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POTENTIAL OF WORK WITH USERS – ELDERLY PERSONS IN RURAL LIBRARIES
OF TOMSK REGION
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The article discusses the possibilities and the main directions of the rural libraries of Tomsk re-
gion work with  users – the elderly persons.

The elderly persons are one of the categories of library users. This category has its own
characteristics. From a legal point of view, older people are the category for which the additional
guarantees provided for library services. In particular, it is the right for the home service.

The article presents a table, which shows the results of offsite library services in the districts of
Tomsk region. In Bakcharsky, Chainsky, Shegarsky, Krivosheinsky, Verhneketsky districts the
significant proportion of users of this type of library services is the elderly people.

Library services for this users’ category has a number of direction:
1. Legal information and counseling (especially on the pension and housing legislation),
2. Bibliographic information, providing literature on medicine, healthy lifestyle,
3. Selection of literature on gardening, handmade work,
Service in these areas is carried out both in the library and at home. In many districts of the

Tomsk region among the users of off-site library services are the elderly persons.
Also in the library provides for the establishment of communication platforms for the elderly –

with the similar interests in same age category or provided contact generations. A large number of
library activities related to communication young generation with elderly people, the transfer of
experience from generation to generation.

A significant number of clubs for the elderly brings together people based on their creative
interests: crafts, singing, and others. The library organizes exhibitions of works.

The article presents a table showing the club created especially for the elderly. This
communication clubs, gardening, crafts.

However, older people can also visit the clubs, not specially adapted for a specific age group:
women's clubs, clubs for disabled people, the creative community.

Older people act as asset library – are involved in many activities of libraries.
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