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A SOCIETY WITHOUT DEATH OR THE HEGEMONY OF THE SOCIAL
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The influence of the accelerated pace of life to social relation to death in contemporary society is
considered in the article. Technology has liberated people from many routine tasks, leaving the possi-
bility of creative life for them. However, released for creativity time is being mercilessly destroyed in
society of consumerism and mass culture. Acute shortage of time creates a new image of society in
which death has no place. Forms of social learning of space expand, creating a social escapism which
is an escape from reality into the sphere of the social.

Death as the last bastion of reality is strongly ignored, and a society supports the socio-
psychological setting of continuous social activity and productivity, which contribute to belief in over-
coming of death, or social immortality. At the same time, society realizes the hollowness of such im-
mortality, because nobody is exempt from physical death. People begin to experiment with reality,
constantly generating new forms of duration: marriage is no longer seen as an eternal union, the work
is not a place to which man is bound all his life. Contemporary man has an unusually long life, using
countless possibilities.

Death is tabooed by both the acceleration of the pace of life and the growth of social in man. The
breach of the taboo puts the marginal position all humans, who are touched with a death. The largest of
this marginal groups are old-aged people. Being outside of the active social life, they inhabit «social
desert» of contemporaneity, in which life is too close to death. Because of this proximity to a death
old-aged people are exposed to all kinds of segregation and discrimination.

Aforesaid phenomena create a need for a kind of «thanatological reform», which will redefine the
social in terms of mass and infinite acceleration in the pace of life in favor of friendly cooperation and
temporal continuity. The reform involves changes in various areas: art, science, politics, law, educa-
tion. Breaking the taboo from the death marks the total freedom and responsibility, when people do not
simply increase the number of created forms, but fill them with qualitative content, for which they are
responsible. Thus, a society has a proper place for a death.

References

1. Durkheim, E. (1994) Samoubiystvo: Sotsiologicheskiy etyud [Suicide: A Sociological Etude].
Translated from French. Moscow: Mysl'.

2. Toffler, A. (2002) Shok budushchego [Future Shock]. Translated from English by V. Kulagina-
Yartseva. Moscow: AST.

3. Thomas, L.V. (1988) La mort [Death]. Paris: PUF.
4. Morin, E. (1970) L'Homme et la mort [Man and Death]. Paris: Seuil.
5. Mora, J.F. (1968) L'Expérience de la mort d'autrui [The experience of other’s death]. In: Hahn,

G. (ed.) Le temps et la mort dans la philosophie espagnole contemporaine [Time and Death in Con-
temporary Spanish Philosophy]. Toulouse: Edouard Privat.

6. Ariès, P. (1992) Chelovek pered litsom smerti [Man in the Face of Death]. Translated from
French by V.K. Ronin. Moscow: Progress.

7. Brim O.G.Jr., Freeman, H.E., Levine, S. & Scotch, N.A. (eds) (1970) The Dying Patient. New
York: Russell Sage Foundation.

8. Bussières, L. (2009) Évolution des rites funéraires et du rapport à la mort dans la perspective
des sciences humaines et socials [Evolution of funerary rites and relation to death from the perspective
of human and social sciences]. Ontario: Luc Bussières.

9. Rousseau, J.J. (1998) Ob obshchestvennom dogovore. Traktaty [On The Social Contract. Trea-
tises]. Translated from French by A.D. Khayutin, V.S. Alekseev-Popov. Moscow: KANON-press.

10. Kropotkin, P.A. (2007) Vzaimopomoshch' kak faktor evolyutsii [Mutual  Aid  as  a  Factor  of
Evolution]. Moscow: Samoobrazovanie.

mailto:borisovnik7:@yandex.ru


, 77

11. Ortega y Gasset, H. (2002) Vosstanie mass [The Revolt of the Masses]. Translated from Span-
ish. Moscow: AST.

12. Baudrillard, J. (2000a) V teni molchalivogo bol'shinstva, ili Konets sotsial'nogo [In the
Shadow of the Silent Majority, or the End of the Social]. Translated from French by N.V. Suslov.
Ekaterinburg: Ural State University.

13. Baudrillard, J. (2000b) Simvolicheskiy obmen i smert' [Symbolic Exchange And Death].
Translated from French by S.N. Zenkin. Moscow: Dobrosvet.

14. Chardouillet, J.-F.-E. (1850) Les Cimetières sont-ils des foyers d'infection? [Are cemeteries a
hotbed of infection?]. Paris: [s.n.].

15. Fedorov, N.F. (1995) Sobranie sochineniy v chetyrekh tomakh [Collected Works in 4 vols].
Vol. 2. Moscow: Progress.

16. Husserl, E. (1994) Fenomenologiya vnutrennego soznaniya vremeni [Phenomenology of The
Inner Consciousness of Time]. Translated from German by D. Sklyadnev. Moscow: Gnozis.

17. Derrida, J. (2006) Prizraki Marksa. Gosudarstvo dolga, rabota skorbi i novyy internatsional
[The Ghosts of Marx. The State of Duty, the Work of Sorrow and the New International]. Translated
from French by B. Skuratov. Moscow: Ecce homo.




