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THE METHOD OF VERSE TRANSLATION:
DICTUM-MODUS POTENTIAL
(peculiarities of content and form)

N.A. Verkhoturova

Abstract. The article presents the hypothesis that the method of a verse trans-
lation is determined by its dictum-modus potential expressed both explicitly
and implicitly. The rhythm-syntactic level of the poem specifically organizes
implicit content of the poem that is proved by a comparative verse analysis.
The method of translation chosen by the author reflects dictum-modus poten-
tial of original texts and a unique style of the author-translator. This hypothe-
sis is checked on the material of I. Bunin’s poem «Monodocmey» and its trans-
lation into English by 1. Zheleznova “Youth”. The verse is studied as a special
form of verbal organization that is not similar either to the piece of music or to
the prose. The verbal form of the verse (determined by its composition, syntax
and probably unique author’s characteristics) results in the necessity of im-
plicit pragmatic information, while prose conveys to the recipient this extra
linguistic information explicitly. Due to this fact, there are some specific
forms and content peculiarities of the verse. The hypothesis of this article is
that some line positions in a poem are “semantically strong” and others are
“semantically weak”. “Semantically strong” positions are determined, on one
hand, by the poem structure: this is the end of the line, stanza or the whole
poem. This rhythmical structure is the semantic representation of a poem. The
rhythm is capable of emphasizing the psychological verse content. On the
other hand, semantically strong position is made by the syntax. The dictum-
modus comparative analysis of verse lets us speak about the dictum-modus
potential of the original and translated poetic texts. The research interest is fo-
cused on the extra language categories of the poetic texts, expressed through
the rhythmical-syntactic poem structures (strong poetic and syntactic posi-
tions), lexical-semantic repetitions of significant words. These language struc-
tures model the original text conceptual structures and are actualized in trans-
lated poetic texts. In 1. Zheleznova’s translation the central poem image of
youth created by 1. Bunin according to the principal of contrast seasonal de-
scription is changed. In the translation there prevail the audial images express-
ing, probably, the translator’s autobiographical mood. The lyrical mood of the
poem is expressed in the original through the strong positions (the end of the
line and neutral order changes), also through poem content connections made
by the lexemes.

Keywords: modus; implicit information; explicit information; translation
strategy; verse; text semantics; text structure; lexical meaning; semantic com-
ponent; verse rhythm.

Introduction

The way of translation is determined by different factors (author’s
emotion, conversational tone, closeness to the original content, rhythms
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play). So, the analysis of translated texts must be based on these verse char-
acteristics. The method of translation analysis, demonstrated in this article,
makes an accent on specific cognitive and language structures existing in
verse and activating translation mechanisms. Scientific interest of this re-
search is the specific information of the poetry extracted by the translator
from the text in the process of perceiving. This extracted information is dif-
ferent from the prose.

The paper focuses on dictum-modus organization of the proposition
and further, the whole poem in general. The idea of the proposition duality
advanced by Russian linguist T.V. Shmeleva seems to be productive from
the point of view of the translation method. Any proposition contains both
objective information about the world and subjective information. Subjec-
tive information expressed by the speaker at the moment of communication
is featured in the work of T.V. Shmeleva [1]. Searching for objective-
subjective information in translation is the purpose of this article.

The relevance of this research is determined by the character of lan-
guage material - poetic texts reflecting peculiarities of lexical and rhythmic
form of the poetry different from the prose. Following the famous Russian
scientist V. Zhirmunskiy we study the material of poetry as a specific form
of language where a word is influenced by its meaning [2: 14].

The goal of the article is to determine lexical-semantic, phonetic and
rhythm-syntactic regularities of original and translated verse organization, to
study the peculiarities of their dictum-modus transformations in translation.

This research is within the framework of modern translation theory
aimed at studying universal basis in translation of poetic text from one lan-
guage to another. This determines the relevance of the research. There are
scientific works devoted to the description of some universal features laid in
the process of translation (typological dominant of the text by N.V. Shute-
mova [3], the theory of poetic universals translation by K.I. Leontyeva [4],
the theory of topic groups by I.U. Popova [5], the theory of lexical typology
by T.V. Bychkova [6], the method of quantitative analysis of accuracy and
liberty of translation by M.L. Gasparov [7].

Material and methods

As a linguistic material we analyze the poem by I. Bunin «Moio-
docmby, written in 1916 and a Russian translation - the poem “Youth” by
I. Zheleznova. 1. Zheleznova is the author of the poetry book including the
most important poems by A. Pushkin, M. Lermontova, F. Tutcheva, A. Blok,
A. Ahmatova, V. Mayakovsky translated into English [8].

The choice of this poem is determined by its programmed character in
the poetry of I. Bunin, the importance of the image “youth” in the author’s
world picture. This image is very dynamic and has a rich association poten-
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tial. The poem contains recollections of youth associated with a positive atti-
tude with an anxiety before future changes. The image of youth is extracted
from the text integral perception, the first stanza of which is difficult for un-
derstanding. Recollections of youth are conceptualized through changing
pictures of nature (spring - autumn), scenery of Russian steppe. Content mul-
tilayer of the text helps to reveal peculiarities of modus - dictum poem po-
tential reconstructed in the Russian translation on the model: text percep-
tion - its translation from one language system into another - this text
translation into another language.

The general problem dealt with here is the concept of dictum-modus
content organization of verse. A scientific work by T.V. Shmeleva features the
principal implicitness of modus categories. When the absence of its features in
the proposition is a norm, but the presence is the sign of a special case [1]. The
translator as an interpreter and text creator interprets its content in his own
way. These meanings are connected with dictum text content on the whole or
with one of its elements. From this point of view, the category of estimation is
contained in the proposition and is very often expressed through the intonation
(not evidently) [Ibid.]. The intonation itself, rhythmic organization of the verse
(making it different from the prose) lets us look at the verbal verse organiza-
tion in a different way, to show their dictum-modus potential. T.V. Shmeleva
gives us the metaphorical comparison. She compares a proposition dictum
potential with a keyboard. Every proposition is like a separate note or a com-
plex. According to this metaphorical comparison modus is similar to the string
music instrument. All the strings should sound at the same time. And every
time every string gives a unique sound. [Ibid.: 28]. A unique string sound is
appearing in the translation into Russian. The author's interpretation of the text
aimed at its integral and conceptual understanding. Poetic text goes through
some transformations in the process of translation into another language. The
character of these transformations depends on specific implicit information
expressed on different text levels:

- lexical-semantic level (regular repetitions of the same words in the
borders of one stanza or stanzes; words with the same semes; words of the
same lexical-semantic groups or categories);

- phonetical level (alliterations);

- rhythmical-syntactic and wider compositional level.

The hypothesis in this article is as follows. Verse has a specific
rhythmical-syntactic and compositional organization. This idea is studied
very thoroughly because the compositional organization of the text organizes
the verse content and allows expressing subjectively important meanings.

The theoretical background of this hypothesis is the ideas formulated
by a famous Russian linguist L.V. Sakharny [9] developed in the modern
works of E. Uryson [10, 11, 12, etc.]. The hypothesis is that some line posi-
tions in the line are “semantically strong” and others are “semantically
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weak”. “Semantically strong” positions are determined, on one hand, by the
poem structure: this is the end of the line, stanza or the whole poem. This
rhythmical structure is the semantic representation of a poem. The rhythm is
capable of emphasizing the psychological verse content. On the other hand,
semantically strong position is made by the syntax:

1. The violation of word order.

2. The end of the sentence and the end of the attached phrase.

Semantically strong positions may be divided into semantically strong
poem positions and semantically strong syntactic positions. According to
E. Uryson, we can probably claim that semantically strong position in the
poem is marked on the phonological level. This is obvious for the end of the
line (stanza) and for the end of the sentence (attached phrase). These posi-
tions are marked by different pauses and specific prosodies.

As far as the violation of word order in an every day speech is con-
cerned, it also is marked with a specific prosody. The violation of word order
psychologically emphasizes the fragment of the proposition. On the whole,
the fragment of the proposition in a semantically strong position (poetic or
syntactic) is psychologically emphasized [10, 11]. The meaningful im-
portance of the line end is proved by experimental researchers of verse per-
ception. According to these researchers, the end of the poem is a so-called
physical border deliberately made by the poet and not letting to return to
what we have just read [12].

Comparative analysis of original and translated texts reveals the pecu-
liarities of verse form and content. As the object of analysis we study the
Russian poem and its English translation.

As the main method we use the method of cognitive modelling, struc-
ture-semantic and comparative analysis.

The method of analysis. The dictum-modus potential of poems is de-
scribed in two stages.

At the first stage, every line in the first and the second stanzas of Rus-
sian poem «Monodocmsy» by 1. Bunin are subjected to a lexical-semantic
analysis.

Semantically strong poetic positions, expressed by the end of the line
or stanza, convey extra language categories (estimation, motive and the pur-
pose of speech communication, communicative intention, etc.). The end of
the line lexemes form rhythmical pairs and makes conceptual units, resulted
in association chains in a recipient’s consciousness (reader’s, translator’s).

Such conceptual units are realized also on the level of semantically
strong syntactic positions. These positions are based on the semantically im-
portant foregrounding of the words. Lexical, phonetic repetitions and also
repetitions of semantically similar words (with repeated semes), syntactic
parallelism, etc. are studied in the article as the author’s pragmatic markers
that present his attitude to verse content.
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At the second stage, we compare the poem’s dictum-modus potential,
finding out the role of dictum configurations and modus categories in the
language picture of the world modelling process. This modelling is studied
from the point of view of poets-translators.

Research and results
The first stage of Russian verse analysis.

Monoodocmo
B cyxom necy cmpensem Onunmbill KHym,
B kycmapnukxe mpewam xopogul,
U cunue nodcuesicnuxku yeemym,
U noo Hocamu nucm wypuwum 0y608blil.
U xo00am 0oorcoesvle obnaka,
U ceeancum eempom 6 cepom nozne dyem,
U cepoye 6 maiinotl padocmu mockyem,
Ymo orcusns, kKak cmens, Nycma u 6eUKa.

THE FIRST STANZA (original)

B cyxom Jiecy crpeJisieT JVIMHHBIA KHYT,

The highlighted word in this line is kuym at the end of the line in a
strong poem position. The word xxym itself isn’t associated with the concept
of youth, thus it appears as the result of poetic text development. The chang-
es in the direct word order attract our attention (compare.. kHym cmpensem),
where the verb cmpensem is in a strong syntactic position. The seme of the
sound is actualized in the verb semantics and alliterations (kuym,
cmpensem).

B xycrapHuKe TpelmaT KOpPOBbI,

The lexeme xoposut is on the line end, thus in a strong poetic position.
Semantically neutral word order is broken once again by highlighting the
verb mpewam containing the semantic component sound.

U cunme noaCHEeKHUKH LBETYT,

There are highlighted two words cunue and yeemym. The strong posi-
tion of line end and accentologically highlighted word cHrue let us tell
about an important semantic element, which is in a specific line position in
the lexeme. In this context these are lexemes with the color semantics.

N nox Horamm JucT IYPIIUT Ay0OBBIii.

It's obvious that a strong position of the word dyb6ossiii includes this
lexeme into the syntactic position that is important from the point of view of
implicitly expressed concept of the lyrical hero’s youth. We suggest that the
image of an oak is associated with the Western world. This suggestion is
based on our practical knowledge about the world and about the geograph-
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ical localization of this plant. The lexeme wypwum (containing the seme
sound) is highlighted by its strong poetic position when the lexeme ucm is
highlighted with the help of intonation.

Let’s draw conclusions from the first stanza analysis.

The dictum information, expressed in the proposition, is realized in
the first stanza through the nature description.

The image of nature gets some estimative and individually author's
connotations forming extra content of the stanza. Lexical units with nature
semantics are involved into the more complicated structure - the image
youth, which is developed in Bunin’s recollections.

Semantically important oppositions: kuym — ygemym, Kopogvl — Oy-
boswiii (taking into the account cultural-symbolic connotations of this
word). Due to these oppositions, the image of youth is associated with
bright pictures. These pictures are different in their emotional estimation
(high - low; sublime - everyday). Positive rational estimation of this image
is made by the only color adjective cunue having in the text metrically
highlighted stressed position. Taking into the account the fact that blue
color in I. Bunin’s poetry is a symbolic color and it’s connected with the
open sky, harmony and hope [13].

In strong poetic positions there are the lexemes: cmpensiem kHym —
NOOCHENCHUKU U8emym; mpewjam Kopoewvl — aucm ulypuium oyboewui. The
words themselves are not connected. Taking into the account the lexemes
with strong syntactic positions we can model the image of youth depicted by
I. Bunin. The sense accent here is on the lexemes with sound semantics:
cmpensiem — mpewam — wypwium. Semantic significance of this semantic
component is emphasized by alliterations. The pairs of lexemes: cmpensem
U qucm; KHym W ysemym, containing similar alliterations and standing in
strong positions (the end of the poem line and breaking neutral word order),
make an associative connection.

Audial images are typical for recollection modelling (compare: this
melody is still spinning in my head), thus conceptually important for youth
image existing in the poet’s memory. Composition-syntactic content connec-
tions, which are made by line end rhymes, make different realistic pictures
closer. These pictures are equally important for I. Bunin’s lyrical hero. Sea-
sonal changes are an important genre marker, which is introduced in the text
with the help of epithets and verbs with a corresponding semantics: 6 cyxom
Jlecy — CuHUe ROOCHEHCHUKU WEEMYm — TUCH WYPUIUm 0)y006blil.

The second stage of English verse analysis.

Youth
A whip cracks in the wood, and cattle low
And through the underbrush are heard to
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Crash heavily. Leaves rustle. Snowdrops show
Their blue heads here and there. A sudden, furtive
Wind starts to blow, and ashen clouds are swept
Across the skies, a cool, fresh rain presaging...
The heart grieves and is glad that life is, strangely,
Vast like the steppe and empty like the steppe.
Ivan Bunin
Translated by Irina Zheleznova

THE FIRST STANZA (translation)

A whip cracks in the wood, and cattle low

XJIBICT MIENKAET B JIECY, U KOPOBBI MbIYAT

In a strong poetic position of the line end is the verb low (mbiuams)
containing the seme sound. The noun whip in a strong poetic position (in the
original) is not marked (neutral syntactic position) in the translation into
English. The sense accent is shifted onto the image of “mumbling cows”,
which is added by the translator. The audial images are prevailing in the
translation.

And through the underbrush are heard to

W gepe3 moaIecoK CABIIIHO

The verb of perception is in a strong poetic position. The position of
this verb corresponds with the translator's idea to use audial images as the
way to convey the conceptually important information.

Crash heavily. Leaves rustle. Snowdrops show

Pymmtcsa ¢ rpoxoroM u tpeckoM. JIncTes mypmar. IlogcHEXHUKH
IIOKa3bIBAIOT

The end of the poetic line puts the verb show (noxaszsieams) into the
strong poetic position. The verb with the visual semantics is on the first
place. The situation of sounding is made with the help of two verbal lexemes
with a corresponding semantics: crash heavily (mpewams cunvro), rustle
(wypuiams).

Their blue heads here and there. A sudden, furtive

HUx romyOble TON0BbI 31€Ch U TaM. BHe3anHbId, TalHbBII

The beginning of the sentence is a logical continuation of the proposi-
tion of perception, which is started in the previous line. The object of percep-
tion and its localization are concretized. In a strong poetic position are the
adjectives: sudden (suezanmwitl), furtive (mauncmeennwiii) not presented in
the original but deliberately highlighted by the translator.

Propositionally expressed dictum_information is realized in the first
stanza through the image of nature.

The conceptual meaning of the stanza goes beyond this image due to
using some lexemes, their syntactic and rhythmical text position defined by
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the translator. Under the influence of original pragmatic language means the
translator represents this influence in English poem in his or her own way.

It’s necessary to emphasize that the rhythmical shape of the poem is
kept in its English translation. The verbs with the sound semantics (the total
number 3), which are used in an English text, are transformed in Russian vari-
ant in 4 Russian audial verbs semantics. I. Zheleznova (following the general
logics of the original) used a lot of alliterations: whip, cracks, crash, rustle.

Thus, audial images typical for a recollection situation make poem
conceptual basis and prevail in English translation.

Comparative analysis of lexical-semantic connections and strong poet-
ic positions lets us find out original modus potential and its influence on the
translation. In the strong first line poetic position is the verb low, correlating
with the verb show in the third line and making the play of visual-audial con-
trast images.

Let's analyze the even lines of the translation. Here, in strong poetic
positions there are sentences: heard to - furtive. heard to - furtive. Compara-
tive analysis of these original lines and their translation is interesting from
the point of view of the poem impact power. In 1. Bunin’s text lexical-
semantic connections are between the lexeme (mpewam) kopoesr and (ucm
wypwum) Oyboestit, highlighting the seasonal (autumn) characteristics of
these propositions.

As it was shown before, such a text development is based on the op-
position: high - low associated with recollection motive with the conceptual-
ly important seasonal opposition: spring - autumn. The proposition of sound
(leaves rustling) exists in the translation but has a syntactic position that is
different from the original. This proposition loses the content generating
function in the poem. The lack of epithets in the text of translation proves the
changes in the translated text content on the whole. For example, there is no
such a word combination: ¢ cyxom necy, which takes part in a nature con-
trasts description. Rhythmically emphasized lexeme (cunue noocnescruxu)
(represent optimism and lyrism of the Russian poem) has a descriptive char-
acter and doesn’t take part in estimation image forming.

I. Bunin’s narration developing his youth image - recollection is inter-
rupted in the English translation by the adjectives neoswcudannwvii (sudden) u
matunwli (furtive) without denoting the object of description. So, the construct-
ed form of the first line gets a specific significance. This constructed line char-
acter emphasizes its transitionary character and mood. The youth is associated
not only with seasonal changes. In the end of the first stanza, there is appear-
ing a new interpretation of the central image and its expansion.

In the translation we can see the author’s mood to convey emotional-
ly-colored information. This translation is the result of the logical perception
of original lyrical mood. Intended modification that is reflected in selected
lexemes semantics. Increase in the number of audial images in the transla-
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tion proves translator’s retrospective perception of the original. And its cor-
respondence with his own empiric experience.

THE SECOND STANZA (original)

The descriptive character of the first stanza (describing the Earth's word
order, seasonal changes) turns to the description of endless expanse of Russian
steppe, space landscape. On the linguistic level the opposition low - high (the
earth - the sky) is emphasized by the word combination (n00 Hozamu) put into
the strong syntactic position. The sky concept is expressed through the word
combination: doocoegvie obaaka. These word expressions make association
chains based on the knowledge of man’s spatial orientation.

The youth image is widened in the second stanza up to the spatial bor-
ders, in which the earth is understood as positive and happy (for example,
the epithet cunue as the symbol of harmony and hope).

N xopsT noxnaesble o01aka

In the strong poetic position is the lexeme o6raxa. The neutral word
order is changed and the accent is on the verb xodsam. The word clouds in the
combination with the epithet doorcoesvie make the symbolic image of water
element with a positive estimation.

U cBe:xxuM BeTpOM B cepoM moJie ayer,

The dynamism of the situation is created with the help of the verb dy-
em at the end of the line and the word combination ceexcum eempom put on
the beginning of the line - a strong syntactic position (determined by the neu-
tral order breaking). Wind movement has a positive estimation made by the
epithet ceearcum (the wind, as we know, is the ambivalent element able to
break and confuse. Compare: *semep 6 conoge, sempsanas meivHuya, etc.).
Due to the general positive context of this line, the epithet cepwiii (cepoim)
also has a positive rational estimation. Compare: *cepasa mvius, cepocms (0
yenoseke)). So, in the poem «Cedoe nebo nado muoti» grey color symbolizes
loneliness, not presented in the poem «Monodocme».

U cepaue B TaliHOI pagocTH TOCKYeT,

The third line ends with the verb mockyem in a strong poetic position.
The neutral order breaking leads to the content foregrounding of the word
combination g matinoti padocmu.

The lexeme mocka is interpreted as a strong mental anguish, emotion
in the combination with boredom and sadness. So, we can see from the defi-
nition, that this lexeme has a negative estimation and express negative emo-
tions. The general positive lyrical mood is made with the help of quantitative
word overwhelming with the opposite semantics (padocms, ceecuti). These
words make vertical semantic connections and are syntactically emphasized.
The future changes frighten the lyrical hero and he is ready for them. His
grief passes away in the hope for the better.
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YT0 KM3HB, KAK CTeNb, IYCTA H BeJIMKA.

The meaning that is emphasized at the end of the poetic line, the stan-
za and the whole poem as a whole is expressed in the word seruxa ending
the poem and concluding it in general.

Let's conclude the analysis of the second stanza.

The conceptually important information is expressed by the metaphor:
(life - way; youth is the beginning of this way). The attitude to this image is
formed on the poetic text’s lexical, syntactic, rhythmical levels. (Compare:
*ocusHb NPOJICUMb — He nole nepelimit; MOI000CHb — 2IVNA, CIMAPOCHb — MYNQA).

The ending rhymes of 1 and 4, 2 and 3 lines are forming sense pairs:
obnaxa — genuxa, oyem — mockyem. The lexeme genuxa, which is at the end
of the line and the whole poem, concludes it. The youth is associated with
the space, clouds and the sky having a positive feeling but not the fear or
confusion. The fresh wind (gempom... dyem) is the symbol of future chang-
es. So, despite the fact that the heart grieves (cepoye... mockyem) this grief
is light and happy. In the stanza there formed positive, optimistic attitude of
L. Bunin lyrical hero, standing in the very beginning of his life’s way.

In the first stanza (in comparison with the second stanza) the character
of rhyme changed. These changes seem to be conceptually significant and
reflect the idea of the full life and its space component.

Repetition of the conjunction u in the beginning of the lines is con-
nected with the idea of youth that is reconstructed in the I. Bunin lyrical he-
ro's memory. This conjunction is absent in the first two lines of the first
stanza and in the last line of the second stanza (concluding the recollection).

THE SECOND STANZA (translation)

Wind starts to blow, and ashen clouds are swept

Berep HaunHaer ayTh, NeNenbHbIC 00J1aKka TPOHOCATCS

In the strong poetic position are the verbs are swept and in the first
part of the line is the neutral word order. The lexeme o6raka is used in the
combination with the adjective ashen.

Across the skies, a cool, fresh rain presaging...

Io HeOy, X0NOAHBIN CB&XKHUN AOXKIb MpEBenas. . .

In the strong line end poetic position is the lexeme presaging.

The heart grieves and is glad that life is, strangely,

Cepiie ToproeT U CYacTIMBO, YTO KHM3Hb, CTPaHHBIM 00pa3oM,

In this line positionally emphasized is the adverb strangely, expressing
the translator’s life attitude.

Vast like the steppe and empty like the steppe.

IIupoka, Kak CTeNb ¥ MycTa KaK CTEMb.

The word steppe (cmenw) is in the strong end of the line poetic posi-
tion, ending the whole stanza and the poem in general. The significance of
the metaphor youth - steppe (cmenv wiupoxas (vast) u nycmas (empty)) is
emphasized by this word repetition two times in this line.
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Conclude the analysis of the second stanza translation.

From the point of view of dictum poem content, the translation to the
English language convey the full volume of information that is in the Rus-
sian poem.

The modus potential of the poem is the more complicated translator’s
task. I. Zheleznova keeps the original rhyme between 1 and 4 lines but
avoids this rhyme between 2 and 3 lines.

The composition of the second stanza is rhythmically making closer
the verbs: clouds are swept and steppe, underlining their conceptual close-
ness, the idea of space endlessness and life perspectives of lyrical hero.

The comparative linguistic analysis shows that at the end of the first
stanza the translator inserts the lexeme not presenting in the original. The
first line of the last stanza is ended in I. Zheleznova’s translation with the
epithets sudden, furtive. The symbolic image of the wind is associated with
mystery. The strong position of the line end proves the importance of these
characteristics.

In English translation, there is actualized the important information
that implicitly exists in the original. This information is the quintessence of
the lyrical mood expressed in the second stanza. This mood is realized in the
end of the line lexemes 2 and 3 in the second stanza, emphasized in the
strong position of the line end (presaging, strangely). All these lexemes ex-
press the translator’s mood - the reader, his / her impression from the poem.
The impression of ambiguity and unpredictability of future prospects having
their own attractiveness (glad). The descriptive character of 1. Bunin’s poem
is changed by the estimative translator's description.

So, the analyzed material lets us determine the dictum-modus poten-
tial made in interaction of different levels, lexical, syntactic and rhythmical,
that are in a constant contact with each other. Dictum content of 1. Bunin’s
original is the nature description, scenery pictures. In the process of cogni-
tive information processing the images are rebuilt and modified under the
influence of language and individual translator’s experience. In 1. Zhelezno-
va’s translation the central poem image of youth created by I. Bunin accord-
ing to the principal of contrast seasonal description is changed. In the trans-
lation there prevail the audial images expressing, probably, the autobio-
graphical translator’s mood. The lyrical mood of the poem is expressed in
the original through the strong positions (the end of the line and neutral order
changes), also through poem content connections made by the lexemes. Ig-
noring these connections leads to the loss of a lot of information important
for a poem understanding. The second stanza translation expresses the trans-
lator's intention to transmit emotionally colored information, implicitly ex-
isting in the 1. Bunin's poem.
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Conclusion

The dictum-modus comparative analysis of verse lets us speak about
the dictum-modus potential of the original and translated poetic texts. The
research interest is focused on the extra language categories of the poetic
texts, expressed through the rhythmical-syntactic poem structures (strong
poetic and syntactic positions), lexical-semantic repetitions of significant
words. These language structures model the original text conceptual struc-
tures and are actualized in translated poetic texts. Evidential value of the dic-
tum-modus potential of the poems is valid in a comparative studies of the
original and its translation (translations). The future studying of such a po-
tential is perspective in a comparative research of different literature areas,
separate author’s individual styles.
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