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Abstract. In this article, the position of temporal lexical markers of the group
of constatives in the entire system of the lexical pragmatic markers (such lexi-
cal units which reflect various parameters of positioning of the subject of the
sender in relation to various facts of the reality represented by it) is revealed.
Temporal lexical markers of the group of constatives are distinguished as one
of types of markers of this system due to the ability to express the relation of
the communicating subjects to the temporal positioning of the objects repre-
sented by them and subjects of reality including themselves.

The analysis of lexical pragmatic markers of temporal positioning (temporal
lexical markers of group of constatives) is carried out on the material of epis-
tolary texts of the Cossack discourse at the start of the 20th century; first of
all, on the material of the Cossack letters of A.I. Dutov, P.N. Krasnov,
A.S. Lukomsky and A.M. Sholokhov; also the texts written on behalf of Cos-
sacks and about Cossacks by representatives of the non-Cossack subethnos
(LS. Shmelyov’s stories, LE. Babel’s stories, etc.), texts with not personified
authors (the Cossack songs “The Letter of the Cossack from military service”,
the Cossack song “Friends, be not afraid of slander!”, etc.).

Lexical pragmatic markers of temporal positioning are analyzed in the article
from positions of linguistic pragmatics and taking into account the research
conducted earlier by representatives of a linguoculturology, literary criticism,
lexical semantics, functional grammar and cognitive linguistics. The linguistic
pragmatics is treated in this case as the most perspective direction which cre-
ates a basis for understanding of the major form of human activity - the speech
communication which is carried out by means of speech signals of various
levels (including lexical) with values inherent in them. It promotes formation
of continuity between multidirectional branches of scientific knowledge,
which in turn inevitably leads to a reflection in the relation, both of a phenom-
enon of pragmatic meaning, and the principles and methods of its research.
Keywords: lexical pragmatic markers; lexical pragmatic markers-constatives;
temporal positioning of the communicating subject; the linguopragmatic anal-
ysis.

Introduction
The meanings actualized by temporal lexical markers together with

the communicating subject (in the actualized syntactic groups where the ac-
tive communicating subject is explicated) refer to the group of pragmatic
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meanings like constatives, which we singled out earlier [1: 75-77]. Consta-
tives are pragmatic meanings through whose realization the sender presents
one’s own temporal and local relation to the presented, and also an individu-
al interpretation of the presented temporary continuum. Pragmatic meanings
of this type go back to the temporal deictic reference demonstrating the
sender’s position in relation to the orientation of interpretation of various
temporal factors.

Temporal lexical markers are, first of all, lexemes of temporal posi-
tioning - time adverbs, nouns and adjectives containing an assessment of
temporal positioning, time conjunctions and time particles, and also verbs of
temporal and spatial localization and its change [2: 34-39] that are actual-
ized in the text together with an indication of the active communicating sub-
ject. For example, gecryce - last spring, o6s10éuku - days, 3adasruti - long
ago passed, Habeocams - to come around for a while, etc.

Research design

Being actualized within an epistolary Cossack discourse, lexical
pragmatic markers of temporal positioning can express the attitude of the
speaker to the fact of one’s own temporal positioning (a kernel of the tem-
poral deixis) and to the fact and to the fact of temporal positioning of the
objects of reality (the periphery of a temporal deixis) presented by the
speaker. The fact of one’s own temporal positioning is supported with the
existence in the actualized syntactic group of a special marker - the index
pointing at the active communicating subject (the actual sender). It can be a
personal pronoun in the form of the first person singular, the personal pro-
noun of the first person plural (including in the communication situation of
the speaker and someone else), a verb in the form of the first person singular
or plural, etc. We will consider actualization of pragmatic markers of tem-
poral positioning on concrete examples (see Examples 1, 2).

Example 1
Mexny mHoo u Bamu Temepb Ta pasHulla, 4YTo Bwl umeeme MHOIO
CBOOOZHOTO BpPeMEeHH Ui TOro, YTOOBl BecTH Oecenbl M MHUCATh AJHMHHBIL
MMChMa U Bbl 0mOoXHYyau OT CBOGW TSHKENOW TOCYyIapCTBEHHOW NEATENbHO-
CTH, 51 )K€ nepezpyxcer pabOTON U He uUMero HA OHOW CBOOOTHON MUHYTHI -
3TO BO-TIEPBBIX.
The difference between me and you now is that you have a lot of free
time to conduct conversations and to write long letters and you have had a
rest from heavy state activity, and as for me, I am overloaded with work and
I have no free minute - that is in the first place [3: 173] (hereinafter, the orig-
inal spelling in examples is preserved).
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In this fragment of the letter by P.N. Krasnov to M.V. Rodzyanko of
July 30, 1918, there is simultaneously an expression of the attitude of the
speaker to the fact of the speaker’s own temporal positioning (a kernel of a
temporal deixis) and with an expression of the attitude of the speaker to the
fact of the temporal positioning of the depicted subject of reality (the periph-
ery of a temporal deixis).

The reference to the temporal positioning of the actual sender (Ata-
man P.N. Krasnov) is carried out by means of the personal pronoun of the
first person singular and the verb in the form of the present tense of the first
person singular linked with a negative pronoun (/ have no...), and also a
short participle of the perfective aspect (am overloaded) linked with a per-
sonal pronoun of the first person singular. The reference to the temporal po-
sitioning of the partner in communication (M.V. Rodzyanko) - by means of a
polite form of the personal pronoun of the second person singular (by you,
you, you) and verbs in the form of the second person singular (you have,
have a rest).

The temporal vector of a fragment actualized by a temporal lexical
marker - a temporal adverb (now) - is sent to the present. The orientation of a
temporal vector in the present is supported by markers of grammatical level -
category of time of verbs (two verbs in the present, [ have, you have).

In the fragment, along with a temporal adverb now, lexical temporal
markers - time, minutes, which relate to each other as a holonym to meronym
(or to partonym), that is as a whole to a component, are actualized.

Example 2

N s, xak nBopstHuH Poccuiickoil umnepuu, cosemyro Bam He npoTu-
BHUTHCS M IOKHHYTHh 00r000BaHHOEe Bamu Boiicko JloHckoe, rae moka crio-
KOITHO, OIarofapsi BEposiTHO MOEH TITyIOH MONUTHKE, TaK KaK BRICENATh Bac
C KOHBOEM 0b110 Obl CITUIIKOM HEYMOOHBIM Uit Bac u cwiepano 6v1 Bo Bpen
Bameit maptun, Tak kak uMs Baine clMmkoM HEHaBHUCTHO Ka3aKaM M M3Be-
CTHE O TOM, 4TO s Bac gwican HaCUIBHO nOOHANO Obl MOU TPECTUXK, A 3TO
Bawm He BrIrOIHO.

And as a nobleman of the Russian Empire, I advise You not to oppose
it and leave chosen by You the Almighty Don Host, where it is so far still
quiet, thanks possibly to my silly policy, as it would be too inconvenient for
You to expel You with an escort and would do harm to Your party, since
Your name is too hateful to Cossacks, and the news that I have expelled You
violently would raise my prestige, and it isn't favorable to You [3: 174].

This fragment represents the positioning of the communicating sub-
ject - the sender P.N. Krasnov. Besides, the sender marks the temporal posi-
tioning of the existing really and possible events - consequences of the car-
ried-out communication. Positioning of the communicating subject sender,
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P.N. Krasnov, is noted by a verb of imperfective aspect in the first person
present singular together with the personal pronoun of the first person singu-
lar, indicating the active communicating subject (/ advise), his probable ac-
tions in the future - a verb of perfective aspect in the first person singular in
the past tense also linked with a personal pronoun of the first person singular
(I expelled), consequences of this action for the sender - a verb of perfective
aspect in the form of the third party singular in subjunctive mood linked with
a possessive pronoun of the first person singular (would raise my prestige).
The situation of communication is positioned in the present tense by means
of an adverb referring the events to the existing at present reality (so far).
Positioning on the time axis of the existing really and possible events - con-
sequences of the carried-out communication - verbs of imperfective aspect
(would be) and perfective aspect (would do harm) in the third person singu-
lar in subjunctive mood. The position of the partner in communication,
M.V. Rodzyanko, in the present is brought out of the fragment context (Your
name is [at the moment] foo hateful to Cossacks, it [at the moment] isn’t fa-
vorable to You).

In general, the temporal vector of the fragment strives from the pre-
sent (I advise, while) into the future (would be, would do harm, I expelled
[possible action in the future], would raise).

In the given examples, lexical pragmatic markers (now, time, minute,
so far) are actualized in close connection with pragmatic markers of other
levels of language, first of all, by grammatical ones. In view of the domina-
tion of the markers of other levels, lexical pragmatic markers often remain
on the periphery of research in various linguistic fields. Nevertheless, it is
possible to note a number of interesting works devoted to studying markers
of this type.

Thus, representatives of linguoculturology pay much attention to
studying lexical temporal markers as parts of complete functional and se-
mantic system of the concept of “time” (along with other parts, morphologi-
cal and syntactic chronemes - means of representation of time), in the cogni-
tive discourse contour of the literary fiction text (for example, in
L.S. Turgenev’s texts - see [4]).

Temporal lexical markers are actively investigated in modern literary
criticism as one of the main representants of the author’s perception of reali-
ty, as well as the world outlook and the existence categories, and also crea-
tive dominants of the individual style of the author. This research is conduct-
ed on the material of works of various authors (for example, [.A. Brodsky -
see [5, 6]).

Besides, temporal lexical markers (including, time nouns, time adjec-
tives, adverbs of time and particles of time) are investigated by representa-
tives of lexical semantics as peripheral means of expression of the category
of time (the lexico-semantic field of the temporality - the lexico-semantic



Lexical pragmatic markers 21

field with a predicative core) in comparison to morphological temporary cat-
egories, in particular - with the grammatical category of time of the verb [7].
Such research, undoubtedly, supplements data on speech realization of tem-
porality, but leave open the questions of pragmatic conditionality of updating
the lexical means of expression of the category of time within specifically
given texts.

As peripheral means of the functional and semantic field of temporali-
ty, lexical means of expression of temporal characteristics of events and
phenomena (in opposition to the nuclear means of the functional and seman-
tic field of temporality - to the morphological means, namely, aspectual-
temporal forms of the verb) are investigated also by representatives of func-
tional grammar, including research with the purpose of detecting the peculi-
arities of functioning of temporal metaphorical models as a way of disclo-
sure of the language picture of the world of members of a certain language
collective [8] and for the purpose of detecting the peculiarities of the onto-
genesis of the category of temporality caused by mental and cognitive pecu-
liarities of the speakers [9]. Words whose root morpheme contains the seme
of temporality belong to the lexical means of expression of temporary char-
acteristics of events and phenomena [8: 242].

In works of representatives of cognitive linguistics, lexical ways of the
embodiment of time are considered in close interrelation with individual and
encyclopedic knowledge of participants in communication as means of ver-
bal coding of the fundamental existence concept “time” [10: 4]. Lexical
ways of an embodiment of time (also as well as within functional grammar)
are marked by representatives of cognitive linguistics as peripheral and stud-
ied in close interrelation with grammatical means of verbalization of a con-
cept “time” [Ibid: 10].

The list of research data can be continued; however, from our point
of view, despite a big range of works opening various aspects of temporal
positioning, the pragmatic aspect can still be considered not fully studied
systemically. It means that the use of new methods and techniques for the
solution of this problem, including the use of new methods of linguistic
pragmatics, is vital.

We will analyze in more detail the lexical pragmatic markers of tem-
poral positioning recorded by us during studying Cossack letters, literary
fiction texts stylized after the Cossack letters, and dictionaries, using algo-
rithm of linguopragmatic approach.

Methodology and experiment
In the group of lexical deictic markers (lexical constatives) by the re-

sults of a continuous selection analysis, there were 1 808 units. With
983 lexical pragmatic markers of personal positioning, it makes 54.37% of
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the total number of lexical constatives, 631 lexical pragmatic markers of lo-
cal positioning - 34.9% of the total number of lexical constatives and 194
lexical pragmatic markers of temporal positioning - 10.73%. On the chart it
looks as follows (Fig. 1).

W
* L.,
%IIL%

O T

= lexical pragmatical
markers of personal
positioning

= lexical pragmatical
markers of local
positioning

= lexical pragmatical
markers of temporal
positioning

Fig. 1. Lexical constatives of an epistolary Cossack discourse
of the beginning of the 20th century

The temporal lexical constatives recorded by us are presented by vari-
ous parts of speech: time nouns, time adjectives, time verbs, and time ad-
verbs. We singled out set time phrases ‘pretext + time noun”, “adjective +
time noun”, “time adjective + noun”, etc. in a special group.

We will note that during the research no conjunctions of time and time
particles were recorded, and, respectively, they weren't included in the anal-
ysis presented further.

The generalized data of the analysis of temporal lexical constatives are

submitted in the chart (Fig. 2).

temporal nouns
05 - TemP
0,4 = temporal adjectives
0,3 -
= temporal verbs
0,2 -
/ = temporal adverbs
0,1 | .
0 = temporal phrases

Fig. 2. Temporal lexical constatives

As we see, the most productive lexical pragmatic markers with mean-
ing of temporal localizations of subject / object (objects) are adverbs of time
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(for example, dase - the day before, maow: - then, menepuua - now). The
percentage of actualization of time adverbs makes up 48.97%.

In the second place by the frequency of actualization, there are set
temporal phrases (for example, va xouemax - early in the morning, connye 6
0y6 - sunrise, sunset, menauve epems - morning cool time, early evening).
Time phrases are actualized in 19.07% of cases.

In the third place, there are adjectives of time (for example,
HoHewHutl - present, ynazoviunuli - day before yesterday, xmonamorxadau-
Huti - existing from time immemorial). Actualization of temporal adjectives
is presented as 17.01%.

Nouns of time are in the fourth place (for example, ucxoo - the period
of the last phase of the moon, cornyecso - a decline, yorcomka - part of day).
Temporal nouns are actualized in 11.34% of cases.

In the last, the fifth place, there were verbs of time (for example,
onosHumocs - to return closer to the night, neperemosams - to live through
the summer). The percentage of their actualization makes up 3.61%.

All temporal pragmatic markers investigated by us are united by a
general meaning of temporal positioning, which, in turn, is presented by two
subspecies of values - “representation of time as the reality fact” and “posi-
tioning of subject / object (objects) on a time base”.

As pragmatic temporal lexical markers representing time as the reality
fact are ranked:

» the temporal markers referring to time as an essentially natural cycle,
for example, 6oxoepeii - February, o6s10énku - days, dennoti - day, saympo -
in the morning, na xoposvem peey - at dawn, ceunsausu nondnu - 10-
11 o’clock in the morning;

* the temporal markers signaling about the duration of a temporal cy-
cle, for example, nabeoscams - to come around for a while, 6ypa - is infinite,
0bbloenno - within one day, czamarscmea - since the early childhood, xax
xoxon Ha omoicuse - to live by the present, as if serving a term.

The pragmatic temporal lexical markers indicating positioning on a time
base are presented by the markers referring the subject / object (objects):

* to the past, for example, nonemox - year before last, 6ysarownwiii -
last, 3adaenuii - forgotten, long ago passed, nozdawnuii - day before yester-
day, sumycs - last winter, xadsice - once long ago, u3 npedeexy - for a long
time, from olden days;

* to the present, for example, Horewnuii - present, doce - still, 3apa3 -
now, no yeius - still, or

* to the future time, for example, npeddbyodywuii - forthcoming,
3apanb - in advance, Ha iemo - next summer.

We will calculate the actualization number of each of the presented
subtypes of meaning and we will record the thematic classification of tem-
poral lexical markers in the table (Table 1).
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Table 1
Thematic distribution of temporal lexical markers of an epistolary Cossack discourse
at the beginning of the 20th century

Representation of time as reality fact Positioning of subJ ect / object (objects) on a
time base
Time as essentially | Duration of the Tem- Past Present Future
natural cycle poral Cycle
61 53 58 16 6
114 (58.76%) 80 (41.24%)
194 (100%)

As appears from the table (Table 1), in epistolary Cossack texts, first
of all, the temporal lexical markers representing time as the reality fact are
actualized. Thus these markers more frequently designate time as a naturally
natural cycle - 61 (53.51% of total of the temporal lexical markers represent-
ing time as the reality fact), and less frequently mark the duration of this cy-
cle (a current of time, its dynamics) - 53 (46.49% of total of the temporal
lexical markers representing time as the reality fact).

According to the table (Table 1), the temporal lexical markers desig-
nating positioning of subject / object (objects) on a time base are actualized
less than the temporal lexical markers representing time as the reality fact,
thus the vector of actualizing the temporal lexical pragmatic markers is con-
siderably displaced in the past (72.5% of total of the temporal lexical mark-
ers representing positioning of subject / object (objects) on a time base).

The arrangement of lexical pragmatic markers on a time base looks as
follows (Fig. 3).

= Past

5

.'07
OI,6 OI,8

1 1,2

= Present

Future

|

0 0,2 0,4

Fig. 3. An arrangement of lexical temporal markers on a time base

Further we will present a classification of the markers indicating posi-
tioning on a time base separately, considering the distribution according to
parts of speech (Table 2).
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Table 2
Positioning of subject / object (objects) on a time base
The relation to parts | Positioning of subject / object (objects) on a all
of speech / Part of time base
speech Past Present Future
Temporal nouns 1 0 0 1 (1.25%)
Temporal adjectives 18 2 1 21 (26.25%)
Temporal verbs 0 0 0 0
Temporal adverbs 38 12 5 55 (68.75%)
Set temporal phrases 1 2 0 3 (3.75%)
58 (72.5%) 16 (20%) 6 (7.5%)

Total 80 (100%)

As it is seen from the table (see Table 2), the main means of position-
ing of subject / object (objects) on a time base are temporal adverbs and
temporal adjectives (the temporal adverbs marking positioning on a time
base - 68.75%, temporal adjectives marking positioning on a time base -
26.25%, temporal phrases marking positioning on a time base - 3.75%, tem-
poral nouns marking positioning on a time base - 1.25%, temporal verbs
marking positioning on a time base - 0).

Apart from the illustrated hierarchies of actualization of lexical prag-
matic markers of time positioning, the following was noted during the lin-
guopragmatic research. Alongside with the nomination of a certain time span
some lexical pragmatic markers of the group of constatives in the corre-
sponding context can also indicate position of the communicating subject in
space (three such markers are recorded): nanepeou - 1) ahead, 2) before, ne-
peoom — 1) earlier, 2) ahead, nonepedu - 1) ahead, 2) at first. Such fact con-
firms the hypothesis of inseparability of the category of time from the cate-
gory of space (cf. for example, [7: 8]). As the initial spatial meaning (as a
reflection of subject reality) in these lexical pragmatic markers, the temporal
meaning is considered, which develops on the basis of the spatial meaning.

It is possible to single out separately the temporal lexical markers
connected with a religious aspect of life of the Cossack community (four
such markers are recorded): cepdoxpecmve - the middle of the Lent,
copoku - the ninth of March, day of forty martyrs, ceednasn nedens - meat
week, Xpucmos denw - Easter. Existence of such markers in texts of an epis-
tolary Cossack discourse emphasizes the high level of value of religiousness
for the Cossacks at the beginning of the 20th century.

Among temporal lexical markers, we find the diminutive markers - the
words and word forms representing temporal positioning of the subject with
additional diminutive-hypocoristic value (in the studied texts, nine such
markers are recorded): nouywkotl - at night, norouuuxu - hook, time from 12
to 14 o’clock, uemeepox - Thursday, daseuka - recently, several hours ago,
HeoasHouko - recently, Hedaswywiko - recently, wuineuxa - nowadays, 0é-
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nywku - for days on end, connviuxo ¢ nondén - time in the afternoon. These
markers indicate a positive evaluation of time which is well influencing sub-
ject - eliminating the negative moments of the represented reality, the sub-
ject / object (objects), weakening negative emotions.

When studying lexical pragmatic markers of temporal positioning
of subject / object (objects), it is necessary to consider the existence of
close interrelation with the markers of morphological and syntactic levels
of the language. To summarize, by the results of the linguopragmatic
analysis of actualization of markers of a temporal reference in epistolary
Cossack texts at the beginning of the 20th century, lexical temporal
markers take the third place after morphological and syntactic markers
(cf. only 575 lexical markers of a deictic temporal reference from 4 337,
13.26%).

Conclusion

We will sum up the research results. In this article we presented some
prerequisites of research on temporal lexical markers of the group of consta-
tives. Further the markers revealed at the previous investigation phases were
subjected to more careful linguopragmatic analysis, which allowed us to re-
veal the main subspecies of their meanings, to make up a hierarchy of the
dominating means of actualization of these subspecies of temporal pragmatic
meanings, and also separately to note features of markers, alongside with the
temporary localization, representing as well spatial localization, and to des-
ignate pragmatic lexical temporal markers of the religious content and prag-
matic lexical temporal markers of diminutives.
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