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Abstract. At the Institute of applied mathematics and computer science of 
National research Tomsk state university, annually for twenty years a scien-
tific and practical student conference is held. The main purpose of this confer-
ence is to provide an opportunity for future specialists to implement the skills 
and abilities of practical language skills in situations of foreign language pro-
fessional and scientific communication, namely to make reports in a foreign 
language, to discuss topics related to the scientific work of the conference par-
ticipants. Teachers of the department of the English language of natural sci-
ence and physics and mathematics faculties take an active part in organizing 
the conference; prepare bachelors and masters for presentation with reports in 
English. The article considers the method of training bachelors and masters to 
speak with their project in English at a research and practical conference in a 
non-language university and the role of the English language teacher in the 
developing of skills of speech at the conference at each stage of preparation. 
Many years method of preparing students to speak at a research and practical 
conference in a foreign language (English) at this Institute shows positive re-
sults. Students adequately present their scientific reports, showing a confident 
knowledge of English as a means of professional communication, thereby in-
creasing the motivation for further improvement of English language for pro-
fessional purposes. 
Keywords: British non-language universities, a research and practical confer-
ence, speaking skills, professional and scientific communication, presentation. 

 
Introduction 

 
The preparation of bachelors and masters for research activities is re-

flected in the Russian Federal educational standards (RFES) and is an ob-
ligatory part of the model of a specialist in higher professional education. In 
this regard, research activity is becoming increasingly important and is be-
coming one of the main components of professional training for the future 
specialist. 

In our opinion, a scientific and practical conference where students 
take the first steps towards discoveries and research plays a huge role in their 
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research activities and as a consequence is an important part of the educa-
tional process. For this reason, special attention is paid to the training of stu-
dents for the speech performance. 

The conference is a form of organization of scientific activity, in 
which researchers present and discuss their work. Conferences have a num-
ber of advantages in comparison with traditional seminars and trainings. The 
most important of which is that the presentation of participants on similar 
topics allows consideration of the issue from several sides; the one-sidedness 
inherent in teaching by one teacher disappears. The conferences facilitates 
hearing about different approaches to solving one problem [1]. 

At present, due to the new requirements of the RFES in the training of 
specialists, it has become traditional to conduct research and practical stu-
dent’s conferences in non-language universities. 

The research and practical conference has become a conference where 
knowledge and experience are exchanged for various kinds of practical and 
applied tasks, and a conference organized and conducted in a foreign lan-
guage at a non-language university allowings you to implement and improve 
the skills and abilities of practical language proficiency in situations of for-
eign professional and scientific communication [2]. 

In modern conditions, teaching professional English is an important 
task, especially in the field of training bachelors and masters of technical 
departments. Today, many companies and even state enterprises require of 
their specialists to know a foreign language, since both their import and ex-
port activities are often connected with foreign partners, as well as realities 
of modern education requiring cooperation with foreign universities [3]. 

The purpose of teaching foreign languages in non-language universi-
ties is to achieve a level sufficient for the practical use of foreign language in 
future professional activities. 

 
Stages of preparation of bachelors and masters  

to make a speech at the conference 
 

At the Institute of applied mathematics and computer science of Na-
tional Research Tomsk State University, annually for twenty years a scien-
tific and practical student conference has been held. Teachers of the depart-
ment of the English language of natural science and physics and mathemat-
ics faculties take an active part in organizing the conference; prepare bache-
lors and masters for presentation with reports in English, knowledge of 
which for the future specialist is a necessary component in the development 
of a fully developed personality. 

The main purpose of the scientific conference is to provide an oppor-
tunity for future specialists to implement the skills and abilities of practical 
language skills in situations of foreign language professional and scientific 
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communication, namely to make reports in a foreign language, to discuss 
topics related to the scientific work of the conference participants. Speakers' 
presentations on research in the professional field of students are presented 
in foreign (English) language and accompanied by a demonstration of 
presentations in PowerPoint format. The time allocated for each report is no 
more than 10 minutes. Very important, in our opinion, is the period of dis-
cussion of the report, since it is at this stage that students demonstrate the 
ability to conduct a dialogue in a foreign language on professional topics. 

To participate in the conference, which is held regularly in spring, 
bachelors and masters under the guidance of teachers begin to prepare from 
the start of the school year. The ground work and research work take place in 
several stages, which we will consider, emphasizing the role of the English 
teacher in each. 

Considering the stages of formation of skills of speech at the research 
and practical conference of bachelors and masters, it should be noted that the 
preparation of bachelors of the 3rd year to the presentation of the report is 
different from that of masters, due to different goals, objectives and content 
of training programs depending on the qualification of the graduate in the 
relevant areas. If students of the third year of study, mastering the variable 
(obligatory) part of the basic educational curriculum (BEC) of the bachelor's 
degree in foreign (English) language, after having passed the basic course, 
only start to study the professionally oriented language, the master students 
already have the opportunity to further develop and improve professionally -
oriented foreign-language communicative competence for solving academic 
and research problems, as well as for implementation of intercultural voca-
tional guidance communication with representatives of the scientific world. 
Taking this into account, it is necessary to differentiate work in the stages of 
preparation for a speech at the conference. 

First stage is the collection of information on the chosen research top-
ic with the academic advisor. At this stage, we mean a large amount of inde-
pendent work of a bachelor or a master's degree student who are engaged in 
search for authentic materials on the chosen topic in English, reading them, 
gaining vocabulary on a given topic (professional terms, clichés, etc.). In the 
case of bachelors, it is also introduction to professional vocabulary, unlike 
master degree students who already have experience. Reading scientific arti-
cles on a given topic allows bachelors to get acquainted with the most fre-
quently used vocabulary and grammatical structures in their professional 
field, and their colleagues studying at the next stage, to improve their gram-
matical competence. This stage is the longest in time: hard work begins long 
before the conference, six months or more. 

The role and work of an English teacher at this stage is great and re-
sponsible. It is necessary not only to properly organize the independent work 
of students (recommend sources of material search, determine the volume 
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and level of complexity of texts in accordance with the level of English lan-
guage proficiency of the student, etc.), but also its control. By exercising 
control at this stage, the English teacher checks the reading and translation of 
randomly selected passages from the text, correcting, if necessary, pronunci-
ation and checking the reading comprehension. In addition, the teacher con-
ducts a short conversation on the material read, having listened to the pre-
pared retelling of the text, thereby developing monological speech and the 
ability to conduct a dialogue, which is extremely important in terms of pre-
paring for the conference.  

Second stage - preparation of the report. Having passed the first long 
stage of information gathering, potential speakers start preparing their report. 
At this stage, students in the classroom with the teacher get acquainted with 
the linguistic features of writing a report on scientific activities in the form 
of a scientific report, as well as a scientific article, which is especially im-
portant for novice scientists - masters and postgraduate students, and there-
fore learning their written scientific speech is given special attention [4]. 
Work in the classroom is also accompanied by the independent work of the 
students on the analysis of authentic sample texts. In the classroom and in-
dependently, they perform exercises in order to examen means of cohesive-
ness, to replace synonyms, to analyze the grammatical features of individual 
parts of the text (for example, the use of modern forms and constructions in 
the annotation to the article, articles in headings, etc.). In addition, the teach-
er offers a number of exercises to work with language clichés of scientific 
style and with special professional terminology, as well as exercises for their 
consolidation. In addition to the exercises of the lexical and grammatical 
block, exercises aimed at the development of oral communication skills are 
used, in which students are invited to analyze, compare, identify shortcom-
ings and improve certain parts of the proposed scientific article or report. For 
these purposes, it is proposed to perform a number of question-answer exer-
cises and exercises-statements of one’s own opinion on the problem. This 
stage also involves the study of formal requirements for the publication of 
abstracts and articles and for the presentation of reports at the conference. 

The result of the work at this stage is the draft version of the report in 
English, which should take into account all the rules and requirements for 
writing a report. 

Third stage - correction of the report and preparation for the presenta-
tion implies the joint work of the teacher and the speaker. This work can be 
conducted in the classroom with the participation of other speakers, who, 
analyzing the report of their colleague, not only help to improve one’s re-
port, but also get the opportunity to correct similar mistakes and shortcom-
ings in their own. In addition, this option may be a rehearsal of the perfor-
mance in front of the public, especially if the student has no such experience. 
The work of the teacher and speaker at this stage can also be carried out out-
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side the classroom. The report and presentation can be checked and adjusted 
individually through Internet communications which like other information 
and communication technologies (ICT), play a major role in teaching a for-
eign language [5]. 

Fourth stage - presentation at the conference and its analysis. The main 
role at this stage belongs to the speakers, but the teacher attending the confer-
ence, after listening to the reports, analyzes them and discusses all pros and 
cons of reports, presentations with students after the conference. The analysis 
of shortcomings and especially the emphasis on positive points are necessary 
to increase the motivation for mastering the English language to continue the 
effective work of students in their professional field of activity. 

 
Conclusion 

 
Summing up, it should be said that the carefully designed and im-

proved for many years method of preparing students to speak at a research 
and practical conference in a foreign language (English) at the faculty of 
computer science of Tomsk state university shows positive results. Students 
adequately present their scientific reports, showing a confident knowledge of 
English as a means of professional communication, thereby increasing the 
motivation for further improvement of English language for professional 
purposes. 
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