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A.H. Kamvxuna

POJIb COLIUAJIBHBIX METAA B IIOJIUTHYECKOM )KU3HU
COBPEMEHHOM BEJINKOBPUTAHUA

PaccmartpuBaeTcs BIUSHIE TAKOTO SBICHUS, KaK COI[HAIBHBIC MEHa, Ha MIOIUTHIECKYI0 chepy xu3Hu BemmkoOpurtanuu. [Tomumo
TOT0, 4TO aBTOP IIOAPOOHO pacCMaTPUBAET MOHSATHE COLHAIBHEIX MEANA, UX KIACCH(MHKANUIO, BIMSIHAE HA IICHXOJIOTHIO YeIOBeKa,
ocoboe BHUMAaHHUE yJENsIeTcs POIH SBICHHS B HMOJUTHYSCKHX COOBITUSAX BennkoOpHTaHMM Ha IpHMepe YIMYHBIX HOTPOMOB B
2011 r. IIpuBoaMTCS aHAIN3 PEAKIMK Ha YKa3aHHBIC COOBITUS IPABUTEIILCTBA CTPAHBL.

KuaoueBble cioBa: BemukoOpurtanus; IHTepHET; HOIUTHYECKHE HHCTHTYTHL; CONUAIbHBIE MEIUA; dJICKTOpaIbHbIe IPOIIECCH; BBI-

OOpBI.

B cBsi3u ¢ mpoBeeHUEM Pa3IMYHBIX MTPOTECTHBIX aK-
U B MHUpPE B TTOCIICAHEE BPEMs BCE YaIle TOBOPSAT O BITU-
SIHUU COITMANIFHBIX MEHa Ha TOJIUTHICCKYIO )KU3Hb. Poib
1 HYHKIUA Meara HeoOpaTUMO MEHSIOTCS, & TEXHOJIOTHU
KOMMYHUKAIIMA Pa3BUBAIOTCS MOTPSICAIONIIMHE TEMITAMHU.
Ha cmeny «opamxkeBoi», «0apXaTHOW» U MPOYUM IBET-
HBIM DPEBOJIOIUSAMY TIPUXOIAT PEBOIIONHUH bBImKHET0
Boctoka, opraHW30BaHHBIC C ITOMOIIBIO COIHMAIBHBIX
menna, Takux kak Twitter u Facebook. IToka B Poccuu
M3MEPSIOT BIUSHUC IICHBI He(TH Ha YKOHOMUKY, B EBpo-
Ie TBITAIOTCS WM3MEPHUTHh BIUSHAC HA JKOHOMHYCCKHU
pOCT commanbHbIX cerell. COTHH THICSY JIFOJICH 1O BCeMy
MUpPY HaXOIAT pabOTy CBOCH MEUTHI Yepe3 CONUATBHBIC
CeTH, a MOoYy-ON3HEC OTKPHIBACT TS CeOsT HOBBIX «3BE3[»
¢ nomomipo YouTube.

Eme B 2009 r. B Coenunennsix llltatax Amepuku
CICIHATHCTHL B Chepe CPEICTB MACCOBOA KOMMYHUKAIHA
MIpeJCKa3bIBAIU, YTO KOTMA-HUOYIh COIHAIBHBIC MEAHa
MTOJTHOCTBIO 3aMEHAT aMEpPUKAHIIaM TEJICBUICHUE KaK OC-
HOBHOW HCTOYHMK HOBOCTeW. Maiik DnraH, >KypHaJIuCT,
MMUIITYIUA Ha TEMY TEXHOIIOTHH, OBIBITNIA PENAKTOp KYp-
Hana Windows, ckazai B 2009 T., 9TO TaKOif MOMEHT yXKe
Hactynwi. OH IPUBEN B IIPUMEpP HAITYMEBIIYIO UCTOPHUIO
0 BBIHYXKICHHOW ITOCaJIKe aMEPUKAaHCKOIO0 CaMoJieTa Ha
peke I'yazon 15 suBaps 2009 r. [1], korma uHbOOpMAIHS
pacmpocTpaHsiiack Mo Twitter W APYrUM  COIMATHHBIM
Mera HAaMHOTO OBICTpEE, YeM IT0 TEICBUICHHIO.

CoumanbHbple ceTH, BIiepBbie mosBuBIIKMCH B 2003 1., ¢
KOKIBIM TOIOM CTaHOBWINCH BCE IOMyIsIpHEE. brn
Tancep, T71aBa moapasaeieHus Mo TII00ATBHBIM HUCCIIEIO0-
BaHUSAM Benyllel MupoBoi kommanmu Experian Hitwise
u aprop kHmru «Click: What Millions of People are
Doing Online and Why It Matters» («Uto memaror mMmui-
JIUOHBI MTOJI30BaTeNNeH B IHTEpHETE U MOYEMY 3TO HMEET
3HAYCHHUEY ), €IIC HECKOJBKO JICT Ha3a [ 3asBHJI, YTO COIIH-
aJbHBIC MEIHMa YK€ 3aHHUMAIOT MEPBOEC MECTO IO IOITY-
nspHOCTH B MHTEpHETE, OnepeainB Make TOpHOTpadmye-
ckue caiTel [2]. KommyecTBO monb3oBaTenel COIMAIIb-
HBIX MEIHMa PACTeT B T'€OMETPUYCCKOH MPOTrpPEecCHH, HO
BIUSHHAC JAHHOTO (PeHOMCHA Ha OOIIECTBO eIle HEe TOJ-
HOCTBIO M3yYEHO, YTO MO3BOJISIET TOBOPUTH 00 aKTyajlhb-
HOCTH JTATBHEHIITNX UCCIICIOBAHUI 3TOTO SBIICHUS.

[oHsATHE «COIMAaTBHBIC MEAWA» MOSBHUIOCH CPaBHH-
TENBHO HEIaBHO B CBSI3M C TOSBJICHUEM Ps/ia HOBBIX TEX-
nonoruii (RSS, 6moru u 1.4.) ¥ MHTEpHET-PECYpPCOB (OH-
JAHOBBIC COIMANIBHBIC CETH, BUICOXOCTUHTH W T.I.).
Xots mpomecc (GOPMHUPOBAHUS COIMATBHBIX —MeIua

Hayvasucs eme B cepeauHe 1990-x IT. m 03HaMeHOBaiCA
TIOSIBJICHUEM IIEPBBIX OJIOrOB, COLMATILHBIE CETH B CBOEM
COBPEMEHHOM BHJE CYIIECTBYIOT CPaBHUTEIBHO HEIaB-
HO — ¢ 2003 T., Kor[a OBLTA 3amyIlleHa OHIAWHOBAS COIH-
anbHasa cetb MySpace. Ha naHHBIII MOMEHT CaMbIMU I10-
IyJISPHBIMHU, 110 MHEHHMIO aBTOpPA, COLMAJIBHBIMH MEIHa
SIBIIIIOTCS:  coluainbHas cetb Facebook, cepBuc muk-
pobmoroB Twitter, cepBuc Buaeoxocturra YouTube u
¢doroxocrunra Flickr.

HecmoTpst Ha TO YTO Ha COBPEMEHHOM 3Tare CBOETO
pa3BUTHS COLMAJIbHBIC MEIa 3aHUMAIOT B KHU3HU JIOJEH
Bce OoJblIee MecTo, B HACTOSIIEE BpeMs MTOHITHE «COLH-
aJbHBIC ME/IMa» HAyYHO HE OINPE/eNIeHO, MMEET XOXKIe-
HHE B CpeJie HHTEPHET-IIPOPECCHOHATIOB U BCTPEYAETCs B
On3Hec-IUTepaType Mo JaHHOW TeMaThuKe. MOXKHO Bbljie-
JUTH J1Ba HauOolee YacTo BCTPEYAIOIIMXCS MOAXO0Ja K
MIOHSTHIO «COLMAIBHBIE MEAna»: KaK K TEXHOJOTHSM U
KakK K pa3sHOBHJHOCTH HHTEPHET-CaiiToB. B neiicTBuTess-
HOCTH TEXHOJOTMH TECHO IEpeIuIeTeHbl C (yHKIMOHH-
PYIOIIMMH C WX IIOMOIIBIO BHUPTYaJbHBIMH IIPOCTPaH-
cTBaMu. B pamkax maHHOW paOOTBHI MOJ COLMAIBHBIMU
Me/nua IOHMMAeTCsl KaTeropusi BeO-caiToB, IpenoCTaB-
JISIOIIMX BO3MOXKHOCTH ITyOJIMKAlMK, oOMeHa M 00CyX-
JIeHUsI KOHTEHTA IIMPOKHM KpYyrom Iosb3oBaTeineld. Oc-
HOBHast 0COOCHHOCTb COLMAJIBHBIX MEIHa COCTOHUT B TOM,
YTO KOHTEHT CO3/aeTCsl CaMHUMHM IIOJIb30BATENSIMH, U3
Yero cieayer, 4TO BPEMEHHOH MTPOMEXYTOK MEXIy Hpo-
W3BOJCTBOM M ITyONMKalMed MaTepuaia HCUHCIAETCS
CeKyH/IaMH, B OTJIMYHE OT TPaJUIMOHHBIX Meana (paauo,
TEJICBUICHUE, T'a3€ThI).

ConmanbHble Meya CIIOCOOHBI COOMPaTh ayIAUTOPHIO,
COIOCTaBUMYIO TI0 YMCIICHHOCTH C ayJUTOPUEH Tpaaui-
OHHBIX Menua. Tak, ayauTopus JecsiTH Hauboiee MOIy-
JISIPHBIX aKKayHTOB cepBHca MUKpoOioroB Twitter Ha Maii
2013 1. cocraBisuia B COBOKYIHOCTH Oosree 290 MIIH «Ho-
CcIIe/IoBaTEeNEi», PErYSIPHO CIEAAIMX 32 OOHOBJICHHMSMHU
cBoux KymMupos [3], a cormaneHas ceth Facebook Ha mMapT
2013 r. nacuuTsBana 1,11 MiIp aKTUBHBIX MOJB30BATENEH
10 BCEMY MHUPY exXeMecsiaHo [4].

Hecmortpst Ha psn oOmux 4epr, cpeicTBa WHTEpHET-
KOMMYHHUKaIWH, BXOMSIIME B KAaTETOPUIO COLMAIIBHBIX
Me/ina, MOTYT 3HAYUTEIIFHO PAa3IUYaThCs M0 QYHKIMAM U
BO3MO)KHOCTSIM, KOTOpPBI€ OHHM [JAar0T IOJIb30BATEISIM, a
TaKKe MIPUHIOUIIAM W HOpMaM, ACHCTBYIOIINM Ha «TeppH-
TOPUM» KaXKJOT0 KOHKpETHOro caiira. ConuasibHble Me-
Jtia MOT'YT OBITH pa3JielIeHbI 110 CTENICHN aHOHUMHOCTH Ha
JIBE KaTETOPHH: CalTbI, HE TPEOYIONIHE PACKPHITUS CBOMX

109



TIEPCOHATIBHBIX JTAHHBIX, U CEPBHCHI, I/I¢ TOJIH30BATEIIO
TaK WM MHAYE MPHUAETCS OTKPBHITH CBOIO JINYHOCTD, TaK
KaK CMBICT HCIIOJIb30BAaHHUS TAaKOrO THIIA COLMAJIBHBIX
Me/iMa COCTONT UMEHHO B BO300HOBJICHHH U TOJUIEpXKa-
HUM COLMAIBHBIX CBSI3€H, NMPHOOPETEHHBIX B peajbHOMN
xm3HN (Hanpumep, Facebook). Takxe coruaibHble Me-
JIMa MOKHO YCJIOBHO Pa3/IeNIUTh IO WX Ha3zHaueHuto. He-
KOTOpBIE CAalTBHl CO3JMaHbl Al MHIUBHAYAJIHHOTO CaMO-
BbIpakeHns (010TH), B TO BpeMs KaK JAPYrue OCHOBAHBI
Ha KOJUIEKTUBHOM COTPYAHHYECTBE MHOXECTBA ITOJIH30-
Batenelr (Wikipedia). [pyras kinaccudukanms ocHOBaHA
Ha TOM, YTO YacTh COIMAIBHBIX MEIUa CIy)KHT JUII Xpa-
HeHus u pa3mentenust konrenra (Flickr), B To Bpems xax
Jpyrasi 4acTb — MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI I10-
JIEUTECST UM ¢ JIpyruMu rmombs3oBatensivu  (Facebook,
Twitter). Ho sTta ximaccupuxanms sBisieTcss HE caMoi
yIa4HOM, TaKk Kak HEKOTOpbIE COLMANbHBIC MEana
(YouTube) Moryt BHoOMHE YCIEIIHO BBIONHSITH OJHO-
BPEMEHHO 00¢ (pyHKITUH.

Kpyr siBneHuii, oXBaTHIBAEGMBIN MOHITHEM «COIHAJb-
HBIE MENay, MEePeceKaeTcs C PsIOM APYTruX HOHATHH. B
YaCTHOCTH, «COLMAIIbHBIE Mena» He SIBISIOTCS CHHOHH-
MOM TIOHSTHUSI «HOBBIE Mequa». TepMUH «HOBBIE MEANa
TIOSIBUJICSL TSI OIIMCAHUSI CPEJCTB MacCOBOW KOMMYHHKa-
LIMH, BO3HUKIIUX IO/ BIMSHHEM paclpOoCTpaHeHus Iu-
POBBIX KOMIBIOTEPHBIX TexHonorui B 1980-e rr. OHy, B
YaCTHOCTH, BKJIIOYAIOT B ce0s1 MIHTepHET, KOMIIBIOTEPHBIE
UTPBI, CIYTHUKOBOE TeneBHieHue. Hapsay ¢ tepMuHOM
«coUualbHbIE MEqa» 3a4acTyi0 HCIONb3YETCsl TEPMHH
«Beb 2.0», mox KOTOPBIM aBTOp IMOHHUMAET «COBOKYII-
HOCTb SKOHOMHYECKHX, COLUAIBHBIX U TEXHOJIOTUIECKUX
TEHJCHIUH, 107 OOIIMM AEHCTBHEM KOTOPBIX (OpMHUpY-
ercst 6aza IS ciieyromiero mokoneHus Murepuera — 6o-
Jiee 3pesioil 1 000COOIEHHOM Cpesibl, XapaKTepU3yIOIIeH-
Csl y4acTHEM II0JIb30BaTelNIeH, OTKPHITOCTHIO M CETEBBIMU
s dexramm» [5].

Bce Oomnbie mrozeit pa3Horo Bo3pacra ImpeaiiounuTaioT
00IIATbCSl B CONMANIBHBIX CETSX, 3TO CTAHOBHUTCS OJHUM
W3 caMBbIX TOMYJISpHBIX 3aHATHI B MHTepHere. Ecim He
37I0yNOTPEOISTH UCTIONB30BAHUEM COIMAIBHBIX CETEeH, TO
OHHM OKa3bIBAIOT B OCHOBHOM ITOJIOKHUTEIBHOE BIMSHHE.
MOXXHO BOCCTaHOBUTH CBSI3b C JIaBHO ITOTEPSHHBIMHU
JIIOIBMH, TIOCMOTpETh (oTorpaduu W BUAEO ApY3el u
MIOACTINTHCS CBOUMH, MOOOIIATHCS B PEXHMME PEaTbHOTO
BPEMEHH C TEMH, KTO JaJIeKO, MJIM TO3HAKOMUTHCS C KeM-
TO W3 JIO0OH CTpaHbl. DTO pacmmpsieT Kpyr OOILIeHUs,
JieflaeT ero Oosee JOCTYHNHBIM. B ceTH uermoBeK MOXET
MIOBBICUTH CAMOOIICHKY, HaWTH Jpy3ed 10 WHTepecam U
€IMHOMBIIIUICHHUKOB, TIOICJIUTHCSI CBOMM OIBITOM H T.[I.

B TO e BpeMs yacToe IMOJIB30BAHHE COILHMAIBHBIMHU
Me/ia OKa3bIBaeT HEraTUBHOE BIIMSHUE HA YEIOBEYECKHE
BO3MO)KHOCTH TO3HAHMSI U YCBOEHMS MH(OpMAIWH, CIIO-
COOHOCTH K MHOT03aIa4uHOCTH ¥ (hoKycupoBke. OMHUM U3
TJIaBHBIX CHMIITOMOB, HPOSBIIAIONINXCS TPAKTUYECKH Y
Bcex Tmomb3oBateneid MHrepHera, sBiserca AeduIMT
BHUMaHUs. KpoMe n3MeHeHni B CO3HAHMH M NIOBE/ICHHH,
COLIMAJIbHBIE CETH BBI3BIBAIOT NPHUBBIKAHUE M HAa OHMOXH-
MUYECKOM YpPOBHE. AHIIMICKUI y4eHBbIN, MHCATEIBHULIA,
wieH [lanatel nopaos u npodeccop Okcdopackoro yHu-
BepcureTa Oaponecca ChiozeH ['puHMIN cunTaer, 4To
OJIHA U3 TJIaBHBIX OMACHOCTEH — CHI)KEHHE dSMIaTuH [6].
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Bmecre ¢ TeMm companbHble Mena Y)Ke JaBHO IPHOO-
pelln MacCOBBIN XapakTep, a UX ayAUTOPHs MPOJOIKAET
pactu. B mae 2012 r. cepBuc mmkpobioroB Twitter
HacuuTbiBan 10 MIIH akTHBHBIX NOJb30BaTeneil n3 Bemu-
koOputanun u3 140 MiH 4yenmoBek 1Mo Bcemy Mupy [7].
Pe3yspTaThl Te0OKAIOHHOrO aHAIN3a KOMIIAHUH Semi-
ocast nmoareepxkaawT, 4yro CoeaunenHoe KoponeBcTBo B
mae 2012 r. HaxoaAuIoCh Ha 4-M MECT€ B MHUPE I10 YUCITY
nonb3oBareneit Twitter [8]. Kpome toro, 27 muH Opuran-
LIEB, YTO COCTABIISIET Oojee ABYX TpeTeil Bcex MOJIb30Ba-
teneil MHTepHeTa BenmukoOpuTaHuy, akTHBHO ITOJIB3YIOT
Facebook kaxxprii Mecsr [9].

Ecnu roBoputh 0 TOM, KaK OTPa3WiIOCh UCIONb30Ba-
HHUE COIMAJbHBIX MeAna Ha OOIIEeCTBEHHOH *W3HU B Be-
JMKOOPUTAHNH, TO CTOUT OTMETHTB, YTO 3TOT (peHOMEH 32
MOCTEIHUE HECKOIBKO JIET, HECOMHEHHO, CYLIECTBEHHO
W3MEHWI XKU3Hb OpPHUTAHIIEB.

Bonnenust HapomHbelx Macc B BenukoOpuranun B
2011 r. mpoeMOHCTPUPOBAIIN HAPACTAIOLLYIO POJIb COLH-
aJbHBIX MeIua B COBPEMEHHOW >kM3HU. CoLUalIbHBIE Me-
Jua U CEPBUCHI MPENOCTABIIAIOT JIOASIM YHHKAJIBHYIO
BO3MOXKHOCTH ITOYTH MOMEHTAJIFHOIO MH(OPMHUPOBAHUS
OONBIION AyTUTOPUM, TEM CaMbIM SBIISSICH OXHUMH W3
caMbIX 3()(EeKTUBHBIX CPEICTB KOMMYHHKALMH ATl pas-
HOro poza mpoTecTHbIX akuui. Hampumep, B JlonnoHe B
aprycte 2011 r. ans opraHu3anuy MOTPOMOB HCHOIB30-
BaJINCh TaKUE COLMAIbHBIC Meana, kak Twitter, Facebook,
a Taoke npunoxenne BlackBerry Messenger cmaptdona
BlackBerry. 3naunmasi poib COIMaIBHBIX MEAWA B II0-
rpomax Obuta npusHaHa u IIpaButensctBoM BennkoOpu-
TaHUM, B YACTHOCTHU, IpeMbep-MUHUCTpP cTpaHsl [1. Kame-
pOH BeICTYHHUN ¢ peubto k IlapmameHnty, B KOTOpoH 3a-
SIBUJI, 4TO BCIeAcTBHE morpoMoB IlpaBurenscrso Bemu-
KOOpUTAaHUH PACCMOTPHT BOIPOC O 3alpeTe Ha UCIIOJIb30-
BaHHE COLMAIBHBIX MeINa, TaK KaK Ha JAHHBIH MOMEHT
OHU SBIISIIOTCSI TTIaBHBIMHU MHCTPYMEHTaMU PACIpOCTpa-
HEHHUsS KPUMUHAJIBHONM aKTUBHOCTU CpEOU HaCEIeHHUs
[10]. 16 aBrycra 2011 r. B BenukoOpuranuu ObLTH BEIHE-
CEHbI MEPBbIE MPUTOBOPHI 3a MOACTPEKATENBCTBO K IIO-
rpomMaM B couuanbHbIX ceTsax. Cyn ropoma Yecrep mpu-
TOBOPMJI K HYETHIpEM TOfaM JIMIICHUS  CBOOOIBI
21-nernero [xoppana bikmoy u 22-nernero Ileppu
Carxmmgda-KnHana 3a Ipu3BIBEI K MapoJiepcTBy U Oec-
MOpsIIKAM C YKa3aHUEM TOYHOIO BPEMEHH M MECTa, pac-
npoctpansembie B Facebook [11]. OHu cramm mepBbIMU
MOJIOBIMH JIFOJIBMH, KOTOPBIM 32 BCE BpeMs Oecriopsi-
KOB, INPOMCXOIMBIINX B OPHUTAHCKUX TOpPOJAX, BBHIHECEH
MIPUTOBOP HE 3a HENOCPECTBEHHOE ydacTHe B rpadexkax
U TIOTPOMaXx, a 3a MPU3BIBBI K UX OpraHu3anuu [12].

Oco3HaB ponb COUUANBHBIX MEANA B TOTPOMax B aB-
rycre 2011 r., IIpaButenscTBO BennkoOpuTaHuy MOIIBI-
TajgoCh BBECTH OHJIANH-LIEH3Yypy M BHECTU 3aKOHOIPO-
€KT, PACIIUPSAIOIINI TOTHOMOYUS MPAaBOOXPAHUTEIBHBIX
OpraHOB IO KOHTPOJIIO 3a ACHCTBUAMHM rpaxnaH B MH-
TEpHETe, B YAaCTHOCTU IIOJIHOMOYHUS B cdepe MOHHTO-
pHHTa BJIEKTPOHHOH ITOYTHI W AKKayHTOB COIMAIbHBIX
Menna [13]. /laHHas WHWIMATHBA BBI3BANA IMTHPOKHA
pe3oHaHC u ObLIa XOJIOJHO BCTpEUYCHA HaceleHneM. Takx,
B anpeine 2012 r. rpynmna xakepoB Anonymous Ipou3Be-
Jla B3JOM psfa NPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX caiToB Benuko-
opuranuu [14]. Ilpeanonaranock, 4TO JaHHBIH 3aKOHO-



MPOEKT OyJeT MPEACTaBICH BO BPEMsS IOCIAHHUS KOPO-
neBbl mapiramenty 9 mas 2012 r. [13]. Oxnako peus Ko-
pOJIEBBI HE 3aTPOHYJIAa HU coUUajibHble Menua, Hu WH-
TepHeT B menoM [15].

B cuny cBoero ayanucThdyeckoro xapakrepa JaHHOE
SIBJICHUE NIPUHOCUT KapAWHAIbHBIE U3MEHEHUS B MOJIUTH-
YeCKyI0 JKH3Hb 00IIecTBa. Bo3pacraeT BOZMOXKXHOCTE 00-
pa3oBaHUA W MOOWIU3AIMHA HOBBIX COITMANBHBIX CYOBEK-
TOB, U3MEHSETCS OTHOILIEHUE MOJIUTUKOB C HACEJIEHUEM U
pOJIb HAceJIeHUs! B NPUHATUU HOJUTHYECKUX PELICHHM.
Hapsiny ¢ aTum ects U apyrast CTOpoHa: B pykKax MpaBU-

TENBCTBA IOSBISCTCS HOBBIM HWHCTPYMEHT [UIS TPOJIBU-
JKCHUSI CBOUX WHTEPECOB, BIUSIHUS Ha HACCIICHHUE, a TaK-
’Ke o0ecreueHusl HallMOHAIBHOH Oe3omacHocTh. CIOXKHO
OTIPENICNIUTh TPaHb MEXIY ITOJOKUTCIHFHBIM U HETaTHB-
HBIM BJIMSHHEM COLMAJIBHBIX MeIWa Ha ITOJIMTHYECKUE
MIPOIIECCHI, OJHAKO HENB3sl HE MPU3HABATh, YTO 3TA TCH-
JeHnust HabupaeT oOOpOTHI, a OOIIECTBO M BIIPENb, IIO-
JMOOHO ETUNTSHAM W aHTJIMYaHaM, OyAeT HCIIOIb30BaTh
Facebook mms mnanmpoBanmst, Twitter — st KoopauHa-
uu aerictBuii U Y ouTube — i Toro, 4ToObI pacckas3arb
0 CBOHX yCIIEXaX BCEMY MHPY.
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The article discusses the influence of the phenomenon of social media on the political sphere of the life of the United Kingdom.
The author dwells on the history and development of social media and social networks in particular, determines the place of the re-
searched phenomenon in modern life. The article also reflects an attempt to delineate the range of phenomena covered by the term
"social media". If to study the role of social media in political life, an important aspect is that they cover a significant part of the pop-
ulation. However, the author notes that the use of social media can affect a person both positively (expanding circle of friends, restor-
ing ties with friends, optimization of the virtual space for spreading information) and negatively (lack of attention, poor concentra-
tion). In addition, the author examines in detail the concept of social media, their classification, the impact on human psychology,
focusing on the role of the phenomenon in the political events of the United Kingdom as an example of street riots in 2011. In partic-
ular, in the article the effectiveness of social media in organizing riots is assessed; their big role in these events is emphasized. Also
there is an analysis of the reactions of the United Kingdom government to these events: the importance of the role of social networks
in the socio-political life of the country proved controversial government attempts to limit or even prohibit their use. It is also im-
portant that the result of the events became a precedent which initiated online censorship: two young men were convicted and sen-
tenced to imprisonment for incitement to looting and unrest, indicating the exact time and place, shared on Facebook. In conclusion,
the author emphasizes the ambiguity of this phenomenon and the fact that it brings dramatic changes to the political life of society:
the possibility of generating new social subjects increases, the attitude of politicians with the population and the role of the popula-
tion in political decision-making are changing. At the same time there is another side: the government has a new tool to promote its
interests, to influence the population as well as national security. Thus the thesis that social media, giving people an opportunity to
interact more quickly with each other, are gaining a greater influence on social and political life along with the mass media is reflect-
ed in the article.
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