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problem, regional specifics, Tomsk province.

The aim of the article is to study the scientific reflection on the formation the protection of cul-
tural monuments system in the early years of Soviet power. The problems of identification, study,
preservation of cultural heritage objects and their state protection are especially actualized during
periods of social upheaval and transformation, since they are closely connected with the rethinking of
socially significant values. The database for the consisted of 47 publications, mostly of a research
nature, which have been written from 1919 to 2015, which deal with the problem of the formation the
protection of monuments system in the early years of Soviet power.

The article defines the main vectors of research published in different historical periods, reveals
the key dates, publications and trends characteristic of the process.

The period of the 1920s is characterized as the time for posing problems that have not lost their
relevance at the present time: the interpretation of the cultural heritage as the basis for social trans-
formations, the need for elaborating state policy in this sphere, the meaning of the term "cultural
monument", the association between cultural monuments protection and museum activity. The period
of 1930-1960-ies is revealed in the context of the prevailing tendencies - the research of the cultural
monuments protection activity exclusively within the framework of the paradigm of cultural heritage
as a public property based on the official Soviet ideology. The departure from these trends in the
1970s and the active change of the research vector in the 1980-1990s have been proved.
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Three directions of modern research that took shape at the turn of the 20th and 21st centuries

were singled out and characterized. The first concerns the development of the Soviet legislative
framework in the field of cultural heritage protection. For the second direction, it is characteristic to
study the specifics of protection activity in relation to different types of monuments. The third direc-
tion consists in the historical reconstruction of the process the monumental protection activity forma-
tion. The dominance of the local level of historical reconstructions is underlined.

The materials concerning the territory of Tomsk province are considered in more detail. It is
concluded that there are currently no works on Tomsk province that would fully reflect the organiza-
tional and content part of the monumental activities in the 1920s. Researchers most often address their
issues of individual episodes in the organization of the museum business, the artistic life of the city
and the biographies of the staff, without directly stopping at the problems of cultural heritage protec-
tion. This topic requires special study.

It is necessary to clarify the chronological framework for the reorganization of the administrative
structure, a more detailed coverage of the conditions for the functioning of the monuments protection
bodies, their activities and the results, since they reflect the specific historical experience realized in
the conditions of the change and formation of a new social system.
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