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THE CONSTRUCT «HOLY RUSSIA» AND ITS SEMANTIC ACTUALIZATIONS
Key words: construct, mentality, Russia, «Holy Russia», patriotism.

In moments of deep changes, various paths of historical development and in periods of non-
obvious future there appears a necessity to find the ultimate bases of the society identity. Among these
bases loaded by the meaning and supreme spiritual values, in relation to Russia, the construct "Holy
Russia" is mentioned. Being originated in the era of Russian Middle Ages, it embodied in the well-
known Philotheos’s formula "Moscow - the Third Rome". Over centuries, the construct played the
key role in political culture to substantiate the God's choice of Russian people and the combination of
celestial and earth reality on Russian land. Thus, in accordance with the medieval idea, Russia was
assigned the role of a kind of "icon" of Celestial Kingdom while the Russian Tsar played the role of
the God’s reflection on earth. Philotheos’s political formula was embodied in the project "New Jeru-
salem" of Patriarch Nikon, it was adapted by the people and for the people properly to the construct
"Holy Russia". Uniting etymologically "holiness" and "light", it manifested the adversarial position of
light to the darkness that is to impiety or vicious belief. It can be traced by the author of the article
through linguistic research materials and sources. A breakaway from power-religious orthodoxy
which was reflected in religious poetry and pastorals, did not affect the basic idea of exclusivity of
Russia, but at the same time, the attention was paid to the issues of truth and justice. Russian philoso-
phy (Solovyov V., Trubetskoy E., Berdyaev N.), referring to the problem of "Holy Russia", spotlights
the distinction between different levels of Christianity, such as a temple level, a home one and a uni-
versal idea. It shows the failure of chiliastic views on the structure of the Kingdom of God on earth.
At the same time, being in thrall to the political situation, the philosophers of the first emigration
wave repeated those mistakes which they were opposed to. Events of the recent years, complexity of
foreign policy situation and a search for bases of identity boosted to quasi-religious writings, where
the construct of "Holy Russia" is being newly exploited as a unique one in its originality, total, messi-
anic to imperial desires. All this in a bizarre form combines the rhetoric of "spiritual poems" of the
Russian Middle Ages, the first wave of immigrants journalism and at the same time it contradicts the
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main purpose of the construct - Orthodox unity, the great spiritual values united in this construct of
holy men, holy word, holy images, which can only serve the rise of current Russian policy.
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ILLEGITIMATE VIOLENCE IN ANCIENT RUSSIA
Key words: historical politology, construct, illegitimate violence, history of power, ancient Rus-

sia.

Legitimate violence is one of the most important characteristics of the governmental authority.
According to the generally recognized concept of M. Verber only the government has a right (recog-
nized by the population) to use the violence in order to protect the interests of a person, communities
or the whole population. This concept concerns an established government. In the communities where
the governmental structures are in the process of forming (like ancient Russia in X-XII centuries) the
situation is more complicated. The government does not appear with no base. It substitutes the struc-
tures of a tribal society. During the substitution period, in the collective consciousness of the popula-
tion exist two contradicting authority models and two models of violence respectively: a tribal model
and a governmental one. In ancient Russia this models were «veche violence» and «knyaz violence».
Both of them had been recognized as natural (legitimate) until the knyaz violence model became the
only one considered as a right one and reflecting the type of new formed nation state.

Several types of Non legitimate violence existed in ancient Russia. First type (by the time of ap-
pearance) was the violence between a knyaz and a local society (collisions: Igor-Drevlians, Jaroslav-
Novgorodians). Second type: violence between knyazes (blinding of Vasiliko Trebovalsky). Third
type: violence of governing elite members towards the knyaz (Andrey Bogolyubsky murder).

The first type of non-legitimate violence was liquidated while the sphere of legitimacy of grand
knyaz was spreading. The forms of cooperation between government and population regulated by the
law were protected from non-legitimate violence by both parties.

The second violence type (between knyazes) was not (and couldn’t be) regulated by law. There-
fore the violence between knyazes was practiced on a regular basis in the XII–XV centuries. During
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XIII–XIV centuries there were no conditions for initiation of 3rd type of violence due to the change of
the of knyazes’ government functioning terms. That time knyazes were under the political influence
of Orda and struggling for legitimacy they had to rely on the elite stopping the conflicts with it.
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INVESTIGATIONS OF THE INFLUENCE OF CULTURAL AND SYMBOLIC
"CONTEXT" ON POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION OF TOMSK STUDENTS

Key words: socialization, youth, political socialization of the youth, socializational context.

Political socialization is formed as a process of selection of information in the cultural-symbolic
space of the outside world, by means of which the derivatives are the mentality of society. Political
socialization of youth can be defined as a means of controlled selection field communication society
that is experiencing today the influence of chaotic tendencies of the modern information world.

The trend of today's global cultural-symbolic context is to increase the pace of development of
the social order and an increase in the diversity of sources of cultural-symbolic context. A feature of
the Russian cultural-symbolic context serves growth of cultural differences and ways of life, superim-
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posed on the process of post-Soviet transformation of society and its cultural orientations, making
cultural-symbolic context polystylistic. A feature of the Tomsk regional cultural-symbolic context are
cultural-symbolic phenomena Tomsk region as a «learning region», folding in the process of position-
ing in Russia and the global community.

Study of the nature of the political relevance mentality of students in Tomsk modern cultural-
symbolic «context» of political socialization was carried out using a phenomenological methodology
(phenomenological survey) and methods of psychological testing. Method of investigating life experi-
ences socializing agent, immersed in a specific «context», allowed to understand how a person ex-
periences the political world, including in the regional dimension. Diagnostic Method of socio-
psychological attitudes and personality test cultural value orientations provided an opportunity diag-
nostic disposition of individual attitudes of students to the different meanings, directivity  of symbolic
«context» of political socialization of students in Tomsk.

 The results showed that the leading range of cultural-symbolic context of political socialization
of students of Tomsk is polystylistic Russian cultural-symbolic context, traditionalist component
which allows you to reverse the trend of global uncertainty cultural context. Meanwhile, the data
connection is not visible political mentality of students with the regional strategy and external posi-
tioning of Tomsk region as a «learning region».
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THE IMPACT OF SO-CALLED "NEW" MEDIA ON THE PROCESS OF POLITICAL
IDENTIFICATION

Key words: the "new" mass media, political identification, political identity, information and
communication technology, Internet.

The influence of new media on political relations, processes and institutions are growing in
the contemporary society. A proof of it could be a number of empirical cases of participation of
these media in political events of recent years. Political identification in contemporary society is
also under the influence of these media. They are giving users an access to tremendous volume
of information about political attitudes, views, events and processes. Moreover activity of dif-
ferent political forces could be seen in these media. The article shows the lack of clarity in the
issue of how an access to political information influences on the speed of political identification.
New media are able to strengthen links inside existing political identities. The article states that
new media is an environment where new leaders could appear. Emergence of such leaders could
be caused by activity in frameworks of the project in new media. In order to unite significant
numbers of users of these media such a leader needs to set an agenda. In that case identity will
be problem-subject character. The article state also that users of new media play an important
role in in processes dealing with political identification. Sometimes it is done unconsciously by
sharing information or opinion about some political event.
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of international relations theory. However, even after more than two decades, the meaning and content
of this concept are still not entirely unclear. It significantly complicates the task of soft power opera-
tionalization and its measuring, without which it is difficult to talk about turning this concept into a
real instrument of international policy.

The result of numerous discussions on this issue allows talking at least about two quite important
criteria to typologize a possible ways of measuring the soft power. According to authors opinions,
these ways of measuring can be: (a) an interpretation (specific content) of the measured phenomenon
and (b) a type that is using to measure the initial data. Because the evaluation of soft power, as well as
strength at  all,  may be related to various aspects of this  concept,  as such: firstly -  the sources or re-
sources – all that theoretically is capable of producing (to cause) the "soft power"; secondly – the
tools and / or actions – is whereby an opportunities and resource potential is converted to the desired
result; thirdly, the result – the effects that presumably caused by the available resources and taken
actions.

Differences in the purposes, extent of coverage, periods of time, methods of operationalization
and measurement techniques are significantly restricts the ability of a systematic effectiveness com-
parison of these approaches to the measurement of soft power, according to the achieved results. The
specific nature of soft power suggests that the best way to measure it is an international public opinion
surveys. Thus, if the soft power is the ability to achieve the desired outcome by attracting and co-
optation, it should be admitted that it is not at the disposal of the person who possesses it, but that
person who is the objective of soft power’s influence. Accordingly to the above, the value and effec-
tiveness of soft power will be determined with the perceptions of the recipient countries audiences,
which are finally decide what is attractive to them.

This article discusses the currently existing basic approaches to the soft power’s measurement.  It
suggests a possible way to differentiate these approaches with the general analysis of capabilities,
strengths and limitations.
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STRUCTURAL TRANSFORMATION OF THE GEOPOLITICAL LOCATION OF THE
SOUTH OF RUSSIA IN MODERN CONDITIONS

Key words: the South of Russia, geopolitical location, multi-neighborhood, close boundedness,
integration associations.

This article is characterized features of the modern geopolitical situation in Southern Russia as
the union of the three federal districts in the country, based on the dynamics of political events in
recent years. Among the main features of the geopolitical situation of the South of Russia the author
identifies a large number of neighboring countries, frontier subjects, the proximity to breakaway state
formations, seaside location, the impact on the Region of activity of international political, economic
and military alliances and organizations as geopolitical actors.

South of Russia appears to us as a set of three federal districts - South, North Caucasus and Cri-
mea (formed in March 2014 after joining the Crimea Sevastopol to Russia). The area of the South of
Russia – 618.4 thousand km2 (3.6% of the territory of Russia), the population – 26 million persons
(18% of the population of Russia). Leading position in the area of the territory and population as part
of the South of Russia takes the Southern Federal District. Crimean district is the smallest in the south
of Russia and in the whole country.

The main features of the geopolitical position of the South of Russia are as follows:
1. Localization territory of subjects the South of Russia along the border of the country. Of the

15 subjects of the South of Russia 12 subjects are located at the landlubber state border of Russia.
2. Along the borders of the South of Russia are located the breakaway state entities such as

Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Lugansk and Donetsk people's republics.
3. South of Russia has a wide output in the Black Sea, Azov Sea and the Caspian Sea. The legal

status of these water bodies are not fully resolved and require further negotiations
4. A significant impact on the region has interstate economic, political and military alliances and

organizations. Leading positions here remain the Commonwealth of Independent States and the Eura-
sian Economic Union, contributing to the strengthening of integration relations in the former Soviet
territory. The worrying implications has accession of Ukraine and Georgia in association with the
European Union, as well as the activities of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization near the bounda-
ries of the South of Russia

5. In the South of Russia is spread impact vectors of geopolitical development of many countries,
which include this territory in the zones of its influence. The most actively pursue its policy in the
region, Turkey and the United States, as geopolitical rivals Russia.

6. Was expanded area of maritime boundaries in the South of Russia at the expense of joining the
Crimea. However, no direct communication by land between the Crimea and mainland of Russia is
problematic factor geopolitical situation in South of Russia.

In summary, it can be noted that the specificity of the geopolitical position of the South of
Russia are the complexity of the localization structure, diversity and contradictions of factors
influencing it, the dynamic changes. The territory of the region is in the zone of attention many
states and international organizations, which in the future will facilitate actively to their impact
on the development of the situation in the regions of the South of Russia. At the same time the
presence of a large number of neighboring countries, placement along the border, strong territo-
rial contingence of the South Russian subjects with neighboring countries, including the break-
away territories, wide access to the seas will contribute to strengthening of the transit potential
of the geopolitical situation in the region in the implementation of foreign policy and economic
relations with other regions.
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CONTROL FUNCTION OF THE PARLIAMENT: PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY
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Many scholars have noted the growth of dependence of Russian legislatures on executive au-
thorities. For this reason it seems important to scrutinize the effectiveness of realization of parlia-
ment’s functions in contemporary Russia. The number of functions varies from author to author, but
all of them emphasize the heightened control.

Parliamentary control is implemented by the higher legislative (representative) body. We define
it as a complex of measures which includes the monitoring and audit of the public administration and,
also, the recommendations on the elimination of violations and the causes and conditions that contrib-
uted to their occurrence.
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This article is devoted to the development and practices of parliamentary commissions of inquiry
and account chambers. By analyzing the process of the institutionalization of investigation commis-
sions, we highlight the main shortcomings of the regulation of parliamentary investigation. For exam-
ple, a restrictive list of objects under parliament control, the failure of the mechanism which should be
used for considering the results of finished investigations, or the lack of transparency in activities of
parliamentary commissions of inquiry. We argue for the need of careful analysis of different ap-
proaches to organizing and providing parliament investigations in Russian regions, and also question
of how the results of parliamentary investigations influence the political agenda.

We look at the control over the account chamber for the process of implementation of budgetary
obligations. Analysis of activity of control-account chambers demonstrates that recommendations of
these bodies are usually used during budgeting. The consequences of such participation include
budget optimization, the exclusion of illegal outcomes, etc. We outline a few systematic problems,
like increasing the budget without special circumstances, lack of legal framework, considerable year-
end funding, unreliability of financial statements, lack of control over the execution of works from the
side of state customers, and diversion of public funds.

Finally we indicate the need to research the role of parliamentary commissions of inquiry in the
political process and approaches to assessing the efficiency of account chamber.
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FEATURES A MODERN POLITICAL MOVEMENT OF WOMEN
Key words: women's socio-political movement, the political rights, gender equality.

In the article "features of modern political movement of women" discusses General approaches
to the study of political activity, reveals the specific features of the women's movement in Russia,
among which the most important seem to be:

– lack of awareness of their civil rights activists, their low level of knowledge and legal aware-
ness, lack of ability to protect their rights;

– underestimating the need for political participation;
– insufficient development of the relationship of feminist theory and practice of the women's

movement;
– narrow social base, fragmentation and "elitism" of the movement;
– the absence of strong female leaders;
– the incorporation of independent NGOs to government agencies;
– lack of material resources to support infrastructure, social movements, and especially the

women's movement;
– the absence of a national women's ideas, able to lead the women's movement in the direction of

consolidation;
– distrust of attempts to organizational coordination "from top to bottom" in which are infringing

on the autonomy;
– the lack of real work on building coalitions within women's NGOs and other social and politi-

cal forces, including parties, trade unions, etc.
The women's movement is very diverse and in social structures and ideological orientation, how-

ever, argues in the public consciousness and in the consciousness of the women themselves world-
view that divides the view of woman as the subject of history, which gives women the right to own
choice role in society.

The requirement of equal opportunities, which certainly is more than a simple equality - gender
requirement implies the protection of the rights and interests of both women and men taking into
account the specificity of each subject's socio-sex groups.

Russian society as a whole needs to understand that only gender harmony is the way to a civi-
lized and comfortable society and the state, which comfortably worthy female and male individuals -
citizens of the country.

It is no exaggeration to say that it is active, enterprising and persevering women's movement,

mailto:korolevaliki:@mail.ru
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constantly working on improvement of their professional and political level, can become a key factor
in the implementation of all positive changes in the status of the female population in achieving the
goal of gender equality. Achieving gender balance requires political will, legislative, effective eco-
nomic and social policies.
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PARTY DOMINATION AND PROSPECTS OF FORMATION OF A RESPONSIBLE
GOVERNMENT

Key words: political parties, party domination, formation of the government, «United Russia».

The analysis of national political practice on the question of a party dominance formation
allows correlation of the formal party position of the "United Russia" with its real significance
in political system. It also allows making reasonable conclusions about the impact of this politi-
cal party on the processes of political decision making. As an example such a key question as a
formation of a responsible party government that won the elections to the national parliament is
analyzed. Despite the fact that the pro-government ideologists and technologists compare the
"United Russia" with different dominant parties in other political systems (forming national
governments), nevertheless Russian regulatory practice doesn’t give the winning party a compe-
tence to form a responsible government. This paper investigates the reasons and conditions that
impede the dominant parliamentary party becoming a "ruling party." Special attention is paid to
the role of ideology in ensuring the party dominance in Russia, during which a conclusion that
such an over-arching political party as the "United Russia" doesn’t need a full-fledged ideology
is made. The ideology is replaced by a tactical substitute - "the ideology of everyday life." The
result is represented as a conclusion why this political party won’t be granted the right to form
the highest executive body of the state power in the Russian Federation.
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THE ANNEXATION OF THE UKRAINIAN CRIMEA BY RUSSIA AS A REASON OF
APORIA WITH WESTERN COUNTRIES

Key words: Russia, Ukraine, Crimea, Sebastopol, annexation, the West, intervention, state in-
terests.

In the context of joining events (previous and further ones) of the Crimea to the Russian Federa-
tion the analysis of Russian domestic and international political processes is given. Joining Ukrainian
Crimea to Russia as a subject  of  the federation it  was confirmed by the decree of Russian President
Vladimir Putin's March 21, 2014. Incorporation of the Republic of Crimea to the Russian Federation
was postulated by the results of a national referendum in the Crimea. One of the reasons for the active
support Russia in this process has been deterministic primarily foreign factors. On the issue of energy
supplies to the European countries Russia has long relied on political support for the regime of ousted
President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych. In the research new political steps of Russia in construction
of a new area on territories controlled earlier by V. Yanukovych administration are considered.
Ukraine's new government, as well as the international community, speaking with one voice with
respect to the non-recognition of annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea to Russia. The
scenario of Russian political actions on new developing territories is discovered. The logic of
Ukraine, which lost part of its territory as payment for forced regime change, expressed in the con-
formist narrowcasting confrontation with Russia. Western countries on this issue are going on, remov-
ing itself the role of maintaining the status quo of state borders and the types of political regimes. An
identification attempt of the subject of politics which actions were the result of a new is given. West-
ern leaders stressed personal responsibility of the head of state Vladimir Putin in the process of acces-
sion of the Republic of Crimea to the Russian Federation.
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Key words: modernization, PRC, China, reforms, the economy, traditions, factors, directions,
mechanism.

The article of Sushchenko M.A. examines the phenomenon of Chinese political modernization.
The author points to a number of factors that influenced the process of formation of the political sys-
tem of China. We give a description of the Chinese political system since the beginning of its forma-
tion. The author also points to the need of restructuring and modernization of the socio-economic
system of China. According to Sushchenko M.A. economic modernization in China, carried out by
the Chinese political elite from the late 1970s, was the cause of political system transformation. The
author believes that the current stage of political modernization in China began with the approval of
the Chinese ruling elite of the "fourth generation" of PRC leaders. Since the beginning of the 2000s
the main features and characteristics of the process formed in China. It offers an original formulation
of political modernization in China. The article highlighted features of the model of Chinese political
modernization, which plays a great role in Confucian traditions, the evolutionary nature of political
transformation is marked as well as paramount importance for the political transformation of eco-
nomic reforms is considered. It specifies the role of the ideological factor and continuity in the proc-
ess of modernization.

Among the factors of political modernization social, cultural and personal, ones are mentioned:
integration of China into the global processes of globalization, the development of the Internet and
modern means of communication. The article also indicates the direction of political modernization.
As one of the main directions of political modernization we highlight the institutionalization of the
mechanism of change of power in China. Among other areas of political modernization Sushchenko
M.A. sees improving inner-party democracy, administrative reform, reform of the judicial system, the
improvement of the electoral system, the development of local election laws and governments. The
author also points the attention to the democratic vector of the country development. As directions of
the transformation of the political system changes the author sees in legislation and the work of public
authorities, public and political organizations, the action of citizens in civil society subsystems.
Among the main mechanisms of political modernization Sushchenko M.A. considers national and
social policy of China. According to author a new stage of political modernization in China will begin
by the end of the 2nd term in office of the "Fifth Generation" of Chinese leaders and will depend on
the economic, social and cultural transformations in the People's Republic of China.

References

1. Vestifinance.ru. (2015) Pryamye inostrannye investitsii v KNR vyrosli na 0,9% [Foreign direct
investment in China rose by 0.9%]. 17th March 2015. [Online] Available from:
http://www.vestifinance.ru/articles/54598.

2. China's Internet TV (CNTV). (2014) Ob"em pryamykh inostrannykh investitsiy v ekonomiku
Kitaya vyros pochti na 2% [Foreign direct investment in China's economy grew by almost 2%].
[Online] Available from: http://cctv.cntv.cn/2014/10/ 17/VIDE1413477365483735.shtml.

3. China's Internet TV (CNTV). Prem'er Gossoveta KNR vystupil s dokladom o rabote
pravitel'stva na otkryvsheysya 3-y sessii VSNP 12-go sozyva [Premier  of  the  State  Council  issued  a
report on the government work on the opening of the third session of the National People's Congress
of the 12th convocation]. 5th May 2015. [Online] Available from:
http://www.cntv.ru/2015/03/05/ARTI1425536578328588.shtml.

4. China Internet Information Center. (2015) Top-10 krupneyshikh provintsial'nykh ekonomik
KNR v 2014-m [Top 10 largest provincial economies, China in 2014]. 16th March 2015. [Online]
Available from: http://m.russian.china.org.cn/russian/ doc_1_26352_282278.html.

http://www.vestifinance.ru/articles/54598.
http://cctv.cntv.cn/2014/10/
http://www.cntv.ru/2015/03/05/ARTI1425536578328588.shtml.
http://m.russian.china.org.cn/russian/


. . . 2015.  3 (31)

 303
DOI 10.17223/1998863 /31/12

-
 – . , -

. -

: -
. 

.
: , , -

, , , .

, 
, . 

, 
. , . , . , 

, 

 [1, 2, 3].  ( )
. . 

: -
, , -

 [3]. «
 – , , 

, ,  – », – . -
,  [4. . 70]. -

, . . ,
, « , -

, , 
 – 

» [5. . 7]. , 
-

: -
, 

.
 « -

»  (“photo-elicitation interview”) – -
, 

 [6]. . , -
 « , 



105

» [7. P. 298]. , -
, 

. -
, -

,  -
 [8, 9]. 

,
, , . -

. 
, -

.
, -

, . -
-

 « » . -
 ( , ) -

,  « », 
  ,  (

, ) [10]. -
, 

, 
. -

, 
. 

, , -
. 

: 
; ; -

, ;
, ,

;  -
 ( , , 

.). 
, 

. -

, -
 « -

». 
, , -

. , ,
, -

, , .

 «  – »). -



. 106

: -
,   -

. 
-

 ( , , -
, ), 

, 
 « ». , -

, -
; , -

, , 
 « ». -

: , 
, . 

  
, , -

, -
. ,

, -
. -

, , 
,  .

, -
, -

. ,
: -

; 
; 

; .
-

.  -
 ( -

), , 
), -

. 
,  – 

1. 
: -

.  ( -
), ,

, , , -
, , 

. : -
1 , . 

 « » , -
. -

, , -
.



107

,  ( -
). -

, , 
». .   -

, : « -
, 

. 
» [9. . 69]. , , -

, -
, . 

, 
, -

. , 
(20 ) , -

, .
-

, , 
   ( -

  
). , , -

, -
-

. 
.

, 
 ( . ) 

 ( , -
.). -

: , -
 « » , 

 « » .
, -

. -

. , 
 (

 –  – »), -
,  « » .

. -
.

, . -
, 



. 108

. 
: « . . 

 « ». ? , -
, , ». 

-
, 

.
, -

 « »  ( , 
-

), 
. -

, 
. 
,  (« ») : «

. -
, . , ,

, . ». 
,  « -

», 
 « » : 

 ( ,  « »).
,

. -
, -

,  (
-

). -
,  -

 ( )
. , , 

, , 
-

 (« »), . -
-

, , 
. , -

, : -
, , . 

, , , ». -
, 

, -
, .

-
, 

-



109

. , -
.  « »

, ), « » ( -
, ),

 ( , -
, ). -

, 
. , 

, , 
.  N,

. , -
. , , .

. . 
, . .

-
 NN -

. ? .
. , , -

».
 « » -

. , 
. -

, 
, . -

, -
, 

. , 
: « , . . 
. , . -

. , 
, . , , -

. ». -
, , 

(« , 
?»), . -

, , 
, ,   . , 

. , 
, . ( ,

. . , -
-

 [11]).
, 

-
, -



. 110

  , 
,   « » .

, , 
, -

.
, 

, 
, 

. , -
, .

, -
. 

, , 
,   .

, , , 
, -
. 

, , , -
, 

, . , -
, ,  « -

» ., , -
, 

.
, , -

. , 

, 
. -

, 
. ,  ( ,

?», «
…?») . 

-
, , -

. -
 («

»), , , ,

. , 
,  « , » –

. ,
 – .  – -

, , 
. , -

 « » , -



111

-
, . -

 (
), -

, .
-
.

. . -
, , , 

 « » .
  , -

 – , ,
.

, -
. , 

,  « »
. . , «

, 
» [12. C. 124]. 

,   , 
, -

.
, 

, -
. , -

, 
 «

 <…>  » [13. C. 111]. 
-
,

, -
.

1.Becker H. S. Photography and Sociology // Studies in the Anthropology of Visual
Communication. 1974.  1. P. 3–26.

2. Images of  information:  Still  photography in the social  sciences /  Ed.  by J.  Wagner.  Beverly
Hills: Sage, 1979. 311 p.

3.Harper D. Visual Sociology: Expanding Sociological Vision // The American Sociologist.
Spring, 1988. P. 54–70.

4. .  // -
. 2008.  4. C. 70–83.

5. ., . : , , 
// :  / . . ,

. . .:  « », 2009. . 7–16.
6. . : 
 // . ., 2014.  2.

7.Rose G. Visual methodologies. London: Sage, 2011. 408 p.



. 112
8.Radley A. What people do with pictures // Visual Sociology. 2010. Vol. 25,  3. P. 268–279.
9. .  //

. 2012.  3. . 65–76.
10. . : 

 // . . 2014.  5. . 30–36.
11. ., .  :  

 // . 2015.  131. – URL:
http://www.nlobooks.ru/node/5828

12. . : .
.: , 2014. 456 c.

13. .
 // ,  / 

. . , . . .:  « », , 2011. C. 85–112.

Alexandra B. Zapolskaya/ School of Economics (Moskou, Russian Federation). E-mail:
ajmulder@yandex.ru. DOI 10.17223/1998863 /31/12

PHOTO-ELICITATION INTERVIEW IN THE RESEARCH OF PROFESSIONAL
PRODUCTION OF THE VISUAL
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ogy, photography, visualization.

The paper considers sociological appliance of one of the visual methods – photo-elicitation inter-
view. The method implies interviews that use photographs as motivation for informants’ responses
and reflection. Despite the interest in visual culture in the contemporary social sciences the method is
hardly ever used in the analysis of its production. There are works with photo-elicitation interviews
that include the analysis of visual dimensions of the researched phenomena as well as photographic
conventions. However the photo-elicitation interviews have not been used in order to get the narra-
tives of the professional producers of the visual.

The author presents her own experience of using of the method in the research of production of
news images and shows its advantages and difficulties. The research was focused on the production
process in the practice of employee of the photo department of major wire services. The ethnographic
observation of the work of the photo departments showed that the photography should not be consid-
ered as something that appears at the end of the «production chain». Rather it should be noted that
photography is present in all everyday practices of photojournalists. The traditional interviews al-
lowed grasping the principles that guide the news images production in wire services. However, the
informants had difficulties in giving examples and demonstrating how those principles are applied or
missed in their professional practices. Thus, the photo-elicitation method was used so that the infor-
mant could have their own news photographs to rely on while sharing their experience. Moreover, the
questions concerning concrete visual decisions were easier to ask having actual examples before the
eyes. The photo-elicitation interviews made possible to study the practices of deviance from the visual
format of wire services, to get the narratives on professional practices beyond self-representations of
professionals, to contextualize the decision-making process concerning visual and to see the backstage
of profession. The method proved to be fruitful for studies of professional production of the visual as
well as for the studies of professional practices and the principles of visualization.
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