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The article examines the practice of orphan children’s placement in pre-revolutionary Russia. It con-
siders the activities of major organizations such as the Department of Institutions of Empress Maria
and the Imperial Philanthropic Society. The article compares the methods and results of the work of
these institutions.
The placement and care of orphans has been one of the key issues in social policy in the Russian state
for almost three hundred years. But today the problem is still acute. Some of the causes of orphanhood
have persisted independently of socioeconomic, political, and ethical eras.
The article discusses the evolution of the practices of the placement of orphans in pre-revolutionary
Russia by two major pro-government charitable institutions - the Department of Institutions of Em-
press Maria and the Imperial Philanthropic Society.
In pre-revolutionary Russia, there was a wide range of methods for the placement of orphans, from
adoption and guardianship to training for any profession and assignment to a specific class (based on
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the child's knowledge, abilities and skills). The use of marriage as a form of placement is also consid-
ered.
The article points out the problems that occurred during the development of the institution of orphans’
placement. These represented in most cases the elementary shortage of funds and the neglect of duties
by some officials. They were associated with the weakening of the control of the central oversight
authorities in the institutions concerned. The application of supervisory measures fluctuated: it weak-
ened, then sharply increased (in the opinion of analysts of the time).
Thus, the article examines the main forms of orphans’ placement and care practiced in the Department
of Institutions of Empress Maria and by the Imperial Philanthropic Society.

References

1. Obshchestvennoe i chastnoe prizrenie v Rossii [Public and private charity in Russia]. St. Petersburg:
Imperial Academy of Sciences Publ., 1907. 296 p.
2. Monografii uchrezhdeniy vedomstva imperatritsy Marii: prilozhenie k izdaniyu “Pyatidesyatiletie IV
otdeleniya sobstvennoy Ego Imperatorskogo Velichestva kantselyarii 1828–1878” [Monographs of the
institutions department of Empress Maria: the application to the publication “The fiftieth anniversary of
IV Branch of His Imperial Majesty's Own Chancellery 1828–1878”]. St. Petersburg, 1880. 421 p.
3. Otchet po Imperatorskomu Moskovskomu vospitatel'nomu domu za 1899 g. [The report of the Impe-
rial Moscow Orphanage for 1899]. Moscow: Moscow City Arnold-Tretyakov school for the deaf
Publ., 1902. 127 p.
4. Eroshkin N.P. Rossiyskoe samoderzhavie [Russian autocracy]. Moscow: Russian State University
for the humanities Publ., 2006. 494 p.
5. Blagotvoritel'nye uchrezhdeniya Rossiyskoy imperii. T. 2 [Charities of the Russian Empire. Vol. 2].
St. Petersburg: E. Evdokimov Publ., 1900.
6. Otchet po Imperatorskomu Moskovskomu vospitatel'nomu domu za 1913 g. [The report of the Impe-
rial Moscow Orphanage for 1913]. Moscow: Headquarters of Moscow Military District Publ., 1915.
159 p.
7. Vsepoddanneyshiy otchet imperatorskogo Chelovekolyubivogo obshchestva za 1850 god [The hum-
bly report of the Imperial Philanthropic Society for 1850]. St. Petersburg: Imperial Academy of Scien-
cies Publ., 1851. 35 p.
8. Otchet soveta Imperatorskogo Chelovekolyubivogo obshchestva za 1870 god [Report of the Board
of Imperial Philanthropic Society for 1870]. St. Petersburg: V. V. Pratts Publ., 1872. 60 p.




