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The genre “solemn ode” demanded correlating events of modernity with great dates of
the past and deeds of the ancestors. The solemn ode were written for a certain date, associ-
ated either with military victories or major public holidays. “Praisful” odes were created
for the “glorification” of the monarch, and acquired the status of a document fixing the
power intention in society. Solemn odes have a dual semantics. On the one hand, they
teach the power to be legitimate. On the other, they teach people to understand the power
and serve it.

The first experience of Lomonosov’s “solemn” ode dates back to 1739. The word
“power” in his first odes refers to the Russian state and its military victories.

A new motif appears in Lomonosov’s historical odes of the 1740s, that of the histori-
cal succession of power: from the ancient princes to Peter I, and from him to the contempo-
rary monarchs.

With the accession to the throne of Empress Elizabeth, Lomonosov received a prefer-
ential right to write and present “solemn” odes. In these odes the legitimation of power is
realised through an appeal to “tradition”, “right” and “universal (divine) justice”. In addi-
tion, an important part of “justification of power” is a statement that the power of Elizabeth
is “beneficial” for the country. Odes by Sumarokov and Trediakovsky express similar
views. But their odes are secondary to Lomonosov’s.

At the end of the 1940s Lomonosov odes introduce an important legitimating motive:
“happiness” of the country ruled by the Empress. “Happiness” refers not only to well-
being, but also to development. An important part of this “happiness” is the monarch’s
patronage over science and education.

The semantic field of power in Lomonosov’s odes constantly changes under the influ-
ence of external and internal factors. Becoming older and more experienced he felt the
strength (and inner right) to go from praise to instruction.

Lomonosov finds examples in history to prove the concept of power he has developed
in the middle – the second half of the 1740s viable. This concept has three key elements:
the continuation of the policy of Peter I; a good understanding of Russia as its strength
resulting from its military victories and the development of science; the heroic behaviour of
the monarch, his/her personal exploits. In wartime such heroism leads to victory, in times
of peace to a feat in sciences and management. The concept is crowned with God’s bless-
ing of a worthy ruler. This blessing is obvious to all, but in the first place to the author of
the praiseful and solemn odes.
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ITALIAN TEXT IN THE CRITICAL WORKS AND CORRESPONDENCE BY
I.V. KIREYEVSKY

Imagologiya i komparativistika – Imagology and Comparative Studies, 2017, 1(7),
pp. 26–51. DOI: 10.17223/24099554/7/2

Yulia E. Pushkareva, Tomsk State University (Tomsk, Russian Federation). E-mail:
pia11@yandex.ru

Keywords: Lyubomudry, Ivan Vasilyevich Kireyevsky, Italian text, cultural dialogue,
Slavophilism.

Italian text occupies an important place in the works by the Lyubomudry, who started
a new stage in the cultural dialogue between Russia and Europe. These authors represented
Italy as a real space and a cultural phenomenon (as in the stories by Pogodin and Pavlov,
the journey notes and poetry by Shevyrev), a philosophic phenomenon (Odoevsky’s prose),
a personal psychological experience (the works by Shevyrev, Venevitinov). Italian text
found an original interpretation in the works by I.V. Kireyevsky as well. When young, he
was a member of the Society of Lyubomudriye and supported the idea of the cultural dia-
logue between Russia and Europe. Later his views changed: he came to Slavophilism and
religious pursuits. However, his ideas about global and Russian development, the role of
religion for the culture, and the laws of literary process form a unifying vision. As one of
the Lyubomudry, Kireyevsky was interested in the problems of cognition, philosophy of
art, European and Russian education. These themes became central in his articles and let-
ters. Moreover, Italy was important for his biography: when young, Kireyevsky was going
to visit Italy during his educational journey through Europe. The journey was suddenly
interrupted to make Italy his unrealised dream. In the letters written by young Kireyevsky,
Italy gets a positive estimation as a romantic ideal. The phenomenon of Italy is connected
with the heritage of classical antiquity and the Renaissance, the mythologeme of the South
as an earthly paradise. The works by Ariosto and Tasso, the masterpieces by Raphael and
Corregio make Kireyevsky think of art perception and the beauty as a philosophic cate-
gory. Italian text in Kireyevsky’s articles is more special. Italy is usually on the periphery
of his attention, either included in the broad European context or placed inferior to Ger-
many, England, and France. Italy may become an element of comparison (opposed to Rus-
sia, Germany, and the USA), but only the subordinate one. Kireyevsky reduces almost all
the romantic stereotypes connected with Italy to objectively comprehend its art and history.
A special important theme is Italian Catholicism, which, according to Kireyevsky, serves
as the stem for European rational cognition. Besides, Italy does not become an empiric
space – Kireyevsky does not focus on definite Italian topoi or personalities. It remains an
abstraction, which is used exclusively for the analysis. It is possible to trace two lines in
Kireyevsky’s articles containing Italian text: aesthetic and historiosophic. The first is found
in “Something on the character of Pushkin’s poetry”, “About Russian women writers”,
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“About the language of Yazykov”, etc., where Kireyevsky discusses contacts between
Russian and Italian literature and describes the worldview in Italian art, or dwells on the
destiny of princess Z. Volkonskaya – a writer and the Lyubomudry’ “muse”, whose emi-
gration had a great influence on their works. The articles of the second line (“The review of
modern literature status”, “The nineteenth century”, “In response to A.S. Khomyakov”)
demonstrate Kireyevsky’s transition to Slavophilism. He renounces the ideas of cultural
dialogue between Russia and Europe. Italy of the 19th century and of the past is brought
closer to Russia; Italian culture is opposed to German or French, as being more sensual and
less rational, and to American, as being free from mercantilism. However, Italy is often
viewed unfavourably, because it is a part of the Western civilization, which has chosen, in
Kireyevsky’s opinion, the wrong way of development.
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The paper is prepared within Project IUT 34-30 “Ideology of Translation and Interpre-
tation of Ideology: Mechanisms of Cultural Dynamics under the Russian Empire and So-
viet Power in Estonia in the 19th–20th Centuries.”

The study is based on two texts of the Russian emigrant Vladimir E. Gushchik (1892–
1947): the article “Kuprin has left” (1938) and the unpublished essay “The Great Heart
(Another page of M. Gorky’s life). Memories” (1940). Analysing the articles and the his-
tory of the writer’s relationships with his contemporaries, the author focuses on how Gush-
chik perceived and assessed social and cultural figures who lived in emigration and in the
USSR. This method allowed describing two stages in the ideological evolution of the for-
mer Northwestern Army officer N.N. Yudenich, who, since the late 1930s, was getting
more loyal to the USSR to become a secret agent in the spring of 1940, a few months be-
fore the annexation of Estonia. Personal contacts between Kuprin and Gushchik, who ex-
changed books and held correspondence, demonstrated their warm friendly feelings and
gave each of them creative impulses. Gushchik perceived Kuprin as a literary and personal
authority, which determined the complete acceptance of his position in the article “Kuprin
has left.” As it follows from Kuprin’s letters to Gushchik, the writer, who had returned
from emigration, agreed to remain silent and not to criticise the USSR in the exchange for
maintenance and quiet life. Kuprin’s death was an important impetus to Gushchik’s reflec-
tions on his future, as it is reflected in “Prosaic poems (On the death of Kuprin)”, published
in the collection of short stories “Life” (1939). The rapprochement with the Estonian, and
later with the Soviet power in 1939–1940 seemed to the writer the right choice to escape
from the growing sense of hopelessness. After the annexation of Estonia in July 1940,
Gushchik was a member of the Ministry of the Interior and served as a boundary secretary,
but in August he was transferred to the Tallinn City Administrative Department, and then
appointed to the much less prestigious post as Director of the Zoo. On January 4, 1941,
Gushchik was arrested by the NKVD. Two months before his arrest, in October 1940, he
wrote his  memoir of A.M. Gorky “The Great  Heart”,  which tells  how Gorky tried to pa-
tronise the cartoonist P.E. Shcherbov. Gushchik emphasises that Gorky did not distinguish
between his literary and defense activities. Gorky’s creativity and life are integral and in-
separable, being united by the writer’s humanism. The writer is represented as an integral
and disinterested, morally impeccable personality, an ideal role model to be admired.
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pp. 71–76. DOI: 10.17223/24099554/7/4
Vitaliy S. Kiselev, Tomsk State University (Tomsk, Russian Federation).
E-mail: kv-uliss@mail.ru
Keywords: conference, paper, national, colonial, imperial, Russian literature.

In this collection the reader is offered papers prepared by the authors on the basis of
the reports at the International Academic Conference “The National, the Imperial, the Co-
lonial in Russian Literature” held on 22–23 September 2016 in Tomsk. More than 30 scien-
tists from various universities and research institutes of Russia (Tomsk State University,
Tomsk Polytechnic University, Siberian Federal University, Novosibirsk State Pedagogical
University, Perm State University, Higher School of Economics, Gorno-Altaisk State Uni-
versity, Institute of History and Archeology of the UrB RAS) and European countries
(Tartu University, University of Basel, University of Tübingen, University of Greifswald,
Ruhr University, Humboldt University of Berlin).

The mission of the conference was to discuss the role, character and tools of Russian
literature in reflecting and modeling the imperial-colonial and nation-building experience
at different stages of cultural evolution, pre-modern, modern and post-modern ones. The
problem is extremely relevant for contemporary literary criticism, as it represents a com-
plex of key issues arising in the construction of the history of literature. At present, the
history of literature increasingly abandons constructions on the basis of national division
only, and is forced to take into account both the historical dynamics of the forms of the pre-
national and post-national literary community and the role of ethnoterritorial variants of
literary identity relevant to heterogeneous cultural entities, such as the Russian Empire, the
USSR or the Russian Federation.

Methodologically, the authors of this issue proceed from a single non-essential postu-
late of literature as a result of collective modeling designed to form a general artistic pic-
ture of the world and to organise cultural interactions in a certain sociopolitical, historically
changing community, thereby legitimising its existence through the modeling of one or
another identity. For Russian literature, this community was represented by an empire,
which was a supranational community of subjects, for which the most important element of
identity was commitment to the state. This determined the limited formation of the nar-

mailto:kv-uliss:@mail.ru
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row ethnic component and the shift of emphasis to imperial universalising problems and
forms of the literary process, implying the active invitation of local ethno-territorial
elites to the nation-wide cultural construction. This did not cancel the possibility of co-
lonial dominance, competition or conflict of local literary identities, but the tiered multi-
layered organization of imperial identity as a whole, assuming no absolute boundaries
between regional-territorial, ethnic, social-group, subcultural communities, became a
distinctive feature of Russian literature. With such a formulation of the problem, it is
possible to create a historically concrete and differentiated picture of the development of
Russian literature not only as local and national, but also as as a dynamic system em-
bedded in literary communication at a supranational scale.

The papers of this issue contribute to the study of imperial imagology and institutional
forms of the participation of Russian literature in imperial cultural construction that on an
updated methodological basis continues the ideas of previous international conferences
organised by Tomsk State University Department of Russian and Foreign Literature or
conducted with its participation: “American Studies in Siberia” (1995–2005), “European
Studies in Siberia” (1998–2004), “Euro-Asian Cultural Dialogue in the Communicative
Space of Language and Text” (2005), “Images of Italy in Russian Literature” (2009, 2011),
“Russia–Italy–Germany: Travel Literature” (2013).

The first series of publications on the results of the conference rightfully opens with
the paper by A.S. Yanushkevich, an outstanding scholar who determined the image of the
Tomsk Philological School, and prematurely passed away in November 2016. The paper
outlines the specifics of the cultural participation of V.A. Zhukovsky in the imperial ideo-
logical construction of the first half of the 19th century. Observing the works and personal
documents of the poet from the 1810s to the 1840s, A.S. Yanushkevich stresses his un-
changing attitude toward the spiritual and aesthetic education and responsibility of the
power. The paper by O.B. Lebedeva (Tomsk State University) continues this thesis, de-
scribing the role of the personality-reflexive principle in V.A. Zhukovsky’s epistle “To
Voeikov”, which became a certain equivalent of the national verse epic, never created by
Russian literature, as a model of the subjective internalization of the imperial-colonial
experience.

The following three articles overview the evolution of the ethno-cultural “imperial
imaginary” in the literature of the mid-19th century. The paper by E.K. Sozina (UrB RAS)
identifies types of documentary narrative in the magazine Zavolzhskiy muravey [Trans-
Volga Ant], indicative of the generally accepted strategy for representing the national
world of the imperial borderlands. The papers by P.V. Alekseev (Gorno-Altaisk State Uni-
versity) and K.V. Anisimov (Siberian Federal University), on the contrary, accentuate
individual artistic and life-building intentions of F.M. Dostoevsky and L.N. Tolstoy respec-
tively, departing from the orientalist-colonial schemes in the comprehension of oriental
motifs (Mahomet’s pitcher) and the life of the Bashkirs.
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Reflections on the fate of the imperial experience in the culture and literature of the
twentieth century continue in the papers by S. Frank (Berlin University) and V.V. Marosi
(Novosibirsk State Pedagogical University). The first part of the voluminous work by S.
Frank outlines the symbolic constants that determined the “Solovki text” of Russian litera-
ture, and offers an overview of its evolution from the 16th to the 20th century. V.V. Ma-
roshi’s paper addresses modern literature in its popular genre variants of journalism, specu-
lative fiction, “historical alternative”, and interprets approaches to the actual reception of
the imperial idea embodied in the image of the Great Mongolian Empire.

The other papers of the International Academic Conference “The National, the Impe-
rial, the Colonial in Russian Literature” will be published in the following issues of the
journal.
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V.A. Zhukovsky is an exemplary representative of the imperial text of Russian
culture. All his poetic, pedagogical and social activities, almost a 25-year life at the
royal court and dialogue with the authorities marked the semiosphere of this concept.
The poetic trilogy of young Zhukovsky (“The Song of the Bard over the Coffin of the
Slavic Winners” (1806), “The Singer in the Camp of the Russian Warriors” (1812)
and “The Singer in the Kremlin” (1814–1816)) marked a new view on the problem of
civic poetry. His epistle “To Emperor Alexander” (1814) marked the orientation to a
dialogue with the authorities, the self-determination of the poet as the spokesman of
the national consciousness.

In 1817, Zhukovsky’s service at the court began; he regarded it as a culture triggering
mission. More than 300 letters to the royal people contain the most important events of
Russian and European history from the Napoleonic wars, the Decembrist uprising on 14
December 1825 to the revolution of 1848 in Germany. They are also a behavioural gesture,
a word in defence of the persecuted, the humiliated, the unjustly accused. In these letters,
the teacher and mentor constantly spoke about the usefulness of history for rulers. Many of
these letters were published in periodicals, and organically combined the imperial text with
the national one.

Having completed his pedagogical activities after his marriage and departure to Ger-
many, Zhukovsky gives lessons of political pedagogy to Russian society. His journalism in
the 1840s is an original experiment to create a national idea based on the experience of
modern European life. The bearer of the ideas of “world-wide responsiveness”, who did a
lot as a translator for the propaganda of the world culture, Zhukovsky could not turn into a
Slavophile. A sober realisation of the consequences of European civilization and of the
abuse of democratic reforms leading to anarchy and proletarianisation of society and, as a
consequence, to the revolution did not make him a Westerner. Unlike the ideologists of the
official nationality, he viewed autocracy and Orthodoxy as a developing phenomenon and
warned against their apologetics.
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subjectivity.

In the hierarchy of the classical genres of the 18th – first third of the 19th centuries,
the leading position belongs to the national verse epic that never gave Russian literature
any recognised samples. The reason to it was the ideology of personalism assimilated by
the Russian culture of the Modern Times in the process of its Europeanisation. It contra-
dicted the traditionally despotic character of Russian statehood. The interiorisation of geo-
politics and its transformation into a factor of the personal life of a private person is
emblematically represented in the epistle “To Voeikov” (1814) by V.A. Zhukovsky, a
consistent statist in the ideological position, yet one of the most self-conscious lyricists of
Russian literature. In a sense, the epistle displaced the idea of the poem “Vladimir”, which
was thought to be a model of the national epic.

At all the levels of poetics, the lyrical and epic elements of the epistle are in constant
interaction. Its compositional core is the structure of a lyrical subject, uniting a private
person, a citizen of his country and a poet. First of all, the atypical plot attracts attention: it
is an appeal to the semi-legendary, semi-historical personality of Prince Vladimir of Kiev.
Many associative parallels connected him with all the key epochs of the formation of the
Russian mentality and Russian statehood. Parts of the plot were significant “laboratory”
auto-reminiscences from “The Tale of Igor’s Campaign” (Yaroslavna’s Lament)
Zhukovsky soon translated and from the ballad “Vadim”.

The modern battle epic is also reflected in Zhukovsky’s epistle, but not in an objec-
tively narrative, but in an intimate lyric manner: the motifs of memories of the war of 1812
are introduced into the epistle through the biography of the addressee. Voeikov’s postwar
journey in the interpretation of Zhukovsky creates a powerful associative field of potential
reflection on the historical shaping of state borders and on the formation of the territory of
Russia, contemporary with the two poets, in the course of its national liberation wars (from
Batu to Napoleon) and conquering campaigns (from the epoch of Ivan the Terrible to the
Treaty of Gulistan that ended the Russo-Persian war of 1803–1813.
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«AMONGST THE CHUVASH, THE TATARS AND THE MORDOVIANS . . .»:
EASTERN RUSSIA IN THE KAZAN MAGAZINE ZAVOLZHSKIY MURAVEY

Imagologiya i komparativistika – Imagology and Comparative Studies, 2017, 1(7), pp.
108–125. DOI: 10.17223/24099554/7/7

Elena K. Sozina, Institute of History and Archaeology of the Ural Branch of RAS
(Yekaterinburg, Russian Federation). E-mail: elenasozina1@rambler.ru

Keywords: polyethnicity, ethnographic materials, fiction, narrative, oriental dis-
course, travelogues.

The paper is prepared within Project No. 16-04-00118 of the Russian Foundation for
the Humanities “On the Border of Literature and Fact: Languages of Self-Description in
the Periodical Press of the Urals and the Northern Cisurals of the 19th – the first third of
the 20th centuries”.

The magazine Zavolzhskiy muravey [Trans-Volga Ant], which was issued in Kazan in
1832–1834, is examined in the article. The magazine was positioned as an official organ of
the Trans-Volga District or Eastern Russia as a whole; it presented Kazan and Kazan Prov-
ince as a Eurasian region situated on the border of Europe and Asia, East and West. The
history of the region was examined in the magazine from this perspective: Volga Bulgaria
was declared a homeland of the people who lived along the Volga River. An assertion of
their originality was expressed in the repulsion from Moscow and in the constant accentua-
tion of the multinational and multicultural nature of the region, whose eastern borders were
not clearly outlined and stretched up to the Pacific Ocean. Factual ethnographic, historical
and descriptive-geographical materials of the magazine are of greatest interest. The impe-
rial-colonial discourse of the edition is developed in these materials: it has a number of
specific features which are connected with the globalist pretensions of the magazine that
united the eastern and Siberian topics. Three types of narratives are distinguished in the
publications of Zavolzhskiy muravey in accordance with the three groups of peoples of the
Trans-Volga region the magazine authors described. These types are: 1) the Kirghiz-
Kaysak discourse about the steppe people of the neighboring Orenburg Province and Sibe-
ria  (the  authors  of Zavolzhskiy muravey also  considered  these  areas  as  part  of  the  Trans-
Volga region) who were mostly alien to their Russian neighbors; about Siberian peoples
(e.g., “The Nomadic Peoples of Turukhanskiy Krai” by Colonel Maslov and others);
2) ethnographic materials about the closer peoples of the Volga region: the Chuvash, the
Mari, the Tatars and the Mordovians which were often published together with oral folk art
materials. A.A. Fuks’s collection of materials about her visit to the Chuvash is worth men-
tioning in this respect in which she aspired to show the most integral and precise image of
the mode of life of the neighboring people and impressions of what she had seen; 3) the
Bashkir discourse about the neighboring people in which “semi-fiction”, i.e. artistic-
ethnographic, works are presented such as The Image of Life of the Bashkir People by
P. Razmakhnin, a Bashkir-style story by N. Kaftannikov Araslan-Babr and others. Thus,
the magazine stimulated the development of ethnographic fiction – a particular trend in the
evolution of Russian literature of the middle and the second part of the 19th century. The
paper shows that it is documentary narratives that depended on the ideological stereotypes
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and ethnocentrist directives of that time more often than artistic texts that usually corre-
sponded with the literary etiquette of the Russian literature of the 1820s–1830s.
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The paper examines the genesis and functions of the Oriental motif of Mahomet’s
pitcher in his perception of epilepsy. Mahomet’s pitcher is one of the most remarkable
Oriental images, representing the specificity of Dostoevsky’s Orientalism. In his works this
image appears explicitly in The Idiot (1868) and Demons (1871–1872), implicitly in his
notebooks of 1864s–1865s years, and as a hidden motif in the image of Smerdyakov in The
Brothers Karamazov (1879–1880), which, without doubts, is indicative of a well-
established literary motif. The main sources for this motif were Mahomet and His Succes-
sors (1849) by W. Irving in the Russian translation of 1857, ohammed der Prophet, sein
Leben und seine Lehre (1843), by G. Weil, On Heroes, Hero-Worship and the Heroic in
History (1841) by T. Carlyle. The underlying source for the motif complex of epilepsy,
Mahomet and the epiphany of existence in Russian literature was A. Pushkin’s poem The
Prophet (1826). In this paper the author makes an assumption about the proximity between
the images of Mahomet and the persona in The Prophet in terms of epilepsy literary recep-
tion, which was very important for Dostoevsky. The most important function of this motif
is that of identification. In its turn, it determines the others: narrative (participation in the
development of storylines), intertextual (linking with other Dostoevsky’s works and Rus-
sia, Oriental and Western literary traditions), philosophical (a new look at the spatial-
temporal organization of the world) and ethical (participation in solving the problem of true
and false statements).
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«…IN A TATTERED WAGON, AMID CHICKENS AND KIND BASHKIRS”:
LEO TOLSTOY INVERTS WESTERN ORIENTALISM (CREATIVITY AND
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The paper is prepared within the integration project of the UrB RAS “Formation of
National Art Systems of Perm Literatures in the Sociocultural Landscape of Russia at the
end of the 19th – in the first half of the 20th centuries”.

In the time of Alexander II’s Great Reforms the Russian settlers’ advance in the
regions of the Volga and the southern Urals presupposed the inclusion of territories,
where Bashkirs were leading their nomadic life, into the regimes of administrative
distribution and buy / sell operations. The takeover of these lands was permitted by a
special Order that was issued on Feb. 10, 1869. Hence, the frontier spaces which by
that time had been submitted to the special forms of imperial control were now
equated with the so called “internal governorates”. However, the whole process was
slow and full of contradictions because of numerous violations that were accompany-
ing the substitution of the “natural” way of life with administrative compulsion and
cruel economic rationalism. Tolstoy’s comprehension of these realities was directed
along two ways: firstly, to the artistic representation (the novel Anna Karenina and a
number of short stories based on the Bashkir theme) and, secondly, to the elaboration
of the symbolic gesticulation of a man who was systematically practicing summer
voyages, unexpected in the cultural context of the time, to the steppe for medical
treatment with kumis and, as Tolstoy himself put it later, for living a “zoological life”.
This preoccupation with “zoological life” was represented as a procession of theatrical
scenes overtly directed to the external observer who could see the situations of chang-
ing dress with the following confusion of social statuses and experiments with corpo-
rality expressed in physical competitions with the Bashkirs (wrestling, swimming,

mailto:kianisimov2009:@yandex.ru


. 163

horse race). The introduction of the Bashkir experience into the narrative was regu-
lated by the general understanding of colonization as an impersonal “relocation” (“ob-
taining places is the only purpose of history”) of peoples when the role of the authori-
ties was symbolically abolished by the author. The embodiment of this ideological
concept in the narrative of Anna Karenina, firstly, brought into action one metatextual
device that had already been noticed by literary scholars – discredit of a character who
is adherent to writing, scripting, “paper affairs” which are juxtaposed to the “affairs of
life”. Secondly, in the semiotic perspective the question is about Tolstoy’s polemics
with the very principle of how sign forms conceived by the novelist as “reflections of
life” are produced. The entwining of the theme of aborigines who live in the con-
cocted “Zaraysk Governorate” (which never existed in reality) with this philosophic
and aesthetic discussion, the immersion of Alexei Karenin, the main incarnation of
power in the novel, in the problems of nomads – all this converts a number of corre-
sponding episodes of the narration into situations that resemble postcolonial writing
and its pivotal themes – seeking an authentic identity, experiencing hybridisation,
collision of diverse social and behavioural languages.
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This paper is an attempt to describe the “Solovki text” of Russian literature. Its first
part raises the question of the symbolic continuity of the topos with a changing historical
destiny and, accordingly, with a radical semantic conversion from the monastery to the
Gulag. It also focuses on systematising the material and reviewing its evolution from an-
cient history to the middle of the 20th century. The liminal topos of the Solovetsky Islands
and the centers of Russian culture and political power had continuous, though various rela-
tions.  Basing on this,  it  is  possible to designate the semiotics of the spiritual,  cultural  and
political potential of Solovki as a local text as “the centre on the edge.” The fates of key
figures in Russian history were connected with the Solovki for centuries. Since the six-
teenth century, Solovki have always been a stronghold of alienation and dissent. At times,
the islands were the focus of a fierce confrontation with the central political power. They
always were the outpost of imperial expansion and defense, and later an experimental
model of Russia’s new political  system. The following evolution stages can be singled in
the “Solovki text”:

1. Colonial texts. The first hagiographies and chronicles of the 16th century realise the
strategy of the topos development through its Christianisation and sanctification in the
corresponding narrative of symbolic and actual colonisation and civilisation.
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2. Provincial text, or the text of internal colonization. The second stage of the Solovky
text evolution occurs in the late 19th century (after the British attack during the Crimean
War) and in the early 20th century, with the gradual closing of the Solovki prisons, which
used to be main places of political exile and imprisonment (1903) for centuries. It was also
the time when the monastic economy flourished, and the monastery experienced a massive
influx of pilgrims and tourists, including numerous artists and writers (S. Maksimov,
V. Nemirovich-Danchenko, M. Prishvin).

3. The Soviet era created the “Solovki text” as a kind of metonymy, or synecdoche, in
two versions simultaneously: both in the works of Soviet ideologists, primarily M. Gorky
(“In the Soviet Union” and in the propaganda film “Solovki” (both in 1927)), and in the
memoirs of the Solovki Prison Camp inmates, the camp was presented as a model of soci-
ety as a whole, thus acting as a pars pro toto of the entire Soviet Union.

4. “The Gulag Archipelago” is the starting intertextual point for the later Soviet and
Post-Soviet version of the Solovky text, which can be called the experience of national
historical typification. This definition implies a view of the Solovki history as the stages of
the formation of a self-identical topos with a huge symbolic potential for all Russia.
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The role of the great Mongolian Empire in the formation of the Russian Empire was
studied in the 1920s by the Eurasianists and Lev Gumilev, and from the early 1990s – by
the Neo-Eurasianists. During the crisis and the collapse of the Soviet Union, the historical
facts ceded to the poetic rhetoric and the need for a new gathering of lost territories. One of
the first who responded to the challenge was a Siberian Eurasian poet V. Beryazev. The
return of Genghis Khan in his lyrics and poems is determined primarily by the moral im-
peratives of justice and statehood, ethos of allegiance and loyalty. The Russian fantasy
fiction of the late 1990s formed a narrative of the return of Empire in an alternate past or
near future. The Chinese Empire becomes the strongest rival of the Mongolian, as for ex-
ample, in the cycle of novels The Eurasian Symphony by V. Rybakov and I. Alimov, in
which China and Mongolia unite with Russia into a single state named Ordus. In The White
Raven by P. Krusanov, Russia is represented as a Eurasian nomadic Empire, starting war
with China which attempts to annex Mongolia. In The Engineer’s Town by V. Otroshenko,
Russian and Mongolian empires coexist in the present, in parallel time-worlds within the
single Eurasian space of southern steppes and fragments of the cumbersome Russian Em-
pire of the nineteenth century. From time to time both empires encounter in the steppe or
approach each other too close. This phantasmagorial writing should be viewed rather in the
tradition of satirical grotesque and absurdism of Russian authorities in literature. The
pseudo-historical The Empire by G.V. Nosovsky and A.T. Fomenko as well as journalism
of one of the leaders of modern mass-literature A. Bushkov (“Russia that did not exist:
Riddles, versions, hypothesis”, “Genghis Khan. The Unknown Asia”) deny the historical
existence of either the Mongols or the Mongol Empire, which become part of the historical
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Muscovy. The level of development of the Mongol Empire is incorrectly compared to
modern Mongolia. The authors widely use quasi-etymological studies that allow russifica-
tion of Mongolian names and toponyms.
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