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The genre “solemn ode” demanded correlating events of modernity with great dates of
the past and deeds of the ancestors. The solemn ode were written for a certain date, associ-
ated either with military victories or major public holidays. “Praisful” odes were created
for the “glorification” of the monarch, and acquired the status of a document fixing the
power intention in society. Solemn odes have a dual semantics. On the one hand, they
teach the power to be legitimate. On the other, they teach people to understand the power
and serve it.

The first experience of Lomonosov’s “solemn” ode dates back to 1739. The word
“power” in his first odes refers to the Russian state and its military victories.

A new motif appears in Lomonosov’s historical odes of the 1740s, that of the histori-
cal succession of power: from the ancient princes to Peter I, and from him to the contempo-
rary monarchs.

With the accession to the throne of Empress Elizabeth, Lomonosov received a prefer-
ential right to write and present “solemn” odes. In these odes the legitimation of power is
realised through an appeal to “tradition”, “right” and “universal (divine) justice”. In addi-
tion, an important part of “justification of power” is a statement that the power of Elizabeth
is “beneficial” for the country. Odes by Sumarokov and Trediakovsky express similar
views. But their odes are secondary to Lomonosov’s.

At the end of the 1940s Lomonosov odes introduce an important legitimating motive:
“happiness” of the country ruled by the Empress. “Happiness” refers not only to well-
being, but also to development. An important part of this “happiness” is the monarch’s
patronage over science and education.

The semantic field of power in Lomonosov’s odes constantly changes under the influ-
ence of external and internal factors. Becoming older and more experienced he felt the
strength (and inner right) to go from praise to instruction.

Lomonosov finds examples in history to prove the concept of power he has developed
in the middle – the second half of the 1740s viable. This concept has three key elements:
the continuation of the policy of Peter I; a good understanding of Russia as its strength
resulting from its military victories and the development of science; the heroic behaviour of
the monarch, his/her personal exploits. In wartime such heroism leads to victory, in times
of peace to a feat in sciences and management. The concept is crowned with God’s bless-
ing of a worthy ruler. This blessing is obvious to all, but in the first place to the author of
the praiseful and solemn odes.

References

1. Alekseeva, N.Yu. (2005) Russkaya oda. Razvitie odicheskoy formy v XVII – XVIII
vekakh [Russian ode. Development of the ode form in the 17th– 18th centuries]. St. Peters-
burg: Nauka.

2. Bukharkin, P.E. (2011) M.V. Lomonosov v istorii russkogo slova [M.V. Lomonosov
in the history of the Russian word]. St. Petersburg: Nestor-Istoriya.

3. Gasparov, M.L. (1980) Poeziya Pindara [Poetry of Pindar]. In: Gasparov, M.L.
(ed.) Pindar, Vakkhilid. Ody. Fragmenty [Pindar, Bacchylides. Odes. Fragments]. Moscow:
Nauka.

4. Lyotard, J.-F. (1998) Sostoyanie postmoderna [The state of postmodernity]. St. Pe-
tersburg: Aleteyya.

5. Pogosyan, E.A. (1997) Vostorg russkoy ody i reshenie temy poeta v russkom pane-
girike 1730–1762 gg. [Delight of the Russian ode and solution of the theme of the poet in



. 25

the Russian panegyric of 1730–1762]. Tartu: Tartu Ülikooli Kirjastus. [Online] Available
from: http://www.ruthenia.ru/document/534639.html#p.3. (Accessed: 09th October 2015).

6. Pumpyanskiy, L.V. (1983) Lomonosov i nemetskaya shkola razuma [Lomonosov
and the German school of reason]. In: Kochetkova, N.D. XVIII vek [18th century]. Vol. 14.
Leningrad: Nauka. pp. 3–44.

7. Serman, I.Z. (2006) Ody Lomonosova i poetika shkol’noy dramy [Odes by Lo-
monosov and the poetics of the school drama]. In: Kochetkova, N.D. XVIII vek [18th cen-
tury]. Vol. 24. Leningrad: Nauka. pp. 4–14.

8. Lomonosov, M.V. (1959) Polnoe sobranie sochineniy: v 10 t. [Complete Works: in
10 vols]. Vol. 8. Moscow; Leningrad: USSR AS.

9. Musorina, L.A. (2000) [Odes, III 30: Imitations of the thirtieth Ode of Horace in
Russian literature]. Nauka. Universitet [Science. University]. Proceedings of the First Con-
ference. Novosibirsk: Novyy sibirskiy universitet. pp. 86–90. (In Russian).

10. Salova, S.A. (2005) Utro russkoy anakreotiki: A.D. Kantemir, M.V. Lomonosov,
A.P. Sumarokov [The Dawn of the Russian Anacreatics: A.D. Cantemir, M.V. Lomonosov,
A.P. Sumarokov]. Moscow: Maks Press.

11. Trediakovskiy, V.K. (2009) Sochineniya i perevody kak stikhami, tak i prozoyu
[Works and translations both in verse and in prose]. Moscow: Nauka.

12. Sumarokov, A.P. (1957) Stikhotvoreniya [Poems]. Leningrad: Sovetskiy pisatel’.
13. Uspenskiy, B.A. (2000) Tsar’ i imperator. Pomazanie na tsarstvo i semantika

tsarskikh titulov [The Tsar and the Emperor. The unction on the tsardom and the semantics
of the tsar’s titles]. Moscow: Yazyki russkoy kul’tury.

14. Lomonosov, M.V. (2005) Zapiski po russkoy istorii [Notes on Russian history].
Moscow: Direktmedia Pablishing.

15. Levitte, M. (2004) Oda kak otkrovenie: pravoslavnyy bogoslovskiy kontekst odi-
cheskoy poezii Lomonosova [Ode as a revelation: Orthodox theological context of the
Odomatic poetry of Lomonosov]. In: Slavyanskiy al’manakh. 2003 [Slavic Almanac.
2003]. Moscow: Indrik. pp. 368–384.

http://:@www.ruthenia.ru/document/534639.html%23p.3.



