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Introduction 

 
Cultural and linguistic exchanges have existed at all 

times, but nowadays they acquire a special significance 
against the background of the globalization of the world 
society. Various linguistic and cultural contacts have be-
come an everyday life phenomenon; international ties in 
politics, science, industry, art, culture, tourism and other 
spheres of public activity have been intensively deepen-
ing. These processes have led to the expansion of the 
boundaries of linguistic and cultural contacts. At the same 
time, people’s mobility and their motivation for learning 
foreign languages, establishing and maintaining contacts 
within their own country and abroad have increased. “In-
deed, in the present world, contacts between people of 
different cultures are becoming more and more multi-, 
rather than bilateral (in the political, professional as well 
as in the private sphere), but also the cultural configura-
tions for an average individual become less permanent 
and more flexible, because of an increase in migrations 
and other kinds of mobilities, commonly multiple during 
a person’s life-span” [1. pp. 124–125].  

The 21st century, as a century of active international, 
intercultural communication and exchange of information, 
poses new challenges for nations and states, and, in this 
context, overcoming language barriers is of paramount 
importance. The priority of integration in the new condi-
tions requires at least a bilingual society, bilingualism is 
becoming one of the most important features of a modern 
person. 

Being one of the peoples of the Soviet Union, the Ar-
menians, due to various political, historical, geographical 
and other circumstances, were influenced by factors con-
tributing to the spread of bilingualism. In multinational 
societies, the use of bilingual and multicultural teaching 
methods is seen as an effective mechanism for resolving 
ethnic conflicts. In this sense, since Armenia is mainly a 
mono-ethnic republic, the use of such educational models 
in Armenia at first glance is devoid of logic, and in our 
case it is simply absurd to discuss such issues. However, 
at the same time, Armenia is a multilingual society, since 
most of the population is bilingual. In addition to the 
aforementioned, representatives of culturally different 
regions constitute a significant part of the population, and 
minority cultures are recognized as an important compo-
nent of Armenia’s cultural diversity. The task of preserva-
tion and development of linguistic and cultural diversity 

predetermines the priority development of language edu-
cation. However, the relevance of studying different for-
eign languages within the framework of language educa-
tion is becoming more acute as there is a struggle for in-
formation ownership in the information space. The ability 
to work with information in their native and non-native 
languages gives a person an advantage in any field of 
activity. 

Back in the 1930s–1940s, Armenia set the task to pro-
vide bilingual (multilingual) education at all levels. From 
Soviet times to the present, besides the mother tongue, 
two foreign languages – Russian and one of the European 
languages (English, German, French) – are taught in Ar-
menian schools.  

The teaching of any foreign language in Armenia – in 
a foreign language environment – has its own peculiari-
ties, first of all, in relation to the fact that the studied lan-
guage is detached from the environment of its direct func-
tioning. The situation of learning a foreign language is 
close to abstract learning, i.e. in isolation from the envi-
ronment of functioning. Under the conditions of modern 
life, speaking at least one foreign language of the interna-
tional communication is rightly considered a necessary 
factor of a person’s cultural development. Globalization 
processes and the tendency of their further development 
undoubtedly contribute to the growth of bilingualism. 

The aim of this study is to reveal the trends in the de-
velopment of language education in the context of global-
ization and informatization of society and the linguistic 
interpretation of bilingualism in its broad and narrow un-
derstanding, the functional and speech formulating as-
pects of transculturalism. 

The object of the study is the relationship between bi-
lingualism and transculturalism as the key concepts of 
modern contact linguistics in foreign language acquisition 
(Language contact occurs when speakers of two or more 
languages or varieties interact and influence each other. 
The study of language contact is called contact 
linguistics). The imaginative world in bilingual speech, 
based on the language resources of the two cultures, is 
compounded by specific discourses that are inherent in 
each of these languages. Under the influence of ethnic 
thinking which has been accumulated for the thousands of 
years of the “generic memory” of the people, associative 
images are created while switching to another language, 
associated with the binary representation of the perception 
of reality in different languages [2]. In this situation, there 
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is a reception of a dual language image of the world, 
which is caused by the different coding of the two semiot-
ic structural units. 

The theoretical and methodological basis of the re-
search is well-grounded on the works of D.S. Likhachev 
[3], G.D. Gachev [4], M. Epstein [5], M.V. Tlostanova [6, 
7], B.A. Malinovski [8], V. Zamel [9], and others. They 
make it possible to reveal the multifaceted and controver-
sial phenomenon of transcultural communication, its 
structure and mechanisms of functioning. A contribution 
to the understanding of the basics of human communica-
tion in society has been made by the theory of social ac-
tion of Max Weber and Emile Durkheim. In understand-
ing five essences of the phenomenon of communication, 
Georg Simmel’s theory of social interaction has had a 
remarkable influence. This author introduced the concept 
of philosophical discourse interaction as the basis of 
communication involving the interaction and mutual in-
fluence of two or more subjects. However, the problem of 
correlation of transcultural communication and bilingual-
ism in these studies is not fully developed, especially in 
the framework of understanding bilingualism as an aspect 
of transculturalism. In this study, the authors used the 
following research methods: classical methods of lin-
guodidactics, pedagogy and linguistics, such as analogy, 
generalization and comparison; sociocultural, systemic, 
structural and functional methods; the comparative analy-
sis of empirical and theoretical generalizations, as well as 
the methods of narrative analysis and description. 

 
Bilingualism, language contacts  

and language interaction 
 

The interest in the scientific research of bilingualism 
arose in the late 19th century. Foundations of the scientific 
development of the linguistic problems of bilingualism 
were pledged in the works by J. Baudouin de Courtenay, L. 
Shcherba, F. Fortunatov, A. Shakhmatov, E. Vereshchagin, 
A. Meillet, U. Weinreich, H. Schuchardt, E. Haugen, L. 
Bloomfield, and others. The term “bilingualism” was first 
introduced in 1938 by V. Avrorin, who defined bilingual-
ism as “the same command of two languages”. In other 
words, bilingualism begins when the degree of speaking 
the second language approaches close to the degree of 
speaking the first one [10. P. 51]. 

There are many definitions of bilingualism in linguis-
tics. Some researchers refer to it as “the practice of alter-
nating the use of two languages” [11. P. 3]; others define 
bilingualism as “speaking two languages and regular 
switching from one to another depending on communica-
tive situations” [12. P. 3]; others consider it as “speaking 
two languages as native” [13. P. 3]. However, there are 
also other viewpoints on this issue. For instance, E. 
Haugen believed that in bilingualism the degree of profi-
ciency of one language might be quite low [14. P. 61]. E. 
Vereshchagin defines bilingualism as the ability “to crea-
tively construct one’s speech belonging to the secondary 
linguistic system [15. P. 16]. M. Siguan and W. Makki 
propose “to call bilingual the person who apart from the 
own language to a comparable extent is proficient in an-
other language, able to use any language with the similar 
efficiency under any circumstances [16. P. 11]. The most 

extensive definition of bilingualism was worked out by 
A. Schweitzer: “Bilingualism is coexistence of two charac-
ters in one linguistic (language) collective, which use these 
languages in different communicative spheres depending 
on the social situation and other parameters of the commu-
nicative act; both languages, serving for one collective, 
form a unified social and communicative system and func-
tionally complement each other” [17. P. 111]. 

As can be seen from the definitions, the vast majority 
of experts admit the possibility of a broad understanding 
of this phenomenon, such as “… continuum extending 
from a very basic proficiency in contact language to a 
very complete and full proficiency” [12. P. 11]. A narrow 
understanding of bilingualism is reduced to equal profi-
ciency in two languages [18. P. 137]. 

Meanwhile, in the definition of bilingualism some re-
searchers do not restrict to two languages. According to 
K. Myers-Scotton, bilingualism is the ability to use two or 
more languages sufficiently to be able to conduct a lim-
ited daily conversation [19. P. 16].  R. Appel and 
P. Muysken determine a bilingual individual as a person 
who regularly uses two or more languages alternately [20. 
P. 23]. Therefore, it is considered necessary to address the 
phenomenon of multilingualism (polylingualism), which 
means “the use of several languages within a certain so-
cial community (primarily the whole state); the use by an 
individual (group of people) of several languages, each of 
which is selected in accordance with a specific communi-
cative situation. Both these phenomena, bilingualism and 
multilingualism, are interconnected and not rigidly deter-
mined” [21. P. 303]. 

Researchers believe that the phenomenon of bilingual-
ism is multifaceted and that it is impossible to determine 
the dominant social science for studying it; therefore, it is 
possible to consider various types of this phenomenon. 
The aspects of bilingualism are examined in various so-
cial sciences. According to E. Vereshchagin, bilingualism 
in psychology appears as a mechanism for the production 
of speech; in linguistics it is learned in the framework of 
the theory of language contacts; in sociology the phenom-
enon of bilingualism is considered in the context of prob-
lems related to the behavior or place of the bilingual per-
son in the society [15]. 

It can be stated that bilingualism occurs only upon 
contact of languages, which is preceded by the long coex-
istence of two nations speaking different languages. 

Language contacts arise where two or more linguistic 
structures occur in the speech use. It is known that lan-
guages, like cultures, are rarely self-sufficient. “The needs of 
communication cause the speakers of one language to enter 
into direct or indirect contact with the speakers of neighbor-
ing or culturally dominant languages” [15. P. 173]. 

The issue of contact linguistics is based on the follow-
ing main categories – language contact, bilingualism, 
adoption and interference, substratum and superstratum, 
convergence and divergence, code switching, pidgin and 
creole languages. Obviously, the concept of language 
contacts occupies a central place in the conceptual con-
struct of contact linguistics.  

The result of interaction of two or more languages is a 
change in one or all contacting languages. These language 
changes are called language interference (Burdeniuk & 
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Grigorevsky, 1978; Lafage, 1973; Vinogradov, 1983, 
1990). 

A special section of contact linguistics is a study of 
the origin and functioning of pidgins and creole languages 
(Bickerton, 1975; Chaudenson, 1988; Molodkin, 2001). 
Pidgin is a special language formation occurring in the 
context of establishing contacts between representatives 
of different language communities who do not have a 
common language, and therefore pidgin does not have a 
group of native speakers. The appearance and nativization 
of pidgin in contact linguistics is called creolization.  

In the diachronic process all the languages are influ-
enced by the neighboring languages. “Language contact is 
an extremely broad class of the language processes caused 
by the different kinds of interaction of the languages” [23. 
P. 178]. Changes caused by language contacts take place 
in the history of every language. Language development 
is impossible without the influence of the surrounding 
environment. Cross-language connections, which lead to 
the appearance of bilingualism, are established between 
native speakers of these languages. Native speakers of 
contacting languages can belong to different social and 
professional groups, ethnic cultures and are heterogene-
ous in demographic terms; therefore, a demographic fac-
tor should be considered in teaching languages at educa-
tional institutions. Thus, bilingualism calls in question the 
possibility of existence of a monolingual culture. In this 
sense, bilingualism raises concerns for the preservation of 
the native culture, and at the same time expands the cul-
tural range, brings the experience of foreign communities 
speaking other languages. When it comes to a bilingual 
individual, it is necessary to mention not only the influ-
ence of two language systems on their thinking, but also 
the fact that the person is under the influence of two cul-
tural systems forming their mentality. Becoming members 
of a language community, bilingual speakers learn to 
structure their own ideas, value system, experience and 
behavior in order to adjust to the cultural system of the 
group they want to join. “Since language is a means of 
expression of meaning, this meaning, at least to a certain 
extent, must be independent of language and transfer from 
one language to another. Meanwhile, this important char-
acteristic of division – and divisibility – of meaning from 
language is often denied by researchers. Thus, the Ger-
man philosopher of the 18th century J.G. Herder argued 
that thinking in its essence is identical to speaking, and 
therefore changes from language to language, and from 
nation to nation. “The human spirit, he wrote, thinks with 
words” [24. P. 185]. 

 
The issue of transcultural communication  

and contemporary bilingualism 
 

The experience that a person acquires using one lan-
guage is always different from the experience acquired 
from the use of the second language. The usual require-
ment for a bilingual person is the regular use of each of 
the languages and elements of culture in various types of 
activities, such as reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
comprehension of an interlocutor. Nevertheless, even 
similar good language and sociocultural competence of an 
individual does not guarantee the acquisition of the lan-

guage for its use in each sphere of human activity. Most 
often, a person prefers to use different languages in dif-
ferent situations. For example, in situations related to 
learning and technical aspects of knowledge, preference 
will be given to one language, and in emotional or domes-
tic situations to another one. A person understands humor, 
dialectal differences and folklore in one language, and 
jargon and modern literature in another language; it is 
much easier to read and write in one language, and easier 
to understand and speak in another one. This again proves 
that the coexistence of the two completely identical social 
spheres of the languages and cultures represented by them 
is impossible. In mutual language and cultural contacts, 
bilingual speakers are forced to either reject the other cul-
ture or adjust to the new conditions.  Binary perception 
occurs in the mind of a bilingual person who collides with 
two cultures – their own and another. The binary culture 
of a bilingual person is being formed in this confrontation. 
The binary is manifested both in the unity of the two cul-
tures and in their contradiction: texts (symbols) of the 
cultures (their own and another) are being opposed in the 
consciousness of a bilingual. At the same time they can-
not exist without each other, they are in symbiosis since 
the bilingual speaker lives in an intermediate environment 
between the two cultures. 

Communicative units of speech of a bilingual person 
can be understood not only as a result of a purposeful study 
of languages in the learning environment, but also as a re-
sult of unconscious (unfocused) acquisition and incidental 
learning in various informal spheres, and sometimes on the 
level of separate words or simple recognition. 

Bilingualism is known to involve the use of other lan-
guage for successful communication. However, such 
communication can occur not only in a foreign language, 
but also in the form of mixed language with other bilin-
gual speakers within a given community. The second lan-
guage as a component of bilingualism is almost not used 
by members of the given community for direct everyday 
communication. 

The occurring integration processes separately influ-
ence each language, which develops under the impact of 
many external factors. The main factor is allocation and 
influence of another culture, when not only language units 
are accepted, but also their cultural components such as 
show, makeup, pub, shopping, etc. The imaginative world 
in bilingual speech, based on the language resources of 
the two cultures, is compounded by specific discourses 
that are inherent in each of these languages. Under the 
influence of ethnic thinking which has been accumulated 
for thousands of years in the “generic memory” of the 
people, associative images are created while switching to 
another language, associated with the binary representa-
tion of the perception of reality in different languages [2]. 
In this situation, there is a reception of a dual worldview, 
which is caused by the different coding of the two semiot-
ic structural units. 

A question is bound to arise: which culture do bilin-
gual speakers represent if they speak two languages? The 
above-mentioned description allows us to conclude that 
learning bilingualism in the framework of a traditional 
theory of contact linguistics does not provide a compre-
hensive image of it. It is necessary to draw attention to a 
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relatively new field of contactology – the sphere of trans-
cultural processes. This phenomenon reflects real pro-
cesses occurring in the modern world. 

In modern linguistics, the understanding of the notion 
“transculturation” reflects a new stage in the development 
and study of language contacts in the era of globalization 
and the formation of the modern bilingualism.   

The term “transculturation” was firstly coined by the 
Cuban anthropologist Fernando Ortiz in 1947. According 
to Ortiz, the process of transculturation requires synthesis 
of two other processes taking place simultaneously – ac-
culturation and deculturation. Acculturation is moving 
away from one’s own traditions in order to integrate with 
another culture. Deculturation is a loss or rearrangement 
of the given culture. The result of the synthesis of these 
two terms is neoculturation, which might also be called 
transculturation [25]. 

It is appropriate to give a definition of transculturation 
from the dictionary of linguistic terms edited by Bobakho: 
“Transculturation is a process and result of a voluntary or 
forced geographical displacement of a certain formed type 
of culture to remote areas where another cultural envi-
ronment is either completely absent, or it is not able to 
provide proper resistance and influence of the ‘incoming’ 
culture” [26. P. 382].  

Transculture, which appears as a result of transcultura-
tion, means “a new sphere of cultural development be-
yond the boundaries of the established national, racial, 
gender and professional cultures” by overcoming “the 
isolation of their traditions, language and value determi-
nations [27. P. 419]. By the definition of Tlostanova, 
“transculturation as a new episteme is based on a cultural 
polylogue, in which, however, there should not be a com-
plete synthesis, fusion and full cultural translation; in 
which the cultures meet, interact, but do not merge, re-
taining their right to ‘opacity’ ” [6. P. 28]. 

An additional explanation of the concept of transcul-
turalism is explained in the book The Transcultural Jour-
ney by Richard Slimbach, in which the author states that 
transculturalism is sharing values without taking into ac-
count cultural and national limitations. At the same time, 
Slimbach raises transculturalism to the situation when a 
person in their own thinking emerges beyond the borders 
of the homeland, but does not lose the center of their own 
culture, and namely the national culture [28]. 

Transculturalism/transculturation involves the simul-
taneous coexistence of a person in different cultures, but 
with the preservation of the imprints of each of them. The 
result of transculturation is reflected in gradual changes of 
culture, including hybridization. Thus, transculturation, or 
a synonymic term “transculturation”, leads to “reconciling 
differences” [29. P. 8]. As a result, an individual performs 
the role of several identities at once in both cultures. 
Tosltanova, on the basis of Ortiz’s definition, argues that 
“acculturation is the acquisition of culture in a unidirec-
tional process, and transculturation involves two phases – 
losing or uprooting (deculturation) of a previous culture 
and creation of a new cultural phenomenon (neocultura-
tion)” [7. P. 151]. 

However, it should be noted that, under the influence 
of the contacting cultures, a new worldview and new cul-
tural ideologies are formed, which, to a certain extent, can 

be identified as borderline – neither here nor there, de-
pending on the individual experience of this condition. 

Transculturation implies the indirect influence and 
penetration of other cultural elements [7]. Transcultural-
ism, according to Epstein, is an internal cultural multiplic-
ity. Based on this, it is possible to state that transcultura-
tion means being both internal and external, i.e. local and 
global cultural multiplicity. However, this harmonious 
and coordinated system of culture flowing into culture 
could not function without intermediaries, which always 
turn out to be the bilingual members of the interacting 
communities. As stated by N. Mechkovskaya, “Even a 
minimal mutual understanding is impossible until either 
side (or at least one of the sides) makes at least one step 
towards their partners” [23. P. 171]. This step, consisting 
of mastering the main words of the contact language, has 
been carried out by bilinguals; i.e. the interaction of cul-
tures (and, obviously, languages) has occurred and still 
occurs through the mediation of individual bilingualism 
of a certain number of speakers. American researchers G. 
Chen and W. Starosta argue, “As a culture bearer, com-
munication influences the structure of culture, and culture 
necessarily manifests itself, reveals itself in our commu-
nicative models, predetermining how we should talk and 
behave” [30. P. 29]. Culture affects not only communica-
tion, but is also exposed to its effects, and most often it 
occurs when the subject of communication in one or an-
other form of communication assimilates the norms and 
values of the culture [31. P. 27].  

Bilingualism as a phenomenon of transcultural com-
munication can be refined with the help of such concepts 
as “dynamic bilingualism” [32. P. 100] or “flexible bilin-
gualism” [33], which is opposed to the traditional “dis-
parate bilingualism”. In contrast to the traditional dichot-
omy of “mixed bilingualism” and “coordinate bilingual-
ism”, which emphasizes mixing or non-mixing of two 
languages in the consciousness and languages of a bilin-
gual person due to external circumstances and/or lan-
guage competence. “Dynamic bilingualism” in opposition 
to “disparate bilingualism” reflects a fundamentally new 
ideology of using languages as resources in linguistic 
activities of bilingual people and the merge of the new 
contact-linguistic phenomena. 

“Disparate bilingualism” occurs from the existence of 
isolated language systems, and therefore the main atten-
tion in the consideration of the language contact is drawn 
to the phenomenon of “code-alternation”, which includes 
the cases of code-switching, i.e. transition from one lan-
guage system to another in a single utterance, and “code-
mixing”, i.e. hybridization of two language systems. 
However, some linguists state that there exist “other” con-
tact language phenomena, which do not fit into this classi-
fication, especially when the boundaries between lan-
guages are not clear [34. P. 446]. 

The emergence and increasing dissemination of new 
informational and media technologies only strengthen the 
ongoing transcultural processes in bilingualism. Due to 
the level of the development of communication technolo-
gies, the style and form of communication are changing; 
the unwritten rules of the speech organization and speech 
behavior of bilinguals in internet communication extend 
beyond the Internet; the cultures of different nations and 
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countries are wide spread and disseminated. The media of 
communication and information are a natural satellite of 
globalization, and are the ground for the formation and 
dissemination of transcultural communication. Here peo-
ple are faced with different cultures and languages, which 
are being reconstructed under the influence of their “so-
cial worlds” or “social life-worlds” [35]. E-mail, TV, In-
ternet, mobile phones and other means of communication 
and information are not only equipment, each of them 
carries the forms and patterns of our communication. 
Such models are confined not only to the written form, 
but also to the oral form. 

“In transcultural communication, a process of ‘crossing 
the border’ from one cultural unity to another is at the fore-
front of consideration. In each transcultural interaction, a 
certain bilateral and reciprocal connection may be assumed; 
however, the main emphasis is primarily placed not on the 
mutual exchange of cultural elements, but on one-way 
‘crossing the border’ from one culture to another. For ex-
ample, this is clearly manifested in the sphere of mass 
communication (‘one-way communication’), although the 
selective ability of the hosting side (the ability to select and 
choose, interpret and adjust to the culture) hinders this pro-
spect of one-way communication” [36. P. 78]. 

Transcultural communication is the successful usage 
of languages within the repertoire of a bilingual, in which 
language codes for their communication purposes are 
violated or adapted. In transcultural communication, bi-
linguals use different communication strategies: the mix-
ing and switching of language codes, borrowings and dis-
tortions, language hybridization, pidginization, and oth-
ers. This process can be characterized as the collection of 
information in two languages and its transfer by a third, 
intermediate language. 

As a result, a new type of bilingualism appears. This 
type is formed not only through direct contact of represent-
atives of two or more cultures and languages, but also 
through the global Internet network. Here research perspec-
tive is shifted from a language to “language options” or 
“speech repertory”. This type of bilingualism is subject to a 
limited knowledge of the language; i.e., successful com-
munication with other bilinguals within a given society can 
occur not only in a foreign language, but also in the form of 
a mixed speech. Linguistic identity does not always coin-
cide with ethnic identity, but together they form a unity, 
which is called cultural identity [37]. Moreover, a new cul-
tural identity reflecting the trends of the globalizing world 
comes to be based on transcultural communication. 

One of the forms of realization of transcultural com-
munication is the recognized system World Englishes 
(English as a lingua franca), or the contact variant of Eng-
lish (in foreign literature – World Englishes Paradigm) 
formed in the 1970s–1980s [38]. It allows the world cul-
tures to express their values, originality, achievements 
and much more through the codified variant of English. A 
fairly complete description of the new and old codified 
variants, including Irish, Singaporean, West African, East 
African, South Asian, and others can be found in the book 
Standards of English. Codified Varieties around the 
World by Raymond Hickey.  

Another typical example of transcultural communica-
tion is the bilingual speech strategy of “code ambigua-

tion” [39], which refers to the intentional creation of lin-
guistic units with an indefinite language status blurring 
the boundaries between the contacting languages. Below 
are some examples of code ambiguity based on the exam-
ples of ironical use of Latin and Cyrillic intersection: 
Beerлога (beerhouse), Манхеttен (restaurant), Баzа 
(business-center), Zажигалка (bar), Hisтория, ЧеRDак 
(night club), Территория shoppinga (shopping complex), 
Бетонoff (company-manufacturer of concrete), 
Gameназия (newspaper), GLAMOURный бизнес (beauty 
saloon),  Салон tatooировки (tattoo salon), КосметичKA 
(cosmetic shop), Дятлоws (animated series), Духless 
(book), Doveрие (the Dove soap ad on the Internet), 
VIPендриваться (to show off), БарбеQ (barbecue). 

In this case, we are dealing with the intentional ironi-
cal use of the “blurry”, “indefinite” and integrated lan-
guage resources. Thus, the most important characteristic 
of transcultural bilingual communication is its clearly 
defined activity and speech-creative character. The study 
of transculturalism is aimed at describing a qualitatively 
new, creative, transformative and integrative use of all the 
language resources available to a bilingual, irrespective of 
separate languages. This fundamentally new approach to 
describing the language of bilinguals is reflected in the 
increasingly popular terms “transculturalism” or “trans-
cultural communication”. 

 
“Models of the Modern Humanitarian Education”  

in foreign language teaching 
 

Globalization, in particular the transcultural processes, 
could not but affect education. The model of an educated 
person, knowledgeable and skilled in the main spheres of 
life activity is already insufficient. The model of a cultural 
person came to replace it, which presupposes a cultural 
and linguistic approach to the study of objects based on 
transcultural approaches. This approach allows creating a 
system-holistic view of the world and culture, a humani-
zation of the educational process, developing a model of 
high school, creating a sociocultural educational platform 
based on the principle “education–science–culture”. In 
this case, practical studies, for example, works on the 
phenomenon of bilingualism, the possibilities and limits 
of multicultural education in Palestinian-Jewish schools in 
Israel, are of particular interest [40].  

In the context of the integration of countries into 
world space, cooperation, and the exchange of scientific, 
cultural and spiritual values, an important place is given 
to a foreign language as a multi-level communication 
medium. In the modern world, a high level of 
knowledge of foreign languages is considered as one of 
the basic requirements, as an instrument of mutual un-
derstanding and respect for foreign cultures in world 
society. In the information society, knowledge of foreign 
languages implements the function of knowledge man-
agement also performing a motivational and educational 
function. Learning foreign languages is an element of 
humanitarian education. The purpose of teaching a for-
eign language should be to prepare students for interlin-
guistic and intercultural communication, a cultural dia-
logue and to form the student as a subject of intercultur-
al communication.  



193 

At present, in teaching foreign languages, two inter-
connected yet independent methodological concepts are 
actively developing: the concept of a multicultural 
linguistic personality [41–44] and the concept of cultural 
dialogue [45–47]. Based on these concepts, in the frame-
work of modern language education, new approaches are 
outlined aimed at creating a multicultural basis for the 
content of education in teaching a foreign language, creat-
ing an integrated educational space, implementing the 
idea of developing education through the positions of the 
heritage of foreign and native languages and cultures, 
perceiving a foreign culture and forming multicultural 
educational environment.  

Education and upbringing of a person who can ade-
quately coexist in the modern polycultural environment 
and recognize one’s own cultural identity in the surround-
ing sociocultural environment is one of the priorities of 
the modern higher education [48. Pp. 133–134].  

There are several versions of the modern educational 
model, such as multicultural, intercultural and transcultur-
al. All of them, one way or other, express an attitude to-
wards the nation, state, national culture and identity, 
sharpening or smoothing the issue of the need of a non-
mononational model of education.  Particular attention to 
the educational models has been drawn in the work 
“Models of the Modern Humanitarian Education” by N. 
Kirabayev and M. Tlostanova. The authors believe that 
the mildest form of rethinking the national model is the 
concept of multicultural education. The meaning of multi-
cultural education is in the integration, in which students 
receive the opportunity only “to taste” another culture or 
knowledge without going beyond their national, ethnic or 
other subjectivity. Multiculturalism changes neither the 
condescending patronizing attitude towards others, nor 
the rigid attitude to its exclusion from the decision-
making sphere [49. P. 27].  

Analyzing intercultural education, researchers con-
clude that an intercultural model of education remains 
within the existing disciplines, but at the same time there 
is a dialogue between them as they are interdisciplinary in 
nature. The main component in the strategy of intercultur-
al education is not providing students with the amount of 
facts or some absolute knowledge, but providing them 
with the opportunity to learn “to be themselves”, which is 
connected not so much with mastering positive 
knowledge, but with the need to correlate them with the 
direct personal and social experience [49. P. 29]. 

Tlostanova and Kirabayev consider transcultural edu-
cation to be ideal in the conditions of the global domina-
tion of the corporate universalism and technocratic model 
of education. The goal of transcultural education is train-
ing a special worldview, in which another culture, tradi-
tion and civilization are viewed not as an obstacle that 
needs to be brought to a common denominator (most of-
ten, its own), but as a completely independent subject or 
phenomenon with its own dispositions and characteristics, 
with which it is necessary to engage in dialogue, egalitari-
an intellectual and cultural interaction [50]. This new 
transcultural subjectivity will inevitably go beyond na-
tional limits, but will be better adapted to the new global 
flows of information [51]. Upbringing and education of 
this kind will be based not on providing people with an 

amount of multicultural facts, but on cultivating their crit-
ical thinking, increasing their ethical and political respon-
sibility, and a subtle hearing regarding the history, 
memory and languages [49. P. 30]. 

In a transcultural educational model, education and 
upbringing are considered as a necessary condition and 
the most important means of transition to the development 
of the heights of the human culture. “However, it is also 
useful to state that ‘transcultural’ as an adjective for learn-
ing or awareness entails more precision than solely ‘cul-
tural awareness’ (as used by Tomalin and Stempleski), as 
the former evokes automatically the global context and a 
multilateral character of interactions” [1. P. 125]. 

 
Conclusion 

 
The main conclusion that can be drawn from the con-

ducted theoretical analysis is that the phenomenon of bi-
lingualism is closely related to the spread of transcultural 
communication. On the one hand, bilingualism contrib-
utes to strengthening transcultural processes; on the other 
hand, bilingualism develops due to the spread of transcul-
turalism in various spheres of life. Accordingly, the de-
scription of bilingualism presented at the beginning of the 
article can be complemented by the following correctional 
remarks. 

 The repertoire of the language means of bilingual 
speakers is largely transcultural, i.e. is characterized by 
“blurring”, “uncertainty”, a peculiar “interlinguistic” or 
“extralinguistic” status; the interaction of languages and 
cultures is manifested through the phenomenon of “code 
ambiguity” and new informational and media technologies, 
which only strengthen the ongoing transcultural process. 

 Bilingualism as a phenomenon of transculturalism 
can be described as “dynamic” and “flexible” in opposi-
tion to the traditional “disparate” and “segregate” under-
standing of bilingualism. 

 Modern bilingualism can be characterized as a result 
of “ordinary/popular globalization”, which includes a 
large number of people with limited, “truncated” 
knowledge of a foreign language. 

The new transcultural paradigm broadens the horizons 
of opportunities for learning the phenomenon of bilin-
gualism, fills the established concepts and terms with new 
meaning, and enables consideration of the linguistic con-
tacts that previously remained out of the context of re-
search.  

The methodology of teaching foreign languages and 
approaches to it should be subjected to fundamental 
changes: a transition from a passive academic study to the 
practical tasks of ensuring effective communication. Cur-
rently, the langauge education system of Armenia should 
be oriented towards the development of multilingualism 
and meeting the needs of intercultural communication.  

Teaching foreign languages should be reoriented to 
teaching communication through cultures, since language 
acts as a translator of culture. Considering the process of 
teaching foreign languages, one should pay attention to 
the content of intercultural education and the conditions 
for its implementation, since channels of communication 
themselves bear a cultural content. “As a result, the illu-
sion of social solidarity is formed due to education, often 
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aimed at some transethical or transnational perspective. In 
such a situation, the instrumental and value-related com-
ponents of linguocultural dynamics can have very unex-
pected manifestations, which scientists and educators 
have yet to comprehend” [52].  

The development of multilingualism is not only the 
provision of bilingual (multilingual) communication, but 

also the basis for intercultural dialogue. In our opinion, 
teaching three foreign languages should be implemented 
in the educational system, and four for minority groups. 
Under the conditions of institutionally subordinate multi-
lingualism, the features of teaching a foreign language are 
largely conditioned by the “mobile” nature of the devel-
opment of bilingualism.  
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В статье рассматриваются тенденции развития языкового образования в процессе преподавания иностранных языков в 

условиях глобализации и информатизации общества, а также собственно лингвистические интерпретации билингвизма, его 
широкое и узкое понимания, деятельностный, речетворческий аспекты транскультурации. Объектом изучения является во-
прос о соотношении транслингвизма и билингвизма как ключевых понятий современной лингвистической контактологии, а 
также транскультуральное коммуникативное поведение и творческий характер транслингвальной речи билингвов. В науч-
но-исследовательской работе были применены классические методы лингводидактики, педагогики и языкознания, такие как 
аналогия, обобщение и сравнение; использовались методы социокультурного, системного, структурно-функционального 
анализа, нарративного анализа и описания. Языковым материалом данного исследования послужили примеры названий 
кафе, ресторанов, разных салонов и компаний. При исследовании подобных названий внутригородских объектов авторы 
применили метод анализа и синтеза информации, а также метод изучения, обобщения и сравнения теоретического и прак-
тического материала по заданной теме. Поскольку идеологической основой транскультурации является эпистемологическое 
переосмысление понятий традиционной культуры, в данном исследовании авторы трактуют транскультурную коммуника-
цию как процесс успешного использования языков репертуара билингва, при котором порою нарушаются или приспосабли-
ваются языковые коды для своих коммуникативных целей. Типичным примером транскультурной коммуникации может 
послужить билингвальная речевая стратегия «кодовой амбигуации». В статье приводятся примеры игрового использования 
пересечений кириллицы и латиницы: GLAMOURный бизнес (beauty saloon), Салон tatooировки (tattoo salon), КосметичKA 
(cosmetic shop) (KA в армянском языке обозначает «наличие чего-либо») и др. Мы рассматриваем этот процесс как сбор 
информации на двух языках и передачу ее посредством третьего, промежуточного языка. Вследствие этого возникает новый 
тип билингвизма. В результате исследования мы пришли к следующему выводу: репертуар языковых средств билингвов в 
значительной степени транскультурален, т.е. характеризуется «размытостью», «неопределенностью», своеобразным «межъ-
языковым» или «внеязыковым» статусом. Вместе с тем надо отметить, что в условиях институционально подчиненного 
многоязычия особенности преподавания иностранного языка в большинстве своем обусловлены динамичным характером 
развития двуязычия. 

 
Статья представлена научной редакцией «Педагогика» 10 декабря 2020 г. 
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