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PERSONAL DIGITAL ARCHIVES: MAIN TRENDS AND
PROSPECTS OF RESEARCH

Zh.A. Rozhneva

National Research Tomsk State University, Tomsk, Russia

Using modern information and communication technologies, many people
accumulate a variety of digital materials related to their lives. A human’s aspira-
tion to retain all the materials or a part of them leads to the emergence of personal
digital archives which have potential value both in an individual and in a broader
socio-cultural context. The article provides an overview of the main trends and
prospects of the development of a new scientific field – personal digital archives,
devoted to the study of various aspects of formation, use and long-term preserva-
tion of the personal digital archives.

The study of personal digital archives has a pronounced interdisciplinary
character and is conducted in a wide problem field at the intersection of informa-
tion, social sciences and humanities.
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First of all, the given problem is considered in the context of the daily prac-
tices of personal information management (personal information management -
PIM). This research area studies the personal strategies and tools of preservation
of the digital material, discloses the content and consequences of the main prob-
lems that are inherent in personal digital archiving; possible solutions are sug-
gested.

The specificity of accumulation and long-term preservation of digital per-
sonal documents, personal archiving features in the new media, as well as the
role of personal digital archives in human life are studied in the field of archival
researches.

The problems of personal digital archives are considered in studies of mem-
ory too. In particular, new media as the main storage tools and key incentives of
memorial practices, the sensitivity of interactive information systems to the factor
of human mortality are researched.

In addition to the main areas of study of personal digital archives, the article
discusses the prospects of development of this area. The following issues can be
emphasized: continuation of accumulation of empirical material about everyday
practices of people of the creation, the sharing and the storage of personal
documents on various devices and in network space; study of the features of
digital personal documents; study of the moving processes of personal archives
from the private into the public sphere.

Broad and comprehensive studies will help to get an adequate understanding
of the value of the emerging personal digital archives, of the opportunities and
challenges of their long-term preservation and of the strategies requested by the
society to ensure their safety as a part of our historical and cultural heritage.

Key words: digital documents, digital heritage, personal archives, long-term
preservation.
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