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The article is devoted to theoretical grounds and consideration of the details of the practical coop-
eration between the EU and Russia in the sphere of culture. It is shown that the cultural policy of the
European Union at present is a completely independent element in the system of the integration strate-
gies of the organization. Now the European cultural policy is characterized by the gap between de-
clared intentions and actual results, and financial difficulties. This gap is associated with both the
measures  to  counter  the  mass  culture,  and  efforts  at  social  support  of  workers  of  culture,  as  well  as
with a small number of cultural events, the address focused on people with low incomes. It is estab-
lished that similar complexity characterize and Russian cultural policy. The author emphasizes that
theoretical and conceptual study of cultural policy has never been a strong point of the Russian side of
the cooperation. The article emphasizes that the complex mentioned reasons certainly will not mean an
end to EU-Russia cultural dialogue, but it would significantly complicate it.

The second part of the article is devoted to the analysis of the details of the practical cooperation
between the EU and Russia in the cultural space. Here are specific examples that clearly demonstrate
how significant the capacity for international cultural cooperation between the EU and Russia, so di-
verse and significant challenges to its implementation.

Noted that the main components of the current cooperation between Russia in the sphere of cul-
ture with the EU are currently implemented on two levels, which conditionally can be designated as
classic and modern. The first level is traditionally considered cultural symbols of our country, which
certainly recognizable and enjoyed constant success. The second measurement level of cooperation can
be attributed to the cultural symbols of Russia as a modern country. This element of cooperation, in
contrast to the first, is still very poorly developed.
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Considerable attention is paid to this sphere of Russian-European cultural cooperation as tourism.
Its realities are considered on the example of the settings of tourist attraction for Europeans in St. Pe-
tersburg.  The  author  claims  that  St.  Petersburg,  "the  most  European  of  Russian  cities",  according  to
many authoritative experts, will have to go a very long way to go to become "city high recurrence",
like many European capitals.

References

1. European Commission. (2013) [Online] Available from: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_IP-13-1114_en.htm. (Accessed: 24th January 2016).

2. European Commission. (2015) The European Capitals of Culture celebrate their 30th anniver-
sary in Mons 2015. [Online] Available from: http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/events/2015/2302-mons-30-ecoc_en.htm. (Accessed: 24th January 2016).

3. Kommersant. Vlast'. (2015) 24th February.
4. RIA Novosti. (2015) Muzeyshchiki podgotovili obosnovaniya dlya vozvrata v Krym zolota ski-

fov [Museum workers prepared a study for the return of the Crimea Scythian gold]. [Online] Available
from: http://ria.ru/culture/20150204/1045943500.html#ixzz3VRFWz9Oz. (Accessed: 24th January
2016).

5. Kommersant. (2015) 8th April.
6. Anon. (2015) Drevnyaya skul'ptura, privezennaya v Ermitazh iz Britanskogo muzeya, vozmu-

tila grekov [The ancient sculpture brought to the Hermitage from the British Museum has angered the
Greeks]. [Online] Available from: http://kuzenkovd.ru/paragraph/drevnyaya-skulptura-privezennaya-
v-ermitazh-iz-britanskogo/. (Accessed: 24th January 2016).

7. Kommersant. (2015) 12th September.
8. Kommersant. (2015) 7th May.
9. Gordeev, V. (2015) Moskva i Peterburg voshli v troyku samykh nedruzhelyubnykh gorodov

mira [Moscow and St. Petersburg have entered the top three most unfriendly cities in the world].
[Online] Available from: http://top.rbc.ru/society/01/09/2015/55e607b29a79472fcad2ae63. (Accessed:
24th January 2016).

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
http://ria.ru/culture/20150204/1045943500.html%23ixzz3VRFWz9Oz.
http://kuzenkovd.ru/paragraph/drevnyaya-skulptura-privezennaya-
http://top.rbc.ru/society/01/09/2015/55e607b29a79472fcad2ae63.



