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Biography is a complex structure, which is synchronous in nature, there is change and movement
in time. As a result the life is depicted not as a chaotic set of unrelated circumstances, actions, etc., but
as a meaningful whole. Biography, as a type of narrative about the life of real, specific person, can be
represented in various forms depending on the functional and address purpose. For example, the bibli-
ographer A.I. Reitblat allocates the following types of biography as a scientific monograph, a popular
biographical sketch, biographical novel, article in dictionary or encyclopedia, autobiography, and
obituaries.

All of these materials have different importance in the reconstruction of individuals’ life way.
Doctor of philosophy S. N. Ikonnikova identifies several models for biographical research:

• Chronological model is the simplest diagram of the playback of life path
from birth to death. It shows the main and socially significant events from the life of the person in

chronological order.
• Functional model. Focus is on those stages of the
life path, where the main type of professional activity traced.
• Psychological model. Here the center for the study is the motives of actions, the search for ac-

ceptance solutions, description of intentions, fears, experiences, self-realization.
• Sociological model represents typical circumstances determining
the people lives’ way depending on their belonging to different social groups, i.e. the fate of the

individual reflects the historical events of the era (war, reform, migration, etc.).
• Cultural model describes personality in the socio-cultural context.
Biographies of pop stars, political leaders and other famous persons became widespread in popu-

lar culture.
Each culture creates its own type of person whose behavior is entirely predetermined by cultural codes

of the epoch. They become a program of future behavior, actively bringing a person to the ideal norm.
Russian scholar and linguist G. Sil’nitskiy in the base of the classification of biographies puts the

work of the individual that he divides into the teleological, chronostructural and innovative works. In
"personal history," there are highlighted four versions of the biographies that have very blurred
boundaries: public, private, internal and autobiography.
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Given personality types not only in the biographical structure, they set the basis for constructing
models and often combined among themselves. As we can see, biographies can be classified on vari-
ous grounds: historical epochs, the geographic, ethnic, cultural, social or other characteristics, as well
as the types and outcomes of leading characters’ activities.

References

1. Belenkiy, I.L. (1994) Biografika [Biography Studies]. In: Yanin, V.L. (ed.) Otechestvennaya
istoriya: entsikl.: v 5 t. [National History. In 5 vols]. Vol. 1. Moscow: Bolshaya Sovetskaya Entsik-
lopediya. pp. 211–212.

2. Belenkiy, I.L. (2005) Biografiya i biografika v otechestvennoy kul'turno-istoricheskoy traditsii
[Biography and Biography Studies in the national, cultural and historical traditions]. In: Repina, L.P.
(ed.) Istoriya cherez lichnost': istoricheskaya biografiya segodnya [History through the person: His-
torical biography today]. Moscow: Kvadriga. pp. 37–54.

3. Vakhrameeva, O.B. (2013) Biografika kak nauchnaya distsiplina [Biography Studies as a sci-
entific discipline]. In: Biografika: metodika napisaniya biografiy [Biography Strudies: A technique of
writing biographies]. St. Petersburg. pp. 10–58.

4. Petrovskaya, I.F. (2010) Biografika: vvedenie v nauku i obozrenie istochnikov biograficheskikh
svedeniy o deyatelyakh Rossii 1801–1917 godov [Biography Studies: An introduction to the science
and review of the sources of biographical information on Russian characters in 1801–1917 years]. St.
Petersburg: Petropolis.

5. Repina, L.P. (1999) “Personal'naya istoriya”: biografiya kak sredstvo istoricheskogo poznaniya
[“Personal History”: Biography Studies as a means of historical knowledge]. In: Bessmertnyy, Yu.L.
& Boytsov, M.A. (eds) Kazus: individual'noe i unikal'noe v istorii [Casus: Individual and unique in
history]. Issue 2. Moscow: RAS. pp. 76–100.

6. Valevskiy, A.L. (1995) Biografika kak distsiplina gumanitarnogo tsikla [Biography Studies as
a humanity]. In: Pavlova, M.M. & Lavrov, A.V. (eds) Litsa [Faces]. Issue 6. pp. 32–68.

7. Ikonnikova, S.N. (2012) Biografika kak chast' istoricheskoy kul'turologii [Biography of a part
of historical cultural studies]. Vestn. SPbGUKI. 2(11). pp. 6–10.

8. Vinokur, G.O. (1997) Biografiya i kul'tura: Russkoe stsenicheskoe proiznoshenie [Biography
and Culture: Russian stage pronunciation]. Moscow: Russkie slovari. pp. 11-23.

9. Kreydenko, V.S. (2011) Vydayushchiesya bibliotekovedy, bibliografovedy i knigovedy kak
ob"ekt issledovaniya: A pochemu by i net? [Outstanding library scientists, bibliographer and book
researchers as a research object: Why not?]. Bibliosfera. 2. pp. 3-10.

10. Reytblat, A.N. (2014) Pisat' poperek: stat'i po biografike, sotsiologii i istorii literatury [Writ-
ing across: Articles on biography, sociology and literary history]. Moscow: NLO. pp. 211–226.

11. Reytblat, A.N. (2014) Pisat' poperek: stat'i po biografike, sotsiologii i istorii literatury [Writ-
ing across: Articles on biography, sociology and literary history]. Moscow: NLO. pp. 195–202.

12. Ikonnikova, S.N. (2005) Istoriya kul'turologicheskikh teoriy [The History of Cultural Studies
Theories]. St. Petersburg: Piter. pp. 80–96.

13. Lotman, Yu.M. (1992) Izbrannye stat'i [Selected Articles]. Vol. 1. Tallin: Aleksandra.
pp. 365–376.

14. Florovskiy, G. (1998) Iz proshlogo russkoy mysli [From the past of the Russian thought].
Moscow: Agraf.

15. Silnitskiy, G.G. (2001) Rossiya v poiskakh smysla [Russia's Search for Meaning]. Smolensk:
[s.n.].

16. Bespalova, Yu.M. (2004) Biograficheskie issledovaniya v sotsiologii kul'tury [Biographical
research in the sociology of culture]. Vestnik Tyumenskogo gos. universiteta. 4. pp. 21–33.

17. Erokhina, G.S. (2011) K voprosu izucheniya istorii bibliotechnoy preemstvennosti v Nauch-
noy biblioteke TGU [On studying the history of the library succession in the TSU Research Library].
In: Erokhina, G.S., Alekseeva, M.I., Kolosova, G.I., Osipova, E.A. & Shaburova, O.G. (eds) Nauch-
naya biblioteka v sisteme universiteta [The Research Library in the university system]. Tomsk: Tomsk
State University. pp. 90–94.

18. Varganova, G.V. (2015) Prosopograficheskie issledovaniya v bibliotekovedenii : me-
todologicheskiy aspekt [Prosopography in the library studies: methodology]. Bibliosfera. 3. pp. 3–7.

19 Erokhina, G.S. & Kolosova, G.I. (2012) Filimonov Mikhail Rodionovich [Mikhail Filimonov].
Tomsk: Tomsk State University.




