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The Stroganov book collection, which is housed in Tomsk, comprises several dozens of manu-
scripts having different content and mainly written in foreign languages (French and German). All but
one handwritten owner’s catalogues belonged to G.A. Stroganov (1770–1857). Catalogues represent
the valuable material on history of formation of the Stroganov book collection and in some cases they
are the only source of information, for example, in such issues as attribution of certain copies. It de-
serves special mentioning that among manuscripts, which also belonged to G.A. Stroganov, there was
a miscellany book of anecdotes about Napoleon Bonaparte having clearly defined Anti-Bonapartist
orientation. However, manuscripts created by other Stroganov family members survived within the
collection set. In the article, the content of the miscellany book of the beginning of the 19th century,
which was written by the hand of G.A. Stroganov’s paternal cousin– the baron Alexander Sergeevich
Stroganov (1771–1815), is being analyzed.

The full coincidence in the name, the patronymic name and the surname of the baron Alexander
Stroganov and those of his famous uncle A.S. Stroganov (1733–1811) caused the fact that two rela-
tives were confused in the works of some researchers, which was noticed by M.K. Azadovskiy. The
baron A.S. Stroganov was famous as a literary-man, who was writing in French and published anony-
mously several works autobiographical in their nature. The «Potpourri» miscellany book has great
value as a documental characteristic of the reading circle of the young Russian nobleman, who got the
«French» education and lived according to the rules of the high aristocratic society. Reader’s interests
of the baron Alexander Stroganov were diverse and the preference was given to French authors. On the
assumption of the miscellany book content, it is possible to make the conclusion that books were the
place, where the baron Alexander Stroganov was looking for and was finding out answers to questions
that were touching for him: friendship, love, faithfulness, choice of the worthy course of conduct in
difficult real-life situations. The problems of death, its expectation, overcoming the fear of death are
the central problems in the miscellany. The language of the miscellany book is French.

References

1. Mascow, von J.A. (1769) Geschichte des hohen Geschlechts derer Stroganow, in einem Ver-
suche und Abrisse entworfen und mitgetheilet. [Manuscript]. St. Petersburg. (In German).

2. Quérard, J.-M. (1838) La France littéraire, ou Dictionnaire bibliographique [The Literary
France or Bibliographical Dictionary]. Paris: Chez Fimin Didot Frères, Libraires.

3. Alekseev, M.P. (1947) Kniga Vol'tera v biblioteke Tomskogo universiteta [The book is Vol-
taire in Tomsk University Library]. In: Volgin, V.P. (ed.) Vol'ter : stat'i i materialy [Voltaire: Articles
and materials]. Leningrad: Nauka. pp. 210–218.

4. Azadovsky, M.K. (1939) Iz materialov “Stroganovskoy Akademii”. Neopublikovannye proizve-
deniya Ksav'e de Mestra i Zinaidy Volkonskoy [From the materials of “Stroganov Academy”. Unpublished
works of Xavier de Maistre and Zinaida Volkonskaya]. In: Lebedev-Polyanskiy, P.I. (ed.) Literaturnoe
nasledstvo. 33–34 [Literary legacy. 33-34]. Moscow: USSR Academy of Sciences. pp. 195–214.

5. Weigel, F.F. (2000) Zapiski [Notes]. Moscow: Zakharov.
6. Dolgorukov, I.M. (2004) Povest' o rozhdenii moem, proiskhozhdenii i vsey zhizni [The Story of

My Birth, Origin and Life]. St. Petersburg: Nauka.
7. Stroganoff, A. (n.d.) Lettres diverses, par A.S. S. l. ni a. [Various letters by A.S. S. l].
8. Stroganova. (n.d.) Pour mes soeurs [For my sisters]. The description of the travel by Baroness

Stroganov from St. Petersburg to Paris (June 11, 1780, to the end of October,1781), and from Paris to
London and Vienna (since June 11, 1782). Maniscript in French.

9. Almanach de la cour pour l’année 1796 [Almanac of the court for 1796]. (1795). St. Petersburg.
10. The Belosel'skie-Stroganovs. (2005) Dnevnik Belosel'skikh-Stroganovykh [Diary of Belosel-

sky-Stroganoff]. Moscow: Russian Culture Fund. pp. 71–88.
11. Stroganoff, A. (1814) Catalogue des livres de la Bibliothèque de Monsieur le Baron Al. Stro-

gonoff [The book catalog of the Library of Baron Al. Stroganoff]. Manuscript in French. St. Petersburg.
12. Anon. (1803) Pot-pourri [Potpourri]. Manuscript in French. St. Petersburg. pp. 13–22.
13. Somov, V.A. (1986) Frantsuzskaya “Rossika” epokhi prosveshcheniya i russkiy chitatel'

[French “Rossika” of the Enlightenment and the Russian reader]. In: Barenbaum, I.E. (ed.) Frant-
suzskaya kniga v Rossii v XVIII veke: ocherki istorii [French book in Russia in the 18th century: Es-
says on History]. Leningrad: Nauka. pp. 173–244.




