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Abstract

The revolutionary changes of 1917 contributed to the intensification of the political,
national,and cultural life of the Greek community of the entire Black Sea and Azov Sea
coasts, where the national states emerged on the shards of the former Russian Empire.
In contrast to the Azov Sea region, where the Greeks had an active social and political
life and by the end of 1917 had formed the Mariupol Union of the Hellenic People, the
Greeks of the Northern Black Sea region were quite apolitical and inactive. Their at-
titude to the Ukrainian and Soviet powers was rather ambiguous, and during 1917 they
maintained, mainly,a wait and see position. Only individual representatives of the Greek
people were affiliated with one or another party, which was more an exception than a
typical feature of the Greek community. The Greeks fought in the ranks of the Imperial
Army, N. Makhno's Rebel Army, in the Red Army, in regular units and partisan detach-
ments of the Volunteer Army. In contrast to the rural population, which opposed the Vo-
lunteer Army and its policies, the urban communities of Odessa, Nikolaev, and Kherson
actively supported both the French-Greek Entente troops and Denikin’s Volunteer Army.
Most urban Greeks were well-to-do middle-class persons running small and medium
businesses (restaurants, hotels, grocery stores, various workshops, etc.) and did not ac-
cept the ideas of social and property equality proclaimed by the Bolsheviks. The article
draws on the periodical press and undefined documents of the Soviet Special Services
to define the role of the Greek communies of the Ukrainian Black Sea Region cities in
the revolutionary events. The authors analyze the role of the Greek community mem-
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bers in the military and political events of 1917-1920 and their attitude to the chan-
ging powers, participation in the revolutionary struggle, the reasons for the emigration
of 1919-1920,and Bolshevik repressions against the Greek ethnos. It is concluded that
the Greek community of the Northern Black Sea region suffered the greatest losses as
a result of mass emigration, rather than civil confrontation during the revolution time.

Keywords: revolution, Civil War, Greeks, Entente, South of Ukraine, Greek emigration,
Red Terror.
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AsTopcKoe pesiome

PeBontoumoHHble nepemenbl 1917 1. cnocobCTBOBaNM aKTUBM3ALMM NOAUTUYECKON W
HALMOHANbHO-KYNBTYPHOM XXMU3HM TPeYecKoi obLimMHbl Bcero YepHoMopcko-A30BCKOro
nobepexbs Ha NoYBe CO3[aBABLUMXCS HALMOHAMbHbBIX FOCYAAPCTB HA OCKO/KAX OblBLIEV
Poccuiickoit umnepuu. B otanume ot Mpuasosbs, rpeku CeBepHoro [MpuuepHoMOpbS
BblM SOCTATOYHO ANOAUTUYHBI M ManoakTUBHbI. OTHOLEHME WX KaK K YKPaUHCKOM, TaK 1
K COBETCKOM BAACTW ObIN0 OCTAaTOMHO HEOAHO3HAYHBIM, U B TeueHue 1917 r.oHu coxpa-
HSAM NPeNUMYLLECTBEHHO BbIKMAATENbHYK NO3ULMIO. JnLWb OTAENbHbIE NPeacTaBUTENM
rPeYeckoro Hapoaa NPUMbIKaNW K TeM WK MHbIM NApTUSM. B NpOTMBONONOXHOCTD Cefb-
CKOMY HaceneHu10, KOTOpOe BbICTYnuO0 NpoTvB [JoOpoBOALYECKON apMMm U e€ MONUTUKM,
ropofick1e 06LWMHbI aKTUBHO NOAAEPKANM KaK (paHLLy3CKO-TpeYeckue BOMCKA AHTAHTI,
TaK 1 [lobpoBonbyeckyto apMuto [leHukuHa. BONbLWMHCTBO FOPOACKMX rPeKoB Obinu 3a-
XTOUYHBIMM MELLLAHaMM, SiepXanu MENKUA U cpeHui GU3HeC U He BOCNPUHMMANK UAEe
COLMANBHOTO W MMYLLECTBEHHOTO PABEHCTBA, NPOBO3MNALIABLUMXCS onblueBMKamu. B ny-
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OAMKaLMKM CAenaHa NomnbITKA OLEHUTb MECTO FPeyeckoi 0BLLMHbI TPUYEPHOMOPCKMX I0-
pofoB YKpauHbl B BUXPE PEBOMKOLMOHHBIX COBLITUIA HA OCHOBE NEPUOAMYECKON Npecc
N HeWU3BECTHbIX OKYMEHTOB COBETCKMX CneLcnyx6. PaccmaTpuBaeTcs ponb rpeyeckoi
00LUMHbI B BOEHHO-NOAMTHYECKNX CoObITUAX 1917-1920 rr., aHanu3mpyoTCa OTHOLWEHME
FPEKOB K CMEHSIBILMMCS BACTSIM, UX Y4aCTUE B PEBOMIIOLIMOHHOM BOpbOE, IPUYMHBI IMHUT-
paumn 1919-1920 rr, 60nbLUeBMCTCKME pENPECCUM MO OTHOLLIEHUK) K FPEYECKOMY 3THOCY.
(CnenaH BbIBOA, YTO HanbonbluMe noTepu rpeveckas obumHa CeepHoro MpuyepHOMO-
pbsi MOHECa B pe3y/bTaTe MACCOBOM IMMUIPALMK, @ HE TPakAAHCKOTO NPOTMBOCTOSHMS
BPEMEH PEBOMIOLMN.

KntoueBble C10Ba: PEBONOLMS, IPAKAAHCKAS BOWHA, rpekm, AHTaHTa, HOxHas YkpanHa,
rpeyeckast IMUrpaLms, KpacHblil Teppop.

At the turn of the 20 century, the Greeks of the Black Sea region cities
lived in small national colonies with a rather high standard of living.
Their main spheres of activity were commerce and banking, manufac-
turing, households, rent of real estate, transport and communications,
public service,etc.At the same time, the percentage of the lower classes
(servants, industrial workers, day laborers,and the poor) reached about
50 % economically active Greek population [47: 48]. A significant stra-
tum of the Greek diaspora were the peasants from villages and towns
situated near large port cities. The total number of the Greek diaspora
in the Northern Black Sea region, reaching about 35 thousand people,
was formed as a result of migration waves from 1858 to 1918 [46:222].

The revolutionary changes of 1917 contributed to the activation of
the political, national, and cultural life of the Greek community of the
entire Black Sea and Azov Sea coasts. In Odessa, the Greek community
began publishing the weekly “Anagennisis” (Renaissance) edited by
G.Alatsidis, and the independent political newspaper “Ilios” continued
to be published. The latter was the national press organ of the Greeks
of Russia (at the end of 1917 the newspapers ceased to exist).

Taking advantage of the general democratization of social and politi-
cal life,on June 29 -July 10,1917, the first All-Russian Congress of the
Hellenes took place in Taganrog,in which about 40 delegates took part,
including those from Odessa. The All-Russian Union of Hellenes was cre-
ated,and a decision was made to create political and democratic clubs
and unions,which were to act as defenders of the political,national,and
cultural interests of the Greek population. Those decisions did not have
any success either in the organizational or political spheres [37:83-84].

Unlike the Azov Sea region, where the Greeks consolidated by the
end of 1917 into the Mariupol Union of the Hellenic People, the Greeks
of the Northern Black Sea region were quite apolitical. Their attitude
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to both the Ukrainian and Soviet authorities was rather ambiguous,
and during 1917 they maintained, mainly, a wait and see attitude. The
words of Nikolayev engineer Leonid Popandopulo are indicative in this
respect:”...| met the October Revolution indifferently, neither hostilely,
nor sympathetically. On the one hand, | believed that the phenomenon
was temporary,no longer than 3-4 months,and the revolutionary wave
would subside and a legal position would be established without any
excesses, and on the other hand, | was little interested in politics as a
foreign citizen and was on the sidelines” [10: 13].

Individual representatives of the Greek people affiliated with one
or another party. Thus, Odessa resident Anton Yanopulo, being for a
long time a member of the Socialist Revolutionary Party, in June 1917
joined the Bolsheviks and “began to campaign actively for the Bolshevik
Party” [15: 18]. An active member of the Socialist Revolutionary Party
was the Greek V.A. Iraklidi, who was a member of the editorial board
of the Socialist Revolutionary Party newspaper “Revoliutsionnoe Delo”
(Revolutionary Deed) [1: 23].

Pro-Ukrainian sentiments did not pass by the Greek community ei-
ther. A striking example is the fate of Nikolai Arkas (junior), the son of
the famous Nikolayev public figure and educator N. Arkas. During the
February revolution, N. Arkas was in military service with the rank of
subaltern officer. On July 4, 1917, he was appointed commander of the
squadron, which in December 1917 was Ukrainized and renamed to a
sotnia.In April 1918, the sotnia was reorganized into a cavalry battalion
of the UNR army. During the Hetman coup, N. Arkas was one of the first
to support Skoropadskiy,and with the coming to power of the Directory,
he joined the Army of the Ukrainian National Republic and took part in
battles against Denikin’s volunteers. On December 11, 1919, together
with the regiment, he joined the Ukrainian Galician Army,which at that
time was in alliance with the Armed Forces of South Russia. Since 1920
he emigrated to Western Ukraine [41: 18-19].

But such examples are more an exception than a peculiar feature
of the Greek community. The vast majority of Greeks continued to go
about their current affairs.

Some Greeks supported socialist ideas as well. In 1919 Stepan Bu-
duris left for the village, gained 4 dessiatinas of land,and got a job as
a secretary of the Revolutionary Committee [18: 18]. The sailor Leonid
Iliopulos, inspired by the revolutionary events in Russia, fled to Odessa
from Romania in 1917 with the crew of the barge, moved to Nikolayeyv,
where he lived from that time on [6: 13].

The October Revolution of 1917 and the subsequent first coming
of the revolutionaries to power at the end of January 1918 led to the
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beginning of an anarchist rampage in such largest cities as Kherson,
Nikolayev,and Odessa.The new power was characterized by censorship
and the suppression of a number of newspapers, confiscations, change
of the old administrative apparatus, arrests and executions of ‘counter-
revolutionaries”. Odessa bandits, using revolutionary mandates broke
into private houses,banks and counting-houses, shops, enterprises,and
warehouses,where they demanded money and valuables [36: 88,91].But,
despite this,most of the enterprises owned by the Greeks were kept safe.

In mid-March 1918, the situation changed due to the signing of the
multilateral Treaty of Brest,according to which the Ukrainian National
Republic was occupied by the Austro-German troops. From mid-March
till early November 1918, everyone lived relatively calmly. On the other
hand,with the strengthening of the power of Hetman Skoropadskiy and
the Austro-German military command, the latter began to put things
in order concerning the foreign citizens representing the Entente
countries and their allies. As a result, on the basis of the order of the
German commander-in-chief of all troops in Taurida and the Crimea,
Robert von Kosch,dated July 24,1918 (his administrative responsibility
included also Kherson county (uyezd) of Kherson Province (gubernia)),
all Greeks were registered and controlled, and without the permission
of the military commandant’s office, they were prohibited to change
their place of residence [27].

Consuls,who defended the interests of the Hellenes,always played an
important role in the life of the Greek community. As of the beginning
of 1917,in Kherson Province, the diplomatic representatives of Greece
were in Odessa (consulate general) and Nikolayev (vice-consulate),
which were headed by Consul General Emmanuel Kapsambeli and
Vice-Consul lvan Zigomala. On July 8, 1918, the occupation command
suggested the entire staff of the Greek consulates to leave the territory
of Ukraine. The protection of Greece citizens, as well as the guarding
of the premises and archives of the consulates, was entrusted to the
Dutch consul in Odessa Wilhelm Muntz [3; 33]. As a result, on July 19,
the Greece diplomatic corps left Ukraine [32].

Despite such an attitude towards the Greek community, most of its
representatives continued to be engaged in their own and public affairs.
Some Greek traders even established trade relations with the occupa-
tion power, supplying foodstuffs and forage. Thus, Mikhail Stavriyani
supplied grain to the Austro-Hungarian army in Odessa, buying it from
the population of the local rural area [19: 10,17, 22],and the German
army in Nikolayev was supplied by Angel Ikonomidi. The latter worked
for arich Nikolayev Greek grain merchant I. Kupp for a long time,where
he saved up a fortune of 25 thousand rubles. The money in the bank
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was confiscated during the socialist requisitions in January - February
1918. Since the firm run by Kupp continued to work, the grain opera-
tions were conducted for all persons concerned [4: 12].

The following events show the negative attitude of the Greek student
youth towards revolutionary unrest. On the new tide of the revolutio-
nary movement at the beginning of November 1918, the students of
Novorossiya University made a decision to start a strike. In response,
the Greek Student Society adopted a resolution declaring the strike
to be detrimental and inopportune. As a result, the Council of Student
Representatives decided to cease the student protest [39].

Events of the late 1918 - early 1919 in the international arena and
in Ukraine led to the end of the short-lived Austro-German occupation.
In December 1918 - January 1919, the French-Greek troops appeared
in the cities of the Northern Black Sea region.

The Greek colony of Odessa held a special meeting on this matter,
worked over a meeting ceremony,and appointed its representatives in
the port: F. Kussis, P. Bebis, Iv. Saparis and I. S. Ksidias. The idea to meet
guests at sea on a separate ship under the Greek flag was under discus-
sion [28]. Local authorities appropriated up to 25 thousand rubles for
the celebrations on the occasion of the arrival of the allies [26: 447].
The local press sang praises to the Entente troops.

On December 5,1918,Nikolayev met the representatives of the allied
squadron. Among the representatives of local public institutions and
local authorities, the Greek consul was also present [2].

The historian T. Kostopoulos noted that “at the lead of the solemn
ceremonies of greeting the expeditionary corps were the ‘elements of
the old regime™, and in Nikolayev “the Greek army was greeted only by
the Greek consul with the elite of the Greek parish” [48].

At the beginning of November 1918, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Ukrainian State called on all consuls who had left to return. Despite
the “amnesty’, the Greek diplomatic corps returned incomplete. Since
E. Kapsambeli was appointed to The Hague, the duties of the consul in
Odessa were performed by J. Georgiadi [13: 27, 35], while I. Zigomala
returned to Nikolayev [38].

At the same time, the population gave the Greek expeditionary corps
a rather cool reception. The Greek historian T. Kostopoulos pointed
out in his report that “the soldiers felt a sense of being surrounded
by an absolutely hostile population”, since the workers of Odessa and
Nikolayev “love Bolshevism...and are looking forward to the Reds”. And
even the inhabitants of the remote places “all had Bolshevik views” [49].

Unlike the majority of the population,who greeted the Greek army
quite hostilely, the Greeks (except for the pro-Bilshovyk minded)
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treated the Greek contingent well. In Nikolayev, for example,in honor
of the Greek contingent arrival, a magnificent dinner was arranged,
one of the organizers of which was A. lkonomidi, who supplied the
army of his fellow countrymen with foodstuffs and was an inter-
preter at the Greek army headquarters. For his efforts, A. Ikonomidi
got a merit certificate from the headquarters of the Greek troops “for
the successful and proper supply of the troops with the foodstuffs”
[4:13-14].

On March 9, 1919, the regular anniversary of the 7t Athens Infan-
try Regiment establishment was solemnly celebrated in Nikolayev. A
prayer service was held in the Greek Church, to which all the members
of Nikolayev Greek colony were invited. Then a parade of Greek troops
took place [24:78; 42].

Despite the short stay of the Greek troops in Nikolayev (March 1-14,
1919),some Greeks managed to ‘work’ for the Greek counter-intelligence
as well. For example, Dmitriy Margelis in 1937 testified that “when the
city of Nikolayev was occupied by the Greek occupation forces, | took
part in the work of the Greek counter-intelligence. As to the owner of
a cafe-restaurant at that time, the residents of Nikolayev often came
to me, whom | knew, that they supported the Soviet power and took
part in Soviet demonstrations, so | immediately informed the state
guards” [8: 8-9]. It should be mentioned that accusations of betraying
communists to the occupation authorities were common among the
execution sentences of the “Red Terror” period.

We must not forget about the pro-Bolshevik Greeks. The Bolsheviks
paid great attention to the demoralization of the Entente troops and
created in Odessa a special organization for subversive activities in
the troops of the interventionists. It was called the “Foreign Collegium”
and comprised national sections: French, Serbian, Polish,Romanian,and
Greek. The Collegium arranged the spreading of proclamations and
leaflets among the Greek soldiers in Odessa [36: 234]. In the book of
the Greek historian K. Avgitidis [48],the copies of pro-Soviet leaflets in
Greek spreading in Odessa in 1919 on behalf of the “Greek Communist
Group of Odessa” are given as an appendix. Also in Odessa, several
underground printing houses were publishing the newspaper “Com-
munist” in Greek.

As a result, the French-Greek expeditionary contingent did not hold
out in the South Ukraine cities for long. In March 1919 N. Grigoryev
occupied the Black Sea region cities and approached Odessa. Not
wanting to suffer casualties, the Bolsheviks agreed to allow civil and
military evacuation from Odessa, which began on April 4 and lasted 3
days [46: 240-241].
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Of course, the Greeks realized the danger of their position under
Soviet rule, so they boarded ships with the Greek military and went
abroad. This was promoted by the spreading rumors about the massa-
cres committed by the men of Ataman Grigoryev. Ivan Bunin, after the
surrender of Kherson and Nikolayev, wrote in his diary: “Rumors: The
French are leaving Odessa... In Kherson, the Bolsheviks massacred up to
200 Greek families” [36: 239]. Many Greeks,abandoning real estate, left
their homes. Only Odessa was left by 10-12 thousand Greeks [46: 241]
(including refugees from the regions). Mostly those were wealthy Greeks
who had the financial means for the trip. Of the entire Greek population,
only 3 % left for Greece. The overwhelming majority refused to leave
their homes and remained in Soviet Russia [48: 290-291].

The remaining Greek population was taken under their protection
by the consuls of other states. The Greeks of Nikolayev and Kherson
were taken under his protection by the Danish consul in Nikolayev,
about which he informed the Executive Committee of the Soviet of
Workers’ Deputies on March 28,1919 [21]. In Odessa, the Dutch consul
W. Muntz [46: 241] undertook the protective functions over the Greek
colony.

The second advent of the Bolsheviks (March-August 1919) was
marked by a bloody tragedy called the “Red Terror”, carried out by the
All-Ukrainian Extraordinary Commission (VUChK) and its local branches.
The victims of the “famous” Odesa Extraordinary Commission, accor-
ding to various sources, were from 1,000 to 2,000 executed [45: 116].
The number of people tortured in Kherson and Nikolayev has not been
calculated for today, even approximately.

Having studied the available materials, we can say with confidence
that the officials of Cheka did not carry out repressions on the ground
of national origin, but focused on the class issue. In May 1919, for
example, Spiridon Scarlato, a member of the underground organiza-
tion “Russian People’s-State Union” [35], was shot. As monarchists and
counter-revolutionaries were shot: teacher Vladimir Frangopulo and
staff captain Pavel Pitaki (Mitaki) [34; 43: 262; 44],the White officer Di-
onisius Papafanasopulo [17:8-12,18].In response to the “White Terror”,
the following people were shot during the “Red Terror”: the houseowner
I[van Ambatelo, lLandowners Ksenofont Shurmuraki and Petro Dulanaki,
Ivan Panayoti and his son Dmitriy Panayoti [29; 30; 43: 263-264]. Prince
Dmitriy Mavrokordato managed to get free thanks to the support of the
workers of the “Volunteer Fleet” shipping company, who came with a
protest to the building of Odessa Cheka [23].

In Nikolayev on June 11, 1919, the Greek lvan Kuppa was arrested,
but onJune 14,1919, he was released because he settled for so-called
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‘oblozhenie” (payment of a certain amount of money) [24: 82-83].Most
likely, many of the remaining wealthy Greeks of the South of Ukraine
cities simply paid off, agreeing to this form of ‘cooperation’ with the
Bolsheviks. Our point of view is that the Greek diaspora, despite all
the disadvantages of its position due to the intervention, escaped the
expected massive repression. At the same time, all the Greeks were
registered by the Foreign Affairs Department [22].

In the second half of August 1919, the region was taken under the
control of the Volunteer Army headed by General Denikin. Some repre-
sentatives of the Greek diaspora began to return along with the White
Army. Odessa inhabitant Vladimir Sarlo told about his return:“In 1919,
on March 21,1 left with my mother for Greece to the city of Thessaloniki
together with the retreating occupation Greek forces. The reason for
the departure was the stampede of a part of the Greek population
from Odessa, being afraid of the Soviet power revenge for the deeds
of the occupation Greek troops and the anti-Soviet Greek population
towards the Greeks. | returned to Odessa at the end of August 1919,
when Odessa was occupied by the Whites” [16: 15]. Dmitriy Psaropulo
told a similar story.

Angel lkonomidi also fled from Nikolayev together with the units of
the Greek troops and through Odessa got to Romania, from there he
moved to Galati,and then moved to Constantinople. He stayed in Con-
stantinople for about 4 months and in August 1919, having learned that
Sevastopol was occupied by the White troops, he went there together
with other Greeks who had fled from the Bolsheviks to Turkey. From
Sevastopol,A. Ikonomidi returned to Nikolayev,where at that time were
the volunteers of General Slashchov [4: 15,24-25; 5: 9].

Almost all members of the Margelis family also returned to Niko-
layev.Agreeing to the persuasions of the Greek Consul I.Zigomala, they
evacuated together with the Greek corps to Thessaloniki, from where,
in 5 months, they returned, after receiving the information about the
occupation of the city by the Volunteer Army [8: 9].

Among the many reasons for the return, two main ones can be dis-
tinguished: 1) unsatisfactory living conditions in the mother country
(most of the emigrants were placed in the unsettled camps for displaced
persons) and, 2) the desire of wealthy Greeks to get back the property
nationalized by the Bolsheviks and obtain the promised compensation
after requisitions and nationalization.

To resolve the issue of compensation,on September 10,1919, Consul
Stelio Vasiliadi,who was instructed to find out the damage suffered by
the Greeks, arrived in Odessa on a special mission from the govern-
ment of Greece [40]. Since Vasiliadi soon returned to performing the
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duties of Spain consul in Kiey, the issue of compensation in Odessa
was resolving by Dutch Consul W. Muntz. Having returned to Odessa
on September 24,1919, he faced a flow of requests and applications
regarding the requisition of property, dwellings, and the restoration
of lost documents.

To speed up the solution of those issues, the Greek Charitable Soci-
ety, headed by rich Odessa merchant and the head of the Greek colony
Eleftheri Pavlidi,established a special commission to analyze the claims.
At the initiative of the commission, even a meeting on this issue was
held with the city governor, as a result of which all Greek passports
found in the administrative building were returned, the commission
was given official rights to continue its work under the leadership of
Wilhelm Muntz, and the taking back of requisitioned apartments and
houses of Greek citizens began [26: 490-491; 31].

The Greeks also carried out a humanitarian mission to rescue the
‘missing in action’ members of the Greek expeditionary corps. For this,
in the first half of November 1919, a Greek military mission headed by
Lieutenant Meliant Atasonopulo arrived in Odessa. The mission had
special instructions from the Greek government to gather in Odessa
all the soldiers and officers of the Greek army “who stuck for some
reason in Odessa, Nikolayev, Kherson, Kiev,and in the south of Russia”.
According to the information obtained by the mission, in the south of
the former Russian Empire, there were many Greek soldiers who were
taken prisoners or sick. To find them, the mission contacted the local
military administrations “with a petition to assist in the return of Greek
soldiers to their homeland” [20].

Many Greeks actively collaborated with the Volunteer Army.In 1919,
Odessa Greek woman Ekaterina Snezhkova placed the Denikin Army
Headquarters in her own mansion and housed the White Lieutenant
Colonel Biryukov [12: 11]. Georgiy Surmeli, while studying at Niko-
layev gymnasium, accepted an offer to collaborate with the White
counter-intelligence as a secret agent and got an agent pseudonym
‘Greek’[11: 10-15]. The Nikolayev city dweller Paraskovya Kentros was
a member of the White Army Aid Committee and participated in the
collection of clothes, linen,and money for the volunteers [7: 8].

Unlike urban communities, the rural community actively opposed
the Volunteer Army and its policies. For example, Afanasiy Kiriyak,
after moving to Odessa in 1919, joined the detachment of Grigoriy
Kotovskiy [14: 9], and the representatives of the Nanaki family, who
lived in the villages near Nikolayev, were the members of the Red par-
tisan detachments [9: 35-39]. The villagers formed detachments that
fought armies of different political affiliations, boycotted mobilization,
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plundered landowners’ estates, etc. It is not possible to highlight the
attitude of the rural Greek community in more detail due to the lack
of the necessary documentary data. At the same time, in the turbulent
events of the First World War, revolution, and civil confrontation, the
Greeks, like other peoples, found themselves in different camps, served
different ideas, and espoused different doctrines.

On January 29, 1920, the Reds occupied Kherson, and the next day
- Nikolayev. Odessa was taken on February 8. With the first news of
the advance of the Red Army, a significant number of Greeks decided
to emigrate, or at least temporarily move to the Crimea, controlled by
Wrangel’s army. As a rule, the noble families, industrial and financial
aristocracy, that is, the most active and educated strata of the Greek
diaspora resorted to emigration. Representatives of such families as Ar-
kas,Mavrokordato, Inglezi,Kuris, Petrokokino, Popandopulo,Rodokonaki,
and many others left the Northern Black Sea region.

The Bolsheviks were true to their principles and after their return
in 1920. The Regional Extraordinary Commissions and revolutionary
tribunals with special zeal started looking for counter-revolutionaries.
In the context of our paper,we would like to dwell on the case of Panat
Serafidis, the secretary of the Greek Consulate.

On July 18, 1920, Odessa chekists arrested the ‘spy White Guard
organization’ headed by P. Serafidis. Among the group’s activists were:
Odessa militiaman Arseniy Kiriliuk, uyezd chekist Dionisiy Petrato (Pe-
trako), Serbian officer Aleksandr Komachevich (Kovalevich), Staff Captain
Leonid Robu, Lieutenant of Denikin army Semen Golyasko and Nikolay
Raftopulo (Ravtopulo), who was a courier between the organization
and Wrangel headquarters. The organization joined together up to
300 people. The chekists confiscated large stocks of weapons, money,
uniforms. By order of the collegium of Odessa Regional Extraordinary
Commission, all the activists were shot [25].

Thus, the period of national revolutions and civil war left a heavy
legacy. Omitting the issue of the destruction of industry and agriculture,
communications and transport,the quantitative losses of the population
of Ukraine,in particular,the Greeks,were unconditionally very heavy.The
results of the study indicate that the greatest losses were suffered by
the Greek community of the Northern Black Sea region as a result of the
mass emigration of 1919-1920,and not as a result of civil confrontation
or Bolshevik terror. If during 1918-1919 among the emigrants there
was mostly the aristocracy, then in 1919-1920, together with the last
units of the Entente and the White movement, all the strata of Greek
society were leaving the Black Sea cities. The Greeks middle class and
their social leaders paid the price for expression of their anti-Bolshevik
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opinion and support for the Greek troops participating in the Allied
intervention in Ukraine (January - summer of 1919).

Greek position regarding the revolutionary events of 1917-1920 af-
fected the fate of the Soviet Greeks during the Great Terror of 1937-1938
(the so-called “Greek Operation” of NKVD),when collaboration with the
Austro-German administration,the support of the Greek contingent,and
the Entente forces, participation in the White movement gave cause
for accusations of counter-revolutionary activities and the subsequent
imposition of death sentences.
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