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Abstract. The article is devoted to the lexical representation analysis of one
of the social value connotations of “masculinity / femininity” cultural dimen-
sion — “ego boosting / ego effacing” in Russian and in English. The analysis
contains several aspects: the number of elements in the synonymic row of key
words, representing these connotations, specificity of denotative and evalua-
tive aspects of semantics, frequency of these key words in speech actualiza-
tion. The theoretical bases of the research are G. Hofstede’s anthropological
theory and A. Wierzbicka’s linguacultural theory.
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Cultural specificity lexical representation study is found in the centre
of many modern language and culture studies based on various methods and
approaches. Current study is attempting to analyze lexical representation of
the social value orientation of “masculinity / femininity” cultural dimension
formulated by his author G. Hofstede as “ego boosting / ego effacing”. The
analysis is based on the G. Hofstede’s anthropological cultural dimensions
theory and A. Wierzbicka’s linguacultural key words theory (argumentation
of these two theories interrelationship is given in [1]).

The key term of G. Hofstede’s cross-cultural research is cultural di-
mensions — “the values that distinguished countries (rather than individuals)
from each other” [2: 11]. He defined six such dimensions including “mascu-
linity / femininity” opposing values that are traditionally thought of as mas-
culine to those ones which are thought of as feminine [3]. Following anthro-
pological research traditions, hidden culture value orientations were formu-
lated by G. Hofstede on the bases of the peculiar social behavior analysis
revealed by various cultures representatives. Our hypothesis is that the re-
sults of these values lexical representation analysis should correlate with
those of the behavior peculiarities analysis held by G. Hofstede.

G. Hofstede formulated his “masculinity / femininity” dimension on
the bases of 70 hidden value orientations [2: 298, 299, 306, 312]. The pre-
sent article demonstrates the ways of lexical representation of one value ori-
entation “ego boosting / ego effacing” in comparison of two linguacultures —
Russian and English. At this stage we investigate lexical representation as-
pect that allows us to bring into correlation G. Hofstede’s research results
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with the results of A. Wierzbicka’s concept cultural elaboration study re-
sults. This scholar’s interests are in specific national concepts revelation
based on the analysis of their linguistic means of representation, lexical, de-
rivative and syntactical ones. One of the central terms in A. Wierzbicka’s
works are key words — “the words which are particularly important and re-
vealing in a given culture” [4: 15, 16].

We suggest that her methodology with some additional stages can be
used for revealing lexical representation of masculine and feminine values
formulated by G. Hofstede.

Further some variants of one value lexical representation, “ego boost-
ing / ego effacing”, are to be considered [2: 299, 306].

Understanding (perceiving) one’s own role in a particular action is
closely connected with another “masculinity / femininity value” — “ego-
/relationship orientation” [5] — and non-agentivity (the feeling that human
beings are not in control of their lives and that their control over events is
limited [6: 395]) analyzed by A. Wierzbicka. She claims that Russian culture
is non-agentive and English is agentive. This feature is represented in the
language syntax and these differences between Russian and English in this
case in our view can serve as one of the language evidence that Russian cul-
ture representatives are closer to ego-effacing and English ones — to ego-
boosting.

A. Wierzbicka made a conclusion about this issue on the bases of
nominative- and dative-like constructions dominating in the language. This
article deals with key values representation on the bases of lexical semantics.
As the examples of notions representing “ego boosting / ego effacing” value
the following lexical units are analyzed: cooperation / collaboration (co-
mpyounuuecmeo), solidarity (corudapnocms), modesty (ckpommocms) repre-
senting feminine values, and persistence / perseverance (nacmouuugocms)
representing masculine ones.

To analyze the peculiarities of these words functioning in the lan-
guages we hold a multiaspect analysis: 1) number of synonyms of these
words, 2) peculiar features of the denotative and 3) evaluative aspects of the-
se elements in semantics and stylistic marking, 4) frequency of the key
words in speech.

Resources used for the research are the following dictionaries: Rus-
sian defining dictionary [7], Russian and English synonyms dictionaries [8],
[9-12], English thesaurus [13], frequency dictionaries [14, 15] and online
dictionaries [16, 17].

We will consider all of the suggested words representing the value
orientation in Russian and English one by one.

L. Cooperation / collaboration.

In English there are two and in Russian only one word that realizes
this meaning.
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1. The number of elements in the key word synonymic row shows that
in English this notion is more elaborated.

In Russian compyonuuecmeo enters 13 synonyms row with a domi-
nant word nomoww (help) [10: 445]. In English there are 36 synonyms of
cooperation [13: 174] and 20 of collaboration [Ibid: 144].

2. Semantic peculiarities of the word and its synonyms.

In Russian compyonuuecmeso has two meanings: “1. Help, participa-
tion in some kind of action, business. 2. Joined actions” [7. V. 14: 408].

Meaning of English cooperation is an act or a process of joined work
to achieve one result [16], collaboration is “1. an act of work with somebody
to produce something, 2. treacherous cooperation with an enemy” [16].

We suggest that the main difference in semantics of the lexemes co-
mpyouuuecmso, cooperation and collaboration is in the distribution of par-
ticipants’ roles. Russian seme /elp implies unequal distribution of responsi-
bilities. In the English words the seme partnership is the most significant —
participants’ duties and a reward for the results are distributed equally.

Though the seme /elp exists in the semantics of the synonymic row
elements of English cooperation and collaboration, as well. There are two
subgroups in the synonymic row of cooperate. The first one has partnership
as a common seme: collaborate (28 synonyms), the second — the seme be of
assistance: help (23 synonyms) [13: 173]. The same correlation can be ob-
served in the collaborate synonymic row: 1. cooperate (21 synonyms),
2. fraternize (7 synonyms) [Ibid: 144].

Cooperation synonymic row includes 14 polysemic elements repre-
senting both types of the values — feminine and masculine ones. These words
imply voluntary joined actions based on trust, mutual aid, goodwill, collabo-
ration and concurrence, strength domination and importance of wealth (for
example, coactions, help, concurrence).

Compyonuuecmso enters a synonymic row built of the following ele-
ments: noMOwb, BCROMOJICEHUe, 8CHOMOUECB08AHUE, NOOOEPIHCKA, NOOMO-
2a, noocnopve, nocobue, B0cnocodbiieHue, NOCOOHUYECMB0, cooelicmaie,
noavsa, cyocuous [10: 445]. The word nomoww (help) is the dominant ele-
ment of the row and the common seme for all of the words mentioned above.

3. Evaluative aspect of these elements semantics and stylistic mark-
ing. In the process of the third aspect analysis disapproving evaluation of the
collaboration second meaning has been revealed — treacherous cooperation
with an enemy [13: 174].

Compyonuuecmeo has no negative evaluation but there is a word with
such a feature in its synonymic row — nocobruuecmso (Synonyms are co-
obwnuuecmeo and coyuacmue) that enter the denonative-ideographic group
“a person / people in their relation to crime” [11: 170].

4. Frequency analysis of the words mentioned above was held using
frequency dictionaries built on the basis of national languages corpora. The
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numbers are remarkable: collaboration — 14 ipm (items per million), coop-
eration — 12 ipm, and compyonuuecmso — 70.6 ipm. So, despite the fact that
cultural elaboration of Russian word is smaller (the length of the synonymic
row), it is being used more often in speech.

So, the quantitative analysis showed that the English words covered
are characterized by bigger cultural elaboration of synonymic rows, the Rus-
sian word — by higher frequency of usage; the qualitative analysis showed a
discrepancy between the key semes of the words covered (partnership — co-
operation and collaboration, help — compyonuyecmeo).

IL. Solidarity.

1. The number of elements in the synonymic row of solidarity is bigger
than of coruoaprocms: 12 versus 3 elements [13: 888].

2. Peculiar features of the word and its synonyms semantics.

In Russian coruoaprocms has a meaning “active sympathy to some-
body’s actions or opinion; common interests, unanimity” [7. V. 14: 212]. In
English solidarity is “a unity or accord of feelings or actions, especially
among people with mutual interests, mutual support within a group” [16].
That means that all of the meaning components in the words repeat except
for the seme mutual support of the English word.

3. Evaluative aspects analysis.

Conuodapnocms synonymic row includes couyscmeue, cocmpaoanue,
yuacmue [8: 331]. Solidarity synonyms are unanimity, unity, like-
mindedness, agreement, accord, harmony, consensus, concord, concurrence,
cooperation, cohesion, camaradie [13: 888]. So the Russian synonymic row
claims unity of feelings as the most significant issue, the English one — ra-
tional unity of opinions and unity of actions.

4. Frequency analysis of the words in speech showed that the Russian
word appear in speech less often than the English one (corudaprocme —
8,6 ipm, solidarity — 11 ipm) [14, 15]. Possibly, it happens due to the fact
that the last word has a rich number of semes.

As far as the analysis revealed the notion solidarity is more elaborated
in English with the semes unity of opinion and unity of actions as the main
ones, while in the coruoapnocms synonymic row unity of feelings is more
significant.

1I1. Modesty.

1. The number of elements in the synonymic row of the key word
shows that its cultural elaboration in Russian and English is almost equal:
ckpomuocmyp has 11 synonyms [8: 919-922; 11: 88], modesty — 10 [13: 640].

2. Peculiar features of the word and its synonyms semantics.

Ckpomnocms in Russian is “a trait of a modest (ckpomHBIiT) person”,
ckpomublli — “one who is not in the habit of highlighting one’s own merits,
boasting of one’s own merits; lacking vanity and arrogance” [7. V. 13: 1067,
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1068]. Modesty is “a trait or a state of a person not pretending for the evalua-
tion of his abilities” [16]. So these meanings can be viewed as similar.

Russian cxkpomnocms has the following synonyms: coepoicannocmo,
KOPPEKMHOCb, NOYMUMENbHOCMb, CKOBAHHOCHb, YONOPHOCMb, YepPeMOH-
Hocme (6 synonyms) [8: 919-922], 6beszvickycHocmsb, becxumpocmHocme,
HenpumsazameibHOCmy, Henpuxomausocms, npocmoma (5 synonyms) [11:
88]. English modesty in a meaning of a trait of character has the following
synonyms: self-effacement, humility, reserve, reticence, unpretentiousness,
shyness, bashfulness, timidity, self-consciousness, meekness (10 synonyms)
[13: 640].

Thus though reticence and simplicity are represented in the synonymic
row of the English word, they are represented better in the synonyms of the
Russian words.

3. Evaluative aspects analysis.

Among all of the synonyms of ckpomrocms and modesty two ele-
ments are remarkable with its disapproving evaluation — wonoprocms and
shyness.

Disapproving evaluation characterizes a verb cxpomnuuame derived
from a noun ckpomrocme and defined as “to show one’s own extra modesty,
diminishing one’s rewards or merits, be silent about them” [7. V. 13: 1067].
Its English equivalent is to be overmodest. Synonymic row of ckpomruuame
proves that: miaxkamovcs, ocarosamvcs, 6ums Ha HCANOCHb, CAMOYHUYU-
alcamacs, Hazosapusamo Ha ceos [8: 1032]. So, the verb and the correspond-
ing word combination have a seme excessiveness that implies the norm re-
jection and are thought of as negative.

According to the Russian and English lexicography tradition the syn-
onymic rows of abstract nouns and qualitative adjectives are presented via
mutual reference. That is why the adjectives ckpomnwiii and modest are of
our interest, as well.

Modest represents the key notion of a feminine society but within its
synonymic row there are some words representing a detachment of a group
and individualism, such as reserved, retiring, quiet, coy, cheap (Am. Eng.)
[13: 640].

4. Frequency analysis of the words in speech shows that the Russian
word is twice more frequent than the English one: modest — 23 ipm, ckpom-
Hoiti — 49,2 ipm [14, 15].

Thus the analysis revealed that cultural elaboration of cxkpomrocme
and modesty are approximately equal. In the synonymic rows one and the
same semes are presented though they are presented asymmetrically. In the
semantics of the words examined has been revealed some sort of disapproval
to the excessive modesty. The Russian word is appeared to be more frequent.

IV. Persistence and insistence.

1. The number of elements in the synonymic row of the key word.
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The Russian word nacmotiuusocms has 4 synonyms [12: 264]
while English persistence and insistence — 27 n 11 synonyms accordingly
[13: 716, 473].

2. Peculiar features of the word and its synonyms semantics. The
word racmauseams means “intensively strive for or request to fulfill some-
thing” [7. V. 7: 526, 527], therefore macmotiuusocmv — “‘persistence in
achieving something” [Ibid: 533]. The meanings of the English words are
the following: “persistence is a fact of keeping one’s opinion or action de-
spite difficulties and contraction; continued or prolonged existence of some-
thing, insistence — fact or a state of insisting on something that makes sense
or must be done” [16]. Thus in the Russian word the seme request is more
significant.

The remark given above is proved by the fact that nacmaueanue is in
the synonymic row with a dominant request. This row includes such words
as npuxazvieams and zanpewjams as well [8: 860].

The English word persistence enters a synonymic row with dominant
member perseverance and 27 other elements: fenacity, determination, re-
solve, resolution, resoluteness, staying power, purposefulness, firmness of
purpose, patience, endurance, application, diligence, sedulousness, dedica-
tion, commitment, doggedness, persistency, pertinacity, assiduity, assidu-
ousness, steadfastness, tirelessness, indefatigability, stamina, intransigence,
obstinacy, (informal) stickability [13: 716].

The noun insistence enters a synonymic row with a dominant member
demand and 11 elements: bidding, command, dictate, instruction, require-
ment, request, entreaty, urging, exhortation, importuning [Ibid: 473].

Synonymic rows analysis showed that the meaning “request fulfilling
something” of the Russian word is not typical for persistence because its
peculiarity is some kind of self-directed action while request is directed onto
another person. Its synonym demand exists as one of the meanings of insist
though it is less represented.

3. Evaluative aspects analysis shows that all the words examined are
characterized by positive or neutral evaluation.

4. Frequency analysis of the words in speech.

The most frequent of these words is persist (67 ipm), less frequent is
nacmausamys (37,2 ipm (including homonyms)) and the least frequent is in-
sist 18 ipm [14, 15].

Conclusion: Quantitative analysis of the notions nacmotivugocmo /
persistence / insistence showed that the English synonymic rows are longer,
at the same time persist is more frequent that the Russian word. These words
peculiarity is their polysemy that is why these numbers characterize not only
the aspect considered. Qualitative analysis of the key words only is there-
upon more representative. Its results revealed that in various national cul-
tures different semes appeared to be the most significant (persistence in Eng-
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lish culture, request — in Russian one). Combining these results with
A. Wierzbicka’s conclusion and D. Gachev’s comment on a “self-made per-
son” as a key image in English culture [18: 158, 165], we came up with a
decision that persistence is more representative in English linguaculture.

Thus language elaboration analysis of the notions compyonuuecmeo /
collaboration / cooperation, conudapnocme / solidarity, ckpomrocms / mod-
esty and macmotiuueocms / persistence / insistence showed that these units
can be interpreted as lexical representants of the masculinity / femininity
values of Russian and English linguacultures. The results prove the working
assumption about possible correlations between lexical elaboration of the
culturally-significant concepts language analysis results and G. Hofstede’s
anthropological study results.
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