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Questions of the emergence and development of the Japanese museums and museology are insuf-
ficiently explored in European science. Nevertheless, the study of Japanese proto-museum forms dur-
ing its isolation from the other countries will allow to compare the phenomenon of the emergence of
museums in different parts of the world, and to conclude, the museum is only a phenomenon of Euro-
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pean culture or an international phenomenon, natural for the development of culture, education and
science in each country.

The author seeks to trace the tasks of different exhibitions (promoting scientific advances, educa-
tional and entertaining), and to note the primordial bond of emergence of museums and emergence of
education and science, characteristic even for Japan.

The purpose of the article is to give the reader some information on the first Japanese proto-
museum forms – the exhibition-bussankai, – and its variations – the «yakuhinkai» (medicines exhibi-
tion) or the «hondzoukai» (exhibition of medicinal plants) and exhibition of stones. Its appeared in the
middle of the 18th century, even before the Japanese brought the museum form from Western coun-
tries. Thus, the existence of these exhibitions proves, that proto-museum form is a natural phenomenon
of human culture, education and scientific knowledge. Have been analyzed complex and not having
analogues in the domestic museology the term «bussankay», based on the values of characters and the
essence of this historical phenomenon of this type of Japanese exhibitions. The article tells about exhi-
bitions-bussankai, conducted herbalists Tamura Ransui and his student Hiraga Gennai. Interests of
Hiraga Gennai as the demonstrating of tasks of his exhibition-bussankai are described. The article tells
about one of these exhibitions as a typical exhibition-bussankay, its structure and exhibits, and de-
scribes one of the first Japanese catalog of exhibition. Examples of other kind exhibition-bussankay are
presented. Its based on the collections of stones, belonging to people of different social classes – the
industrialists, the monks, the people of samurai environment. Related to organization of exhibitions
phenomenons was shown – creation of catalogs of exhibition and fabrication of the amateur classifica-
tion for exhibits.

At the end of this article author substantiates, why bussankay are proto-museum forms by com-
paring them with the a modern activities of museums.

The article can be useful not only to experts of museum sciences, but also to those who study the
national features of formation of education and science in Japan and Asia.

References

1. Kotobank.jp. (n.d.) Kotobanku khyakka-dziten [The Cotobank Encyclopaedic Dictionary].
[Online]. Available from: https://kotobank.jp/. (Accessed: 20th January 2017).

2. Kanayama, E. (1999) Gendzay idzen no khakubutsukan-siso: to kingenday-khakubutsukan-no
keyseysi ni kansuru ichiko[The study of museum ideas to the New Time and the history of the modern
museum formation]. Kokugakuin-dygaku habutsukan gaku-kenkyu-sitsu – Research Bulletin of the
University of Kokugakuin. 24. pp. 1–50.

3. Bowring, R. (2016) In Search of the Way: Thought and Religion in Early-Modern Japan,
1582–1860. Oxford University Press.

4. University of Tokyo Library. (2006) Va-no sekunin-tati Nanki-ni miru Edo-no mono dzukuri
[Our masters: products of the Edo period in Nanki]. [Online] Available from: http://www.lib.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/tenjikai/tenjikai2006/shiryo_03.html. (20th January 2017).

5. Khiroaki, Ya. (2014). Rekisi-no naka-no myu:dziamu. Ke:i-no kheya kara daygaku-
khakubutsukan made [Something from the history of museums. From the Kunstkammer to university
museums). Tokio: Se:vado.

https://:@kotobank.jp/.
http://:@www.lib.u-/



