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In post-Soviet time modernization policy in the Russian Federation was directed at incorporating
into general global order relying on state development strategy. In the context of the present crisis
situations the religious organization role in social transformations is being reconsidered. The Orthodox
Church assists the Russian state in fulfilling social reorganizations guided by spiritual and cultural
traditions of people.

The article describes the process of influence of the Russian Orthodox Church on the formation of
socio-cultural modernization preconditions and content in Russia. Church service in charitable, health
care, cultural and educational spheres aimed at helping the government in achieving social peace and
well-being of citizens is considered. The positive experience and the dynamics of church-state coop-
eration are examined in the social sphere.

Due to the reluctance of the Mass Media to cover the church themes, there arises a problem of
monitoring the positive results of the joint activities of the church and government institutions to sup-
port the troubled and disadvantaged groups of people.

The author has come to the following conclusions:
– the coincidence of state and church interests in the social activity allows the Russian Orthodox

Church to actively participate in the process of public life modernization;
– the decision of the government to expand the sphere of church influence is due to the social mo-

tivation of church institutions activity, to the spiritual needs of society, and to the support of church
initiatives in the social sphere by the majority of Russians;

– the most important aspect of the social activity of the Church is to broadcast spiritual and moral
patterns and an appeal to the state and society to be modernized on the basis of the Christian doctrine
of mercy and charity;

– through rendering financial and spiritual assistance to the needy the Church seeks to contribute
to the achievement of social justice and overcoming the crisis in the sphere of culture, education and
health care.

The methodological basis of the study is a systematic analysis of the main trends in social work of
the Russian Orthodox Church and different assessments of the church impact on public life. When
considering social projects with the participation of religious institutions, an institutional approach was

http://socialrpc.ru/
http://sreda.org/ru/2012/tsifryi-o-vere-i-tsennostyah-may-2012-analiticheskiy-obzor-ot-sluzhbyi-
https://depsd.tomsk.gov.ru/Otcheti-i-dokladi-o-deyatelynosti
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used. The empirical base includes the analysis of documents and the secondary data analysis of several
sociological studies concerning the methods of realizing the Church policy.
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