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JUKBUJALUSI HETPAMOTHOCTH B CEJIbCKOM MECTHOCTH
TOMCKO-HAPBIMCKOI'O ITPUOBbS B 1920-e rr. U EE UTOTH

Ilybnuxayus ocywecmenena npu gpurancosoti noodepaicke PITH®, npoexm 13-11-70008.

PaccMaTpuBaloTCst BOIIPOCH MKOIBHOTO 00pa30BaHMUs, HOBHIIIEHUS TPAMOTHOCTH KPEeCThIHCKOro HaceneHus: Tomcko-Hapsmvckoro
ITpro6bs B 1920-x rr. Omopa Ha cBeXue, paHee He UCIONb3YeMble HCTOYHHKH II03BONIIIA OCBETHTh (POPMHPOBAHKE IIKOIBHOMH ce-
TH B CelbCKOW MecTHOCTH ToMckoii ry6eprun / ToMCKOro okpyra, BEISIBUTE IIPUYHHBI, IPEISITCTBOBABIINE IIOHOMY OXBaTy AeTeil
IIKOJIFHOTO BO3PACTa U BOBJIEUEHHUIO HX B cHcTeMy 00ydeHus. [IpuBeieHs! JaHHbIE 0 paboTe 110 JIMKBUAAINH HErPaMOTHOCTHU CPEeIH
B3pOCIIOTO HAaCEJICHUS, II0Ka3aH POCT YAEIBHOIO Beca rpaMoTHBIX 10 ToMckoMy ye3ny / ToMCKOMY OKpYry B IIE€JIOM H IO OTHEINb-

HBIM paﬁOHaM B YaCTHOCTH.

KiroueBbie c10Ba: TOMCKOE KPECThAHCTBO, IIKOJIbHA CETh; HAYAaJIbHOE 06p330BaHI/Ie; JIMKBUAAIUs HErPaMOTHOCTH.

[IpoGiema mKOMBEHOTO OOpa30BaHMS W JIMKBUIALMN
HETrpaMOTHOCTH CEJIbCKOro HaceneHus Cubupu n3gaBHA
IpuBJIeKaJa BHUMaHue uccienosareneil [1-3]. Ho, kxax
MIPaBWIIO, B MMEIONIMXCS paboTax M3Jaratorcs OOIIecH-
Oupckue MaTepHaibl, 4To TpeOyeT, Ha B3MJIAA aBTODA,
KOHKPETH3AIMH TEMBI, 00OpaIleHns K BOIpocy o0 Ooproe ¢
HETpaMOTHOCTHI0, 00 OpraHU3aLMH MKOJIBLHOTO 00yYeHNS
B celbCKUX MecTHocTAX Tomcko-Hapemvckoro IIproObs
(B rpannmax cospeMeHHol Tomckoii obmacth).

HyxHO cka3aTh, 4TO ABMXKEHHE IO IOBBIILIEHHUIO I'pa-
MOTHOCTH CEJIbCKOTO HACEJIEHUs,, OTKPBITUIO CEIBCKUX
IIKOJ 1 OMOJIMOTEK OBUTO HAYaTO HAa TOMCKOHM 3eMile ele
BO BTOpOil nonoBuHe XIX — nepBeIx aecaTunerusx XX B.
Ora pabora moay4miIa HOBBIH MMITYJIBC IIOCIIE PEBOJIIO-
mun 1917 ., xorma B cocraBe CoBHapkoMa OBLT CO3/aH
Haponnsiii komuccapuaT NpocBeIeH s, Ha MecTax o0pa-
30BaHbl €ro MOAPA3AEICHUS, B 4aCTHOCTH TOMCKUH Ty-
6epuckmii (¢ 1925 r. — OKpyKHOM) OTIEN HAPOJHOTO 00-
pasoBanus. B nexabpe 1919 r. Obu1 m3nan gexper Cos-
HapkomMa PCOCP «O nukBumammu 0e3rpaMOTHOCTH Cpe-
1u Hacenenust Poccuiickoit Cormanuctuueckoir denepa-
TtuBHOM CoBerckoil PecyOinkm», B KOTOpOM BIIEpBBIC Ha
o0IIerocyJapCTBEHHOM ypOBHE OBUIO BBICKa3aHO TpeOo-
Banue: «Bce Hacenenne Pecnydnmku B Bo3pacte ot 8 10
50 yrer, He ymerollee YUTaTh WIK MHCaTh, 0053aHO 00Y-
4aTbCs FPaMOTE Ha POJHOM HIIHM PYCCKOM SI3BIKE IO XKe-
maumo» [4. C. 50]. Bo ucmomHeHHne STOrO JeKpera Ha
MecTax, B TOM 4nciie U B ToMckoll ryOepHun, ObuH CO-
3/1aHbl Ype3BbIYaliHble KOMHUCCHU T10 JIMKBHIAIMU HErpa-
MOTHOCTH, a B 1923-1924 rr. — Bcepoccuiickoe 100po-
BOJIbHOE 0bmiecTBO «Jlo0it HerpamoTHOCTBY. OmHOBpE-
MEHHO NpOBOAWIACH paboTa IO PACHIMPEHHUIO CETH
HaYaJIbHBIX IIKOJI IS IETEH, CTalld OTKPHIBATHCS IIEPBBIC
LIKONBI KPECThIHCKOM MOIOAEKH, B KOTOPBIX ydaluecs
MIOJTyYaJId HE TOJIBKO HavajbHOE OOpa3oBaHHE, HO W OC-
HOBBI ArPOHOMHUYECKUX 3HAHUM.

B cmiry ckynoctn MecTHBIX OIO/PKETOB OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTH 32 CTPOUTEJIBCTBO M COJEpXKaHUE 00pa3oBaTElb-
HBIX U KYJIbTYPHO-TIPOCBETUTENIBHBIX YUPEKICHHUH cTasa
TIepeKsIaibIBaThCs Ha CENIbCKHe obmiectBa. [lyrem camo-
00JIOXKEHNS MM 3aKITIOYEHUsI JIOTOBOPOB KPECThsIHE 0051~
3BIBAJIMCH y9aCTBOBATh B CTPOUTEIHCTBE, PEMOHTE B 000-
PYAOBaHMH IIKOJBHBIX 3AaHHUN, B COAEPYKAHNH IIKOJ, T.C.
B 00€CIIeYeHNH pOBaMH, KEPOCHHOM, a TAaKXKe M 0 BO3-
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MOXXHOCTH — YYeOHWKAMH W ITHCHMCHHBIMU TIPHHAICK-
HOCTSIMH TS yIaIuXCsl.

HzBectHO, uTO B 1922-1923 IT. TOIBKO 54 MIKOIEI U3
640 cenbckux ydeOHBIX 3aBeneHHl ToMcCKOW T'yOepHUH
COJNIEPKAIIUCh 32 CUET TOCYNAapCTBEHHOrO OO/KeTa, a
586 mxon (91,5%) — 3a cuer caMOOOIOKEHHSI CEITHCKOTO
Hacenenus [5. C. 106]. Tak, B mKomax CeBEpHOU YacCTd
Tomckoro yesma, B HapeiMcKkOM Kpae BCe pacxoisl Ha
nmpuoOpeTeHne YJ4eOHBIX IMOCOOWH COCTaBISTH 4 THIC.
py0., Torma kak u3 Oropkera OBLIO OTHYIIEHO TOIBKO
870 pyo. [6. JL. 31]. B c. Aromaom Horo-KyckoBckoro
palioHa MPUCTYMWIN K IOCTPOMKE HOBOH HadaabHOU
IIKOJBI 338 CUET T'OCYJAPCTBCHHBIX CPEICTB, a 3aBEPIIHIH

paboTel IyTeM TPYIOBOH ITOBUHHOCTH  KPECThSIH
[7. 2 okr.].
Opnako, obecrieynBasi (UHAHCOBO-MAaTEPUAIBEHYIO

COCTaBJISIIOIIYI0 00pa3oBaHMs, CEIbCKHE OOIIecTBa IIo-
pOH, CTaJKMBAJIUCH C NpoOJIEeMaMH, KOTOpble HE MOIJIH
paspemmTh O3 ydJacTusi TOCYNapCTBEHHBIX CTPYKTYD;
OHU KacaJIUCh MPEXKJE BCErO HEXBATKU MM YAAJIEHHOCTU
HIKONBHBIX MeCT. B 3bIpsiHCKOM palioHE MHOTHE JAEpPEBHH,
a 0COOCHHO XyTOpa, HAXOAWIINCh B 3HAYUTEIILHOM yJajie-
Huu ot mkoin. Tak, gep. KomuHckas ['opka, B koTopoit
IIPOXKUBAJIH C POAUTENSIMU YeTBEPO JeTer oT § 1o 11 xer,
HaxXooWjacb B 2 KM OT OJKauimed IIKONbL, a
noc. MuriomkuHo, rae osuto 17 mereid, yxe B 16 km [8.
JI. 6]. B HoBo-KyckoBckoMm paiione, B Beicenmkax Map-
koBckuit, [lapaxoBckuii, Hukonbckuii, KaypoBckuii, B
KaXKIOM U3 KOTOPBIX YHCIHIOCH IO 4 4enoBeka OT 8 1o
11 ner, paccrosiHue 10 OMVKaHIIEH MIKOJIBI COCTAaBIISIIO
4 xM, a gep. Manass CemenoBka (12 pmerell MIKOJIBHOTO
BO3pacra) pacronaraiachk B 60 KM OT OirpKaiIIei mKomsl
[Tam xe. JI. 13].

MecTHbIE BJIACTH MBITAINCh OPraHU30BaTh MOABO3KY
IIKOJIbHUKOB, OCOOCHHO 3MMOH, HO TOJBKO €CJIH PaccTo-
SHUSL 10 MKOIBI Obuto HeOonmbmuM. [lo naHHBIM Ha
1926 1., B 54 mxonax ToMckoro okpyra Obuta OpraHU30-
BaHa IOABO3KA JIETEH, a I yJammxcs u3 Oosee oTaa-
JICHHBIX CEJICHHUH B IIKOJAX YCTPAaUBAIUCh HOWIEKKU U
obmexutnst. [IpaBaa, Takux NPUCTaHUI HA BECh OKPYT
HACYUTHIBAIIOCH HEMHOTO: 15 HOwIekek U 14 oOmiexuTuii
[9. JI. 163].

YacTp AeTeii MKOIBHOTO BO3pacTa U3 ceMeil OeTHIKOB
1 6aTpakoB HE MOIJIHM YUYUTHCS U3-3a OTCYTCTBHS OZCKIBI



1 00yBHM ¥ 10 HEOOXOIMMOCTH IIOMOTaTh POJHUTENSM IO
xo34icTBy. HanpuMep, B 0TueTE O COCTOSIHUU IKOJIBHOIO
obpazoBanust B BopoHoBckoMm paiione Tomckoro okpyra
YKa3bIBAJIOCH clemyromee: B jaekadpe 1928 r. B mikomax
yucnwiock 2 039 yuamuxcs, B mae 1929 r. — 997, a B
utoHe — 567 yenosek [8. JI. 13]. UToOBI OCTAaHOBUTH OTTOK
yuamuxcsi, Obula OpraHM30BaHa MaTepualibHas ITOMOIIb
JIETSIM KPECTBSIHCKOW OEIHOTHI, OJJHAKO B OYEHb OIpaHH-
4yeHHOM pasMmepe. Tak, B 1926 r. Bo Bcem ToMckoM OKpy-
re TOJIBKO 26 pedsTaM MOMOTIIH OASKAOH W OOYBBIO U B
52 mxonax opraHuzoBaii ropstaee muranue [9. JI. 163].

E1ne ciioskHee o0CTOSIIH Jeia ¢ CO3J[aHueM IIKOJI Kpe-
CTBSIHCKOM MOJIOAEXKH. BOT UTO 0 HMX Nucanu B rasere
«KpacHoe 3HaMs»: «B TXKENBIX YCIOBHAX HaXOAATCA
Y4E€HUKH BOpOHOBCKOHN IIKOJIBI KPECThIHCKOH MOJOJe-
*M... M caMuM IPHUXOAWUTCS FOTOBHUTH IHINY, BCEraa ¢
TOpeM JOCTaBaTh XJIed, He0OOXOqUMbIE IPOAYKTHI. OHH HE
HUMEIOT Jlake HeoOXOoAMMOHN onxexabl. B sxuimmrHoM oT-
HOIIEHWH JIeJI0 OOCTOMT eme Xyxe. J[eBOUKH >KUBYT B
cTapoMm, Tpsi3sHOM ambape, 6e3 OKOIIEK, K TOMY K€ B HEM
CBIPOCTH U BOHB...» [7. 2 OKT.].

Ocrtpeiimeit mpoOiieMoii OblTa HEXBaTKa IeJaroruye-
CKUX KaJIpOB JaX€ B HACENCHHBIX IyHKTAaX, HAXOJMB-
muxcs Hepaneko ot Tomcka. Hanpumep, B oqHOH 13 Ae-
peBeHb AJEKCaHAPOBCKOM BOJIOCTH TOMCKOro yesna
HACEJCHHUE 3aKIIOYWIO C YE3OHBIM OTAEIOM HapOIHOIrO
00pa3oBaHUs JIOTOBOP O CTPOWTEIBCTBE U COJCPIKAHUU
mkossl. Ho mosiHOCTRIO TIOCTpOeHHOE 1 000pY/IOBaHHOE
HIKOIBHOE 3JIaHHE MPOCTOSATO0 BCIO OCEHb U 3HMY BIIy-
CTYI0, TIOTOMY YTO OTZAEN OOpa3oBaHMs HE HANpaBWI B
ATy KONy yuuTens. TouHo Tak ke B [lerpomnaBioBckoit
BOJIOCTH CEJBCKHE OOIIecTBa O00S3aJIMCh COAEpXkKaTh
11 mxon, HO (YHKIMOHMPOBAJIO TOJIBKO 6 INKOI Ha
250 yueHHMKOB, a 5 IIKOJI HE AEWCTBOBAIU M3-3a OTCYT-
crBus negaroros [6. JI. 180]. B moaropoaHeIx nepeBHIX —
Urnakoso, Poroxenka, Ycnenka, YepHWIBLIUKOBO U
MuxaiioBKka — HIKONBI CTOSUIM MYCTBIMH, TaK Kak ye3J-
HBI OTAET HApOAHOro 00pa3oBaHMS HE OOECIIEUMIT HX
yuaurensamu [9. J1. 162].

[ToTpeOHOCTE B MIKONBHBIX IpENOAaBaTENsIX ObuIa
Oo4YeHb OOJBLION, A1 PabOTBHI B CEIBCKOHM MECTHOCTH

TIPUBJICKINCH HE TOJIBKO YUUTENS, HO U T€, KTO OBLI Tpa-
MOTEH, B TOM YHCJIE€ HEJAaBHHUE BBITYCKHUKH HadaJlbHBIX
wkon. M3eectHo, uto B 1926 r. B Tomckom okpyre
(Bxitouass 1. ToMcK) HacumThIBasioch | 578 IIKOIBHBIX
yUUTENeH; BBICIIEE WIN CHENUAIBHOE IEeJarornieckoe
obpazoBanue nmenu 38% IIKOIBHBIX paOOTHHKOB, oOIIEe
cpenree obpaszoBanue — 27% U HuU3IIee 00pa3oBaHUEC —
23% [9. JI1. 163].

VY Apy4aronmmM 0cTaBaJIoCh MaTepHAIBLHOE IOJI0KEHHE
CEIIbCKOTO YUIHTEIbCTBA. B IepBbIe TOIpI MOCIE PEBOIIO-
LM HEMAJIO CEJIbCKUX YUUTENIEH HaXOAMIOCh Ha COfepiKa-
HHUH KPECTHSIHCKHX OOIIECTB, KOTOpPHIC IUIATHIIN 32 paboTy
npoaykramu. B Hadane 1920-x rr. B Tomckom yesze ¢ no-
PEBOJIIOIIMOHHOIO BPEMEHH COXPAHSIIOCH JIEJICHUE IIKOJIb-
HBIX [1E/Iar0roB Ha JIBE TPYIIIbL: YUUTENICH CpeaHel n yau-
TeNel HayaJ bHOHM mIKoN. 3apaOoTHasl IulaTa CENbCKUX IIe-
JIaroroB, €ciy OHM €€ IOJTyJad, 3aBHceia OT TOro, K Ka-
KOW W3 ABYX TPYNII OHM OTHOCWINCH: B IIEPBOH TIpYIIIE
noyvanu exkemecsaHo 1o 10 py6. 15 xom., Bo BTopoii — 1o
9 py0. 50 xom. (IS cpaBHEHUS: CpemHEMECSIHas 3apaboT-
Has IUIaTa B IMPOMBIIUIEHHOCTH ToMckoro yesna B 1924—
1925 rr. cocraBisina 33 py6. 97 ko). Kpome Toro, u3 ro-
JIOBOTO KaJIOBAaHHS YIep KHUBaJIoch 1o 6 pyo. 3a 10 mymos
KU, KOTOpYIO y4WTessl monydanu Hatypou [10. JI. 23].
[pu Takux ycnoBusX y yuntenel He ObUI0 0coOoi MOTH-
BalMM paboTaTh B JEPEBHE, W €CIM OHM paboTanu, TO
HAJIOJr0 HE 33/IeP>KUBAJIHCH.

HecMoTpst Ha Bce HEOCTaTKH, CIIOXKHAS CHTYyalus B
TOMCKOM HIKOJIbHOM OOpa30BaHWM CTajla IIOCTEIIEHHO
UCIIPaBIIATHCS. B mocnenyiomue roabpl yinydnieHue 3Ko-
HOMHYECKOTO ITOJIOKEHHS B CTpaHe, a TaKXKe MOITAITHASL
W TIOCNe[OoBaTeNbHAsl JESITEIBHOCTD IPEJICTaBUTEIEH
Bcepoccuiickoro mobpoBonbpHOro o0miectBa  «Jlomoi
HErpaMOTHOCTBE», MECTHBIX OPT'aHOB BJIACTH M OTJIEJIOB
HapoIHOro 00pa30oBaHMS IOKA3aju ycllexu B Ooprde ¢
HErpaMOTHOCTBIO: MOBBICHIIOCH YMCIIO IIKOJ M 00ydaro-
muxcs B HUX. V3 Tabmumpl BHIHO, 4TO B JeKaOpe
19251. B 11 paiionax Tomcko-Hapsmmckoro IIpno0Obs
JeiicteoBano 207 HauaNnbHBIX IIKOJI, B KOTOPBIX YYWINChH
9 856 nereit, unu 53,7% Bcex AeTel MIKOJIBHOTO BO3pac-
Ta (8—11 ner).

IIxonbHas ceTh paiioHoB Tomckoro okpyra B gexadpe 1925 r. [8. JI. 1-24]

. KommuecTBo MIKOILHUKOB
Paiion KomuectBo YucnaeHHOCTh J1eTel % K obeMy Oy

HaYaJIbHBIX IIKOJ 8-11 ner abc. o

nereit
Boroponckuii 24 2 680 1170 43,6
BoponoBckwmii 20 2264 1193 52,7
3auynsIMCKUi 14 1995 671 33,6
3bIpsHCKUI 21 2314 1276 55,1
Konaposckwuii 36 2 050 1008 49,2
KonmamieBcknii 5 848 579 68,3
Kpupomeunckuii 27 1504 1236 82,2
Mo14aHOB CKH 11 1024 538 52,5
HoBo-KyckoBckuit 24 1668 1062 63,7
ITapabenbckuit 6 749 350 46,7
Tomcko-CeBepHblit 19 1269 773 60,9
Bcero 207 18 365 9 856 53,7

bmwke k konmy 1920-x rr. B ToMCKOM OKpyre Hacuu-
THIBAJIOCH 553 mIKoibl | cTymenn (HavanbHBIE LIKOIBI), B
Kotopbix oOywanmchk 31022 yuenuka (88% Bcex nereit
mIKosbHOro Bo3pacta), u 10 mxon Il crymenn (HemonHble

cpeaHue MKoJbl) ¢ 570 ygammMucs, a TaKke 5 IIKOJ Kpe-

CThsIHCKOM Mononexu (450 yaammuxces) [9. JI. 153, 162].
Kpome 3Toro, Ha MOBBIIIEHUE IPAMOTHOCTH CEINbCKOTI0

HACEJICHHS MOBIHAIN CO3aHUE U AEATEIbHOCTb IIyHKTOB
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JIMKBUJIALMU HETPAaMOTHOCTH — JIMKIYHKTOB. B 1924—
1925 rr. B TomckoMm ye3zae aerictBoBano 209 JIMKIIyHKTOB,
B 1926-1927 r. B ToMckoM okpyre uMencst 221 JIUKITyHKT
[11. JI. 65]. Pe3ynpTaTHBHOCTH MX pabOTHI XOPOLIO BHHA
1o MatepuajaM aemorpaduaeckux nepenuceid: B 1920 r.
B CEJILCKOM MecTHOCTH TOMCKOro ye3/ia HacUHTHIBAJIOCH
65 570 rpamotHbIX (19,5% Bcero cenbcKOro HaceleHus),
K 1926 r. nond rpaMOTHBIX CPEAU CENbCKOrO HAaCEIeHHUs
Tomckoro okpyra Bospocma mo 28% [9. JI. 162; 12.
C. 25]. A o nannbM Bcecoro3Hoii nmepenucn HaceIeHus
1939 r. (mansble Ha Havasmo 1930-x IT. OTCYTCTBYIOT),
JIOJIS TPaMOTHBIX (cTapuie 9 jer) coctaBisuia B ACHHOB-
ckoM paiione 88,8%, B 3rIpstHCKOM paiione — 85,3, B Ko-
’KEBHUKOBCKOM paiioHe — 82,8, B CEIbCKOW MECTHOCTH
Hapemckoro okpyra — 89,5% [13. J1. 44-45].

Ha Bo3pacranme rpaMOTHOCTH HACEJICHHUS OKa3aid
BIMSHHE M POCT YHCIIA CENbCKUX OMOIMOTEK, a TarkKe
(opMHpOBaHNE YUTATEIHCKUX HHTEPECOB KpEcThsiH. B
1921 r. B Tomckom ye3ne neiicrBoBana 21 wu3bda-
quTaNIbHA, 36 OubaHoTeK, a B 1925-1926 rr. B ToMckom
OKpyre y)Xe HacuuThiBajoch 99 u3b-untanen [11. JI. 65].
W3BecTHO, K IpUMeEpy, YTO KUTENN 3BIPSIHCKOTO paiioHa B
1927 r. BeIUCHIBANM cleayromue rasersl: «Cenbckas

npaBaa» (79 ax3.), «Kpectbsickast razera» (41 9k3.),
«tOnsiit neanneny (37 ax3.), «Kpacnoe 3nams» (30 9k3.),
«IIpaBma» u «Momnogast nepeBHs» (1Mo 9 9k3.). BakHo
OTMETHUTb, YTO ITOJIOBUHY BCEH MOANMCKH O(QOPMUIH 3bI-
PSIHCKHE KPECThSHE, @ OCTaJIbHBIE — Pa3JIMYHbIC OpraHH-
3armmu [14. 15 des.].

B 3axioueHue ciemayer OTMETHTh, YTO B HPOAOIIKE-
Hue 1920-x rr. B ToMckoM ye3nie Ha ypOBHE TOCYAapCTBa
W MECTHBIX OpPIaHOB BJIACTH NPHJIATraJINCh YCHIIHUS JUIs
MIPOJBIKEHUS TPAMOTHOCTH CPEIH CEJILCKOT0 HACEITICHUS:
OTKPBIBAJIMCH JIMKITYHKTBI, IIKOJIBI, H30bI-unTainbHu. Ho B
peanuzanuy Mep IO JIMKBUAALMN HErpaMOTHOCTU CPEan
KPECTBhSIHCTBA ObLIM HenocTaTKu. IIpexkae Bcero, mmesno
MECTO CKyZHOe (HMHAHCHpOBaHHWE OOPa30BATEIHHOTO
nporecca. B cemax He XBatano y4eOHBIX 3aBEJCHUM, Ie-
JITarOTMYECKUX KaJpoB, YYEOHHKOB M IIKOJHHOTO MHBEH-
Taps. He ObutH OXBaueHBI MIKOJIEHON CETHIO OTNAJICHHBIE
TEPPUTOPUHU, W B HMTOI'C BCE eIlle 3HAYMTEIbHAs 4YacTh
CeIILCKOT0 HaceJIeHHs OcTaBajlach O€3rpaMOTHOM.

OpHako HpU BCEX 3TUX HENOCTaTKaX KpPECThSHAMH
Tomcko-Hapeivckoro IlpnoObst ObuT chenaH 3aMeTHBINA
miar BHepes 10 IyTH OBJIAJEHHS IPaMOTON M HpHoOIIe-
HUS K KYJBTYype.
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The movement of eradication of illiteracy among Siberian peasantry started at the turn of the 20th centuries, and got a new im-
pulse after the Revolution of 1917. In December 1919, a special decree “On Eradication of Illiteracy among the Population of the
Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic” was published. At the local level, including Tomsk Province, extraordinary commis-
sions for illiteracy eradication, as well as “Doloy negramotnost’ [Down with illiteracy] All-Russian volunteer society, were found-
ed. United efforts of state public education authorities, public organizations and peasant communities resulted in the opening of new
elementary schools and schools for young peasants. They provided not only elementary education, but basic agronomy knowledge,
too. The initial school network of the Tomsk and Narym territory of the Ob region was not big enough. Many children of school age
did not attend schools because of their remote location and lack of places in them. Moreover, many would leave schools before the
end of an academic year because of a difficult financial situation. Schools also faced the problem of lack of pedagogical staff. Rural
teachers received small benefits from rural communities or earned a small salary. As a consequence, they would not stay in a village
for a long time; and many schools were closed. For example, in Petropavlovskaya District there were only 6 schools for 250 pupils,
lack of teachers left 5 other schools closed. In villages located in the suburbs of towns, such as Iglakovo, Rogozhenka, Uspenka,
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Chernilshchikovo and Mikhailovka, schools were empty as the local Department of Public Education had not provided teachers for
them. Literate people with no pedagogical education and even recent elementary school leavers were involved in teaching at schools.
According to the data of 1926, in Tomsk District (including Tomsk) 38 % of school staff had special pedagogical education, 27 %
had general secondary education and 23 % had elementary education. In spite of all the difficulties of illiteracy eradication, the num-
ber of schools and pupils was gradually growing. By the end of the 1920s, in rural areas of Tomsk District there were more than
500 elementary schools which covered 88 % of school age children (from 8 to 11 y.o.). Creation of subdivisions for illiteracy eradi-
cation and their work helped increase literacy among peasantry. In the middle of the 1920s, more than 200 such subdivisions operat-
ed in Tomsk region. The result of their work can be seen in the opening of new reading houses and libraries in Tomsk villages, as
well as in subscription to newspapers and magazines. If in 1921 Tomsk Province had 21 reading houses and 36 libraries, in 1925—
1926 it had 99 reading houses. All of this was the evidence proving that peasants of the Tomsk and Narym Ob territory made a con-
siderable step on the way to literacy and cultural engagement.
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