpPHAs IJIACTHHA C 00JIOMaHHBIM YIiIoM. B 00b-
eKTe 22, B KOTOpOM ITorpe0eH peGeHOK B BO3pacTe IECTH
JIeT, oOHapyXeHbl ABe OyCHHBI M IBE CEpbrd M3 OpOH30-
BOW TPOBOJIOKM CO IIUTKOM, CKPYYEHHBIM B BHIE ABYX
KOHLICHTPUYECKUX crhupaied. B apyrux mnorpebeHusx
WHBEHTAph OTCYTCTBOBAJ MOJHOCTHIO WM OBUT HEMHOTO-
4HcIeHHBIM. B 00bekTe 18a, Tae Obu1 moxopoHeH pede-
HOK IIOJIyTOpa JIET, HaiieHa Jumb oxgHa OycuHa. Ocobo
CTOMT OTMETUTH HaXOAKH OOJIOMKOB JIBYX 3arOTOBOK Ka-
MEHHBIX >KEPHOBOB DYYHOH MENBHHIIBI, 3a()UKCHPOBaH-
HBIX IIPH 3a4KCTKE HAChINe KypraHoB 21 u 22. g usro-
TOBJICHUSI JKEPHOBOB HCIIOJIG30BAHBI Pa3HBIC MOPOJIBI
KaMH;I.

Ha wactm wmanbumia, M3ydeHHOW HaMH, MOJIOBHHA
BCEX JIETCKUX MOTHII COJeprKaia OCTAHKH WHIMBHUIIOB JIO
Tpex JieT (deTbipe rnorpedeHus), oxHo norpedenne peden-
Ka IIIECTH JIET U JBa IorpeOeHust 1eTeil B BO3pacTe AECITH
n oguHHaguatH jer. Cyas mo MaTepuanaM MOTHIIBHHKA,
Y OTOW TpYIIIBI HACEIEHHUS OCHOBHAsh CMEPTHOCTH AETel
MIPOXOAMIIACH Ha IIEpBBIE TPU rofa Xu3HU. Ilo MHEHHIO
uccienoBaTese, U3BECTHBIE HAaM MOTHJIBHHKH HE MOTYT
B IOJHOH Mepe OTpPa3HUTh pPEaIbHBI ypOBEHb AETCKOU
cmeprHocta [11. C. 61]. DTO MHEHHE MOXKET OBITh ITOA-
TBEPXKJICHO HECKOJNBKUMHU (akTamu. Bo-nmepBbix, Ha Mo-
THJIBHUKE HE OBLIO 3a()MKCHPOBAHO HU OIHOTO rorpede-
HUS TpynHoro pebenka. Jlaxke eciy NPUHATH BO BHUMA-
HHE TO, YTO KOCTSKH TPYIHBIX JI€T€H COXPAHSIOTCS To-
pa3no Xyxe, BCe-TaKd JOJDKHBI OBUIM COXPAaHHUTHCS II0-
rpebasibHble KOHCTPYKLUH, B KOTOPBIX MOTJIM OBITH ITO-
XOpOHEHBI MJa/ieHIbl. Te O0OBEeKTH, KOTOpbIE YCIOBHO
MOXHO HAa3BaTh MOTWJIAMH TPYAHBIX JAeTed (Tae He 3a-
(DMKCUPOBaHBI OCTATKH WJIM CIIEABI CKEJIETOB, HAIpUMeEp
00beKT 12), CIWITKOM MallOYUCIeHHBL [ TmOXOpoH
TPYIHBIX J€Te B BO3pacTe J0 OJHOrO Toja MOr Cylie-
CTBOBaTh OCOOBIN MOrpeOaNbHEI 00psa, HEe (UKCHUpYe-
MBI apXEOJIOrMYECKH.

Taxum 00pa3om, JeTcKuil morpedanbHbI 00psiT HAa MO-
riwibHEKe CTemymika-2 MpeiCcTaBlIeH OOBIMHO OJXMHOYHON
MHTYManuel, COBEPIICHHON B HEITTyOOKMX sIMax, B KaMEH-
HBIX ¥, BO3MOXXHO, KOMOHMHHPOBAHHBIX KaMEHHO-IEpe-
BAHHBIX smpkax. Ha Crenymike-2 3aduKCHpoOBaHO TOIBKO
OJHO TapHOE 3axOpoHeHHe pebeHka 11 jer ¢ B3pocmon
skeHinnHoW. Ha Cremymike-1 Takxke 0OTMEUEHO OJHO map-
Hoe rorpe0eHue, e ObUTM NOXOPOHEHB! peOCHOK U YOu-
ThIA MyxuuHa [6; 12. C. 260, 262. Puc. 3—7]. Ilouru BCe
JIeTH, orpedeHHbIe Ha MOrmwibHUKe Cremymike-2, yiaoxe-
HBI TOJIOBOI Ha BOCTOK, TOJIBKO KOCTSK peOEHKA B 00OBEKTE
2 UMeN OpUEHTHPOBKY I'OJIOBOM HA 3amal.

KoHneHTpamys OCHOBHOro uucia AETCKUX Iorpede-
HUH B IEHTPAJIBHOW YacTH MOTHIIbHHKA CBSI3aHA C TPaIH-
nueii  000coOeHHs JEeTCKHX MOrmi. Tak, B JIOJHHE
p- Karyns uzBecren mormwibHuk buke I, Ha kKoTopoM wHc-
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CIEJOBaHbl MOYTH JBa AECATKA KypraHOB TOIBKO C IIO-
rpebennsmu aereit 10—14 ner u rpygHoro Bospacra [13.
C. 89]. DTOT MOTHIBHUK TaKXe OTHOCHUTCS K OyiaH-
KOOMHCKOM KyJIBTYPE W XPOHOJOTHYECKH OJIM30K morpe-
6ennsim MormipHUKa Cremymka-2. KoneuHo, 3axopone-
HHE JIeTeH OTAENBHO OT B3POCIBIX HE OBUIO 00s3aTEIbHOMN
TpaguLed, MOCKOJbKY JETCKHE IOrpeOeHHs, KaK MBI
BHJVM, COBEpLIAIUCH U BMECTE€ C B3poCHbIMU. Tem He
MEHee TeHJEeHIUsI 000coOJIeHHs MAETCKMX MOI'MJ Ha
HEKPOIIOJIE MPOSIBIISIETCS OTUETIIUBO.

Cpenu MarepuajoB JETCKUX IorpeOeHuit  Obutn
BCTPEUEHBbl BEIM, PEIKUE I OCTaIbHBIX Moruia. B
IEPBYI0 OYEpEAb CTOMT OTMETUTh HAXOAKH MAaHIUPHOU
IUIACTUHBI W OOJIOMKHM KaMEHHBIX J>XEPHOBOB pPYYHOH
MeNbHUIBL. J{715 TaMsATHUKOB OyinaH-KOOMHCKOH KyJbTYy-
pBI TAHIWPHBIE IUTACTHHBI JOBOJBHO pEIKas HaxoiKa,
BO3MOXKHO, HM3-32 BBICOKOH ILIeHHOCTH naocnexa. Camble
paHHHUE CIy4an OOHApYKEHHUs >KEIE3HBIX MMaHIUPHBIX
IUTaCTUH Ha Autae 3a)MKCHPOBAHBI B KEHCKHUX ITorpeoe-
Husx MmorwibHuKa fnoman-II. Cxopee Bcero, morpeOeH-
HBI€ JKEHIUHBI JOCIIEXOM HE IOJIb30BAINCh, a IUIACTHHEI
OBUTH TIOJIOXKEHBI C KAKUMH-TO OXPAHUTEIFHBIMH LIEISIMHU
[14. C. 84]. B nmamsarHuKax Anrtas MPEATIOPKCKOTO Bpe-
MEHH TAK)K€ M3BECTHBI HAXOJKHU YacTel MaHIUPEH, KOTOo-
pBle HAXOAWINCH B IMOrpeOCHMAX B3POCIBIX Jrojer [15—
18]. Ha Crenymike-2 muacTiHa HaXOAwWiIachk B morpede-
HHUH peOeHKa JIBYX JIET, I03TOMY HEPEAIbHO HCIOJIb30Ba-
HUE Joclexa yMepHmuM Ipu xu3Hu. Haxomku nannmp-
HBIX IUIACTHH B JKEHCKHX M JIETCKUX ITOrpeOeHUsIX CBHIE-
TENBCTBYIOT, UTO 3TH BEIIM HAJEISINCh HEKMMH Kade-
CTBaMH, HEOOXOIMMBIMU B KaKHX-TO CIIydasx IUIsl IIpOBe-
JIeHUsI ITorpedanbHOro o0psa KeHIINH U IeTeH.

’KepHOBa BCTpeUEHBI BIIEPBLIE CPEAY MATEPUATIOB MO-
rpebasbHBIX MaMITHUKOB OyJIaH-KOOMHCKOWH KYJBTYPHI.
Kax yka3pIBaNOCH BBINIC, OHU HAXOJVIIUCh Ha HACHITISX
KypranoB. YacTu py4HBIX METBHHUII, KaK U JPYTUC BEIIH,
CBSA3aHHBIE C 3€MJIEJEIIUEM, HE YKIIAbIBAIUCh B MOTHIIb-
HyIO iMy. DUKCHUPYS 36pPHOTEPKU U KEPHOBA HA HACHIIAX,
MHOTHE HCCIIEAOBATENN CUNTAIM TaKWe HaXOAKH Ooiee
MO3HUMH IOJHOIIEHUSIMH, COBEPIIECHHBIMH B JTHOIpa-
¢mueckoe Bpems. OHAKO B HEKOTOPBIX CIIydasx >KEpHO-
Ba (PUKCHPOBAIUCh B TAKWX KOHTEKCTAaX, YTO IPHUHAI-
JISKHOCTh MX K OJHOMY BPEMEHH C ITOrpeOEHHEM HE BbI-
3pIBaeT coMHeHUH [19]. O4eBHOHO, YTO WCIIOIH30BAHHC
JKEPHOBOB PYYHBIX MEJIBHUL], 36PHOTEPOK, CEPIOB B IO-
rpebasibHOM 00psine ObUIO YCTOWYMBOW Tpaguuuend y
HaceneHHs AJTas M CONpPENENbHBIX PETMOHOB. B TO ke
BpeMsl HECOMHEHHO, YTO TAKHE BEIIU YKIAAbIBAIUCH B
KaKHX-TO 0COOBIX cirydasix. MOXXHO MPEAIIOI0XKNTh, YTO B
JTAHHOM D3IIM30/1€ HEOOXOJUMOCTh HCHOJIB30BAHUS Kep-
HOBOB B TOTrpedajIbHOM 00psifie MOIIa OBITh BBI3BAaHA BbI-
COKOH CMEPTHOCTBIO AETEN.

Ilo HameMy MHEHMIO, IMEHHO JTU JBE KaTErOpUU Be-
el (MaHIMPHBIE IDIACTUHBI U )KEPHOBA) HA MOTHJIHHUKE
Crenymka-2 HauOoliee SBHO IEMOHCTPHPYIOT 0c000e
OTHOILIEHHWE HAacCeJIeHUs] AJTasi T'yHHO-CApMAaTCKOIO Bpe-
MeHH K cmeptu gereil. C TiayOokoil JpeBHOCTH 00pa3s
KCHIIMHBI ¥ peOeHKa ObUT CBS3aH C MPOAOIDKEHUEM XKH3-
HU. [ OnaromoigyYHoro BOCIIPOM3BOJICTBA ITOTOMCTBA
HEoOXOoANMBI OBUIM HEKHE OcOoOble NEHCTBHS BO BpeEMs
morpe0asbHOro 00psiia, 94TO W CIOCOOCTBOBAJIO PACIIO-



JIO)KEHHIO ATUX HM3JENUI B IETCKUX MOTMIIAX HEKPOIIOJISL.
OTO MOATBEP)KAACTCS M HAXOJKAMHU YKPAIIEHUH, BBIION-
HSBIIUX OXPAHUTENbHBIC (PYHKINH.

Wrak, paccMoTpeHHass cepHsi NETCKUX HorpeOeHmit
JIEMOHCTPHpYET 0c000€ OTHOILICHWE HaceleHus Anras
T'YHHO-CapMaTCKOro BPEMEHH K JETCKOHM CMEpPTHOCTH.
Ckopee Bcero, HEKOTOPHIE PUTYaJbl, IIPOBOANUMBIC HPHU
norpeOeHNN yMepInX JeTel, ObUTH HallpaBJIeHbl Ha OJa-
TOITOJIyYHOE BOCIIPOM3BOZICTBO HOBOTO ITIOTOMCTBa. He-
3HAYMTEIbHAS J0JS JAETCKUX HOrpeOeHrii Ha HEKporole
HE OTpa’kaeT peasibHbIi YPOBEHb JETCKOH CMEPTHOCTH

TOrO MEPHO/IAa. ITO MOXKET OOBSICHITHCS CYIIECTBOBAHHU-
€M 0COOBIX MJIAJICHYECKUX U JCTCKUX MOrpedanbHbIX 00-
PAI0B, HEe (QUKCHPYEMBIX apXeoJIOrMYecKd (Kak oTMeya-
JIOCh BBIIIE, HA MOTHJIBHUKE HE ObUIO 3apErHCTPHPOBAHO
HU OJHOTO MorpedeHus TpyaHoro pedenka). O60CHOBaH-
HOT'O ¥ YOEIUTEIBHOr0 O0BSICHEHUS! TUCIPOIIOPIIMU MYXK-
CKUX U JKEHCKUX MMOrpeOeHuil Ha JaHHBIH MOMEHT Yy HAC
HET, MOITOMY HEOOXOAUMO MPOIOIKUTE HCCIIEIOBAHUS B
9TOM HAIPABJICHUU C MPUBJICYCHUEM MATEPUAJIOB JPYTHX
MOJIHOCTBIO MCCIIEOBAHHBIX MOTMIIBHUKOB AJITasi TYHHO-
CapMaTCKOro BPEMEHH.
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In this paper we made a generalization of materials from children’s graves at the Stepushka-2 cemetery (Altai). The cemetery of
Stepushka-2 belongs to the Bulan-Koba culture of the Hun-Sarmatian time. In 2010, this monument was fully explored. The burials
date within the second half of the third — first half of the fourth centuries AD. A detailed study of the features of the objects and the
grave goods allowed discovering the features of the children’s burial rite. Most of the children’s graves were single burials. They
were located in the central part of the cemetery, and they were surrounded by the graves of adults. The above-ground constructions
were stone mounds, or ring-fences along the perimeter. The burials were in shallow pits, some in stone boxes, in others structures
inside graves were probably made from wood, therefore were not preserved. Some burial had quite a lot of grave goods (pendants, a
toilet brush, beads, earrings, etc.), while others had none. Among the materials from the children’s burials were things not typical of
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the rest of the graves: an armor plate and fragments of hand mill millstones. According to the authors, these two categories of things
demonstrate the special attitude of the Altai population in the Hun-Sarmatian time to the child mortality. From ancient times, the
image of a woman and a child was associated with the continuation of life. For successful reproduction of population special actions
were necessary during the burial rite, which contributed to the placement of these two categories of things in children’s tombs of the
necropolis. This is confirmed by the findings of jewelry which performed protective functions. The authors also believe that for peo-
ple who built this cemetery, the children’s funeral ceremony did not have the meaning of the funeral only. Most likely, some rituals
conducted at children’s burials were aimed to the safe reproduction of the new posterity. The small proportion of children buried in
the necropolis does not reflect the real level of child mortality of the period. This can be explained by the existence of specific infant
and children’s funeral rites which are not determined by archaeological methods (as presently constituted, the cemetery did not have
a single burial of an infant). Currently, the imbalance of male and female burials is impossible to explain reasonably and convincing-
ly; therefore, it is necessary to continue research in this area with the assistance of other materials from the fully investigated ceme-
teries of Altai of the Hun-Sarmatian time.
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