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Abstract. The article deals with the specificity of using cases in teaching Rus-
sian as a foreign language (RFL) to the adults getting higher professional edu-
cation or studying Russian for personal goals. The research describes opera-
tional phases in the educational process of cases and presents the innovative
three-component model of the case. The model is based on features of teach-
ing Russian as a foreign language and takes into account the level of the lan-
guage proficiency, peculiarities of students and learning environment. The au-
thors define greatest challenges and positive aspects of using cases and lay
down their efficiency conditions. The structure of the case developed and pro-
posed in the article can be used in teaching any European language (with
some modifications connected with features of culture and everyday life of
this or that country). Efficiency of the method, proposed in the article, has
been tested at Omsk Tank-Automotive Engineering Institute in the groups
with the student number not exceeding 10 persons. The article formulates
general methodical requirements and conditions enhancing the productivity of
teaching Russian as a foreign language while using cases, positive and nega-
tive aspects of cases in methods of teaching Russian as a foreign language.
Keywords: a case; Russian as a foreign language; methods of teaching the se-
cond language; teaching communication; teaching interactivity.

Introduction

Among modern methods of teaching Russian as a foreign language the
communicative method has occupied the central position for several dec-
ades. Teachers aspire to teach a language not as a system (though it is an
essential component of the academic content of RFL), but as a mean of
communication, to teach oral communication. It means that in the course of
acquisition students should not only remember the language system ele-
ments, but form skills of productive speech as well, they should speak and
listen (that is generate and perceive texts) in communicative situations, ade-
quately estimating their conditions and features. In these context methods of
teaching RFL integrate a great number of interactive, communicative and
activity approaches and forms which make teaching and learning Russian
effective. The methods of case studies is one of these news methods. On the
one hand, the theory of case operation in teaching techniques is well-known
and developed; on the other hand, it should be updated regularly in the con-
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text of the changing world, education system requirements and the trainees’
demands. In this connection we would like to offer to teachers of a higher
school establishments and special (for adults) courses devoted to studying
RFL a new model of cases allowing to improve teaching process, to enhance
its quality and to improve the efficiency of a foreign language learning.

Research Questions

The method of cases is aimed at finding a solution to “a practically
important situation with the view of the conscious acquisition of the content
of the subject by the trainees” [1: 24]. In case of the higher education system
this approach focuses on the formation of competences necessary for realiza-
tion of the future professional work.

Using the method in our professional sphere — that of teaching RFL —
has its own specificity. It concerns both the structure of the case and features
of its applying in the educational process. That specificity stems from the
following: the ultimate goal of the case is development of communication
and text construction skills in a foreign language (even if professional termi-
nology becomes the material for the case). So special lexis does not appear
at all in the content of the problems taken as a basis of the cases (levels of
language mastery Al, A2, B1), or is found in the background (for levels of
language mastery B2, C1, C2). In other words, professional competences
development is not a goal in itself of the case method in RFL technique.

We will not dwell upon the general methodical requirements applica-
ble to the use of cases in a modern pedagogical science. Quite a lot has been
published about it of late. We are much more interested in the features,
which such a case reveals in RFL classes when their communicative poten-
tial comes to the foreground.

The use of the case within the limits of RFL assumes the following
stages:

1. Getting to know a concrete case, a communicative problem.

2. Accumulation of the necessary information in order to acquire skills
necessary for getting and estimating the information that will help in the
search of the right solution. At the initial stage of the case solution, a part of
the information can be provided preformed.

3. Consideration of possibilities of alternative solutions and develop-
ment of communicative skills in the course of the solution of communicative
problems.

The purpose of the case in teaching RFL — to promote communicative,
social and cultural competences of the students, studying Russian as a for-
eign language. This is achieved by creating speech situations, which are true-
life, as much as possible.
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Introduction of the method in teaching Russian as a foreign language
makes it is necessary to find answers to some important questions:

1) How should the case model in RFL in terms of the structure of the
speech situation look?

2) Is it possible for the case development to systematize all speech sit-
uations arising in the course of the students’ communication?

3) Can the cases allow implementing individual and split-level ap-
proaches in the course of teaching RFL? If it is possible, in what form?

4) What kind of preparation on the part of the teacher and on the part
of the trainees is necessary when using cases?

So before developing such cases one has to have a clearvision of the
task. It will make it possible even at the very elementary level to involve
students into the process of communication.

Firstly, trainees should understand clearly what kinds of problem they
are about to solve. It means that the simulated problem should correspond to
and correlate with the similar real life, educational or professional one,
which the trainee may well come across in their everyday life. If this condi-
tion is not met, the problem loses a very important motivational aspect with-
out which the efficiency of training can be called into doubt. Besides, when
constructing the problem it is necessary to designate those conditions under
which the communication will be carried out. Hence, the problem formula-
tion should be detailed. It can include the name of the participant of commu-
nication (your friend, the cashier, the seller, etc.), the communication place
(a hotel, a shop, a hospital and so on), an accurate description of the commu-
nicative problem (to ask, to specify, to tell, to sympathize, etc.), the commu-
nication time (this morning, every day, in the evenings, tomorrow, etc.) and
all kinds of further details necessary for efficient communication under the
specific proposed case.

Secondly, the case should include the minimum list of auxiliary lan-
guage or speech materials which could or should (depending on the level of
the language acquisition and abilities of a particular student) be used while
working on the case. These materials include words, phraseological units,
ready speech patterns or phrases.

Thirdly, trainees should know from the beginning what the practical out-
come of their work will be. It, as noted above, can be a newspaper, a card, a
presentation, a performance or something else. What is important is to be able to
create this product in the course of and / or as the result of the organized discus-
sion or to present it in class with its subsequent joint discussion?

Method

Participants. We would like to add that it is necessary to present the
problem so that the information in it has been accurately structured and visu-
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ally well perceived. It provides better acquisition of lexis and speech pat-
terns, allowing the correlation of the task content and possible variants of
their solutions. We have developed 80 cases and we used these exercises to
150 students over 3 years.

Materials and Procedure. Taking everything mentioned into consid-
eration we could recommend the following approximate model of the case.
We have developed this model of the case, implemented it in the educational
process:

1. The problem formulated by means of the text introducing the situa-
tion.

2. Key tasks and lexical and / or grammar material and speech pat-
terns, which partially or completely help to find a solution of the problem.

3. Something tangible (a newspaper, an album, Internet page, an audio
record and so on) the form of which a trainee ideas should take.

Let us consider some examples of cases for the students studying Rus-
sian at the elementary level:

Temotr «B cmonosoii. Menioy

Ketic «Konkypc Ha Jrydiiee MEHIO»

Manysna npuexana u3 Hukaparya u ceituac | — 3apaBcTByiite!

YUUTCS B POCCUHCKOM MEAUIIMHCKOM HH- — Jobpoe yrpo!

cruryre. Kaxxapiii nens Manyana XonuT B — J1oOpsiii neHb!

CTONOBYIO Ha 00ex. 3aech BcE Tak uHTepec- | — J{oOpsiii Beuep!

no! biroga HoBble, HEOOBIYHBIE! UTO B3STH

Ha 06en? Kak ckaszarb, 4To BBl XOTHTE? — Ckaxure, NOKaIyiCTa, 9To 3T0?

KinroueBbie 3amanHust:

1) Uto B CTOIOBOI OOBIYHO ST HA 3aB- — Ckaxure, NOKaIylcTa, 370..7

Tpak? Ha oben? Ha yKUH? MSICO

2) Yto BBl J1I00UTE €CTh Ha 3aBTPaK? Ha JUSGE

o6en? Ha yxun? canar

3) OtBetbTe Ha Bompockl: Kak mydie cpo- | puc

cuth 0 MeHi0? Kakue BapraHThl IPOCHOBI KapTOILKa

OynyT cambimMu yaaunbivu? [Touemy?

4) Bol — 3aBeyromuii (Ha4yaJIbHUK) CTOJIO- — VY Bac ecTb..?

Boii. [Ipuxymaiite Ha3BaHue Bawiei cTOIO- Kamia

BOH M COCTaBbTE MEHIO. KOMIIOT

5) [IpoBeaure xkoHKypc ‘Jlydmee MeHIO™ ¢ xJ1e0 ¢ Maciom

BAILIM APY3bAMH. KypuLa ¢ MACOM
Pyccras kyxus
MTMPOXKOK — IIUPOXKKH
OJIMHBI
HeJIbMEHH

(for readers who do not know Russian language)

Topics ‘In the canteen. The menu’
The case ‘The best menu competition’
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Manuela comes from Nicaragua and now is
studying at the Russian medical institute. Eve-
ry day Manuela goes to the canteen to have
dinner. Everything is so interesting here! New,
unusual dishes! What to have for dinner?
What do you say to express your preferences?
— Could you tell me, please, what thatis.

Key tasks:

1) What is usually served in the canteen for
breakfast / for dinner / for supper?

2) What would you like to have for breakfast?
for dinner? for supper?

3) Answer the questions: What do you say to
ask about the menu? Which variants of the
request will be the most appropriate? Why?

4) You are the manager of the canteen. Come
upwith the idea for the name of your canteen
andcompose a menu.

— Hello!

— Good morning!
— Good afternoon!
— Good evening!

— Tell me, please, is this..?
meat

fish

salad

rice

potato

— Have you got..?
porridge

stewed fruit

bread and butter
chicken and rice
The Russian cuisine

6) 5) Hold the competition ‘The best menu’ a pie — pies
with yours mates. pancakes
pelmeni

The example provided contains a problem situation: ‘How to find out
what there is today for dinner and how to order what you would like to have and
do it as correctly as possible?” Each of the trainees can offer alternate solutions
of the given problem.As a result of the discussion the most productive solution
is developed. At the same time, students have a possibility to approach the task
solution creatively and whilecomposing their own menu they can use not only
the material offered by the teacher, but also attempt to add something of their
own. Such anapproach will allow them to bemore convincing during the best
menu contest; the results will depend directly on the ability to defend proprietary
positions and to join the discussion process. It is quite probable that there will be
several winners. Thus all three stages of the problem are consistently realized:
1) getting to know a communicative problem; 2) accumulation of the necessary
information in order to acquire skills necessary for getting and estimating the
information that will help in the search of the right solution; 3) consideration of
possibilities for alternative solutions.

To reach tangible positive results the work on cases solution should be
a regular feature of RFL classes. For this purpose it is necessary to develop
the tasks, concerning the majority of the themes studied in the course as well
as systematize the situations where their use is possible. We have divided
such situations into three big groups: household, educational and profession-
al ones. Household situations are connected with the solution of communica-
tive problems arising daily in the trainees’ life in the sphere of everyday
communication (how to ask the way, to buy tickets to the cinema or some
medicine at the drugstore, how to call for a taxi, to get acquainted with a girl,
etc.). Educational situations are caused by communicative complexities in
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the sphere of getting education (how to borrow a book from the institute li-
brary, how to compose an autobiography for the office of the registrar, etc.).
Professional orientation tasks include the problems, which can appear in the
sphere of the future professional work of the students. The given type of
tasks in teaching RFL at the preparation course does not prevail, as the
teacher’s aim at this stage is to help form the skills of productive communi-
cations without reference to the profession. We would like to provide you
with an example of the ‘professional’ case as they are of the greatest difficul-
ty in studying RFL, because they demand specialized knowledge of the pro-
fessional sphere and quite a good command of the language both on trainees
and on teachers’ part:

Tema «Ooesxcoa. Dopma 00edxrcobl nonuyelicko2oy (2azema)

«Ceronus Ha noctpoeHuu Maitop ConoBeeB | hopma: MoBCeHEBHAs, ApaIHasi, SUMHSI,
crenai 3amMeyaHnue Kypcanty u3 Mopnanun | JieTHss
Axmety. OH He MO YUCTHI OABOPOT-
HUYOK M HE MOYUCTII OOTHHKH. Maiiop cka- | 0OMyHIHpOBaHUE
3ai: “Tel He Oeperxelib CBOKO (HOpMY, a 3Ha- | IMHEIb,
YHUT — He yBaxkaelb nonuuuo!” Kax momu- MaJbTO,
LEHCKHI TOJDKEH OTHOCHTBCS K (hopme? 1ai,
MYHZUP,
Knrouessie 3amanust: KHUTEIIb,
1. lenutcs nu Bama popmMa Ha HOBCEAHEB- | KYPTKa,
HYIO0, Iapa/IHyI0, 3UMHIOIO 1 JieTHIoI0? EcTh | TyXypKa,
JIM B BallIeH MONUIMK paboyast U mapaaHas OproKH,
¢dbopma onexpl? pybaiika,
2. Kakue npeaMeTsl oieXJpl BXOJST B Ballly | FalCTYK,
(dopmy (IIOBCEAHEBHYIO U MapaaHyt0)? KallHe,
3. PacckaxuTe 0 3HaKax OTJIMYMA B IONUIMU | IEPUATKH,
Balllel CTPaHbL. nosc,
4. TlognuiuTe NpeaAMETH OCKIbI MOJHLIEH- | MOSCHON peMeHb
CKOroO. 00yBb:
5. IlpencraBere cucTeMy MOTOH B BUJE Kap- | CaIlorH,
THUHOK M TOAIKCEH K HUM. OOTHHKH,
6. Cnenaiite obmuii rakar «Harua momu- MOMTYOOTHHKH
ueiickas popmay.
7. CrpocuTe y Ballero cocezia o napre o TOJIOBHO# yOOp:
TOM, Kakas y Hero ¢gopma. LIATKa,
[IHJIOTKA,
oeper,
bypaxka
IOTOHBI

(for readers who do not know Russian language)

Theme “Clothes. The policeman’s uniform” (a newspaper)

“Today on the forming-up Major Solov’ev |theuniform: undress, dress, winter, summer

has reprimanded Jordan cadet Ahmet. He did
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not sew on a clear undercollar and did not
clean up his boots. The Major told: “You do
not take care of your uniform, so you disre-
spect the police!” How should a police officer
regard his uniform?

Key tasks:

1. Does your uniform divide into undress,
dress, winter and summer? Are there dress
and undress uniforms in your police?

2. What articles of clothing are included into
your uniform (dressandundress)?

3. Tell about identifying insignia for police in
your country.

4. Put a name to the police officer’s articles
of clothing.

5. Present the system of shoulder boards in
pictures and captions to them.

outfit

a great-coat,

a coat,

a raincoat,

a uniform,

a uniform coat,
a field coat,

a pea jacket
trousers,

a shirt,

a tie,

a muffler,
gloves,

a belt,

a waist belt
shoes:
knee-high boots,
boots,

6. Make a general poster “Our police uni-|low shoes
form”.
7. Ask your desk neighbor aboutthe uniform

in his country.

a cover:

a cap,

a fore-and-aft cap,
a beret,

a cloth cap,
shoulder boards

Effectiveness of this kind of work depends not only on the regularity
factor but also on the fact that it is repeated throughout all levels of learning
Russian as a foreign language.In other words, at the elementary level it could
be a story about oneself in a newspaper format with pictures and a text. At
the first certification level, a presentation or an album accompanies the story;
the story could contain new information about the trainee (e.g., his vision of
himself in 10 years time).

In the process of a case compilation, a teacher, certainly, needs to fol-
low the requirements of the State Standards for Russian as a foreign lan-
guage [2] or other documents, regulating the educational content of Russian
as a foreign language. In other words, the level of the task complexity, its
lexical and grammatical content should comply with the level of the lan-
guage acquisition. However, it does not mean that a trainee has to use only
that lexis or that grammar, which is given in an exercise. A student is free to
make use of the wide variety of lexical and grammatical resources accessible
for him to cope with the task. In such situations, the case method facilitates
the problem solution by providing a supporting scheme / pattern. That cer-
tainly simplifies the process of finding the correct solution and at the same
time does not impose any restrictions.

Besides, cases can be used at different phases of the language acquisi-
tion: elementary, basic, the first certification, etc. It is the teacher’s aimis to
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represent tasks and a problem methodically correctly (taking into account
specifications, the trainee’s age and abilities).
For example, at the elementary level it could be a newspaper, a book-

let or a table:

Tema «Mosi cmpana / moil poonoii 20pody. Pexnamuvlii Oykiem

Crynent ['ancyx npuexan u3 Monronuu. A Tome — u3 Mo- | ctpana
3ambuka. Bor JIucb6an. On ¢ KyOb1. A ato Axmen u3 Mop- | ropon
JaHuu. .. CKOJIBKO CTpaH YYMTCS Ha CrielUaIbHOM (aKkyiab- | cTonuna
tete Hamero nacrutyra? bonsme 20! JlaBaiite myrerie- SI3BIK
crBoBath. Crenaiite pekiIaMHbli MPocHnekT ¢ nupopMaluei | okeaHn
0 CBOCHi CTpaHe M paccKakuTe 00 MHTEPECHBIX MeCTax, Iie | Mope
BbI COBETYeTE N0OBIBATh CBOUM JAPY3bSIM M3 APYrUX CTpaH. | peka
BOZIONIAT
KiroueBsie 3aganus: ropa — ropsl
1) Haiinure B untepuere gororpaduu, Ha KOTOPBIX €CTh My3eit
KPacHBbIE ¥ UHTEPECHBIE MECTA BAIlIeH POJIMHBIL. MAMSATHHUK

2) [logymaiite, 4To BB O HUX pacckaxere. [loyemy BbI co-
BETYyeTe M0eXaTh TYJa U YBUACTb 3TO «CBOUMHU IJIa3aMi»?
3) Crenaiite pexiamHbIii Oykiet (2—4 nucTa KapToHa).

HAIMOHAJIBbHBINA MapK
neizax

Hakneiite ¢pororpadun u Hamummre HHGOPMALIUIO 00 ITOM | IIYTEIIECTBOBATh

MecTe. KpacHBBIi
MOMYJISIPHBIN
HMHTEPECHBIN

(for readers who do not know Russian language)

Theme “My country / Myhome town”. Anadvertising brochure

Student Gansuh comes from Mongolia. Tomeis from A country
Mozambique. Here is Lisban. He is from Cuba. And thisis |a city
Ahmed from Jordan... Representatives of how many coun- | the capital
tries study at the special faculty of our institute? More than | a language
20! Let us travel. Make anadvertising brochure with the

information on your country and talk about interesting plac- |an ocean
es, which you advise your friends from other countries to a sea

visit. ariver

Key tasks:

1) Find pictures with beautiful and interesting places of your
native land on the Internet.

2) Think what you will say about them. Whydo you advise
to go there and see it “with one’s own eyes”?

3) Makeabrochure (2-4 cardboard sheets). Paste on pictures
and write the information about these places.

a waterfall

a mountain — mountains
a museum

a monument

a national park

a landscape

to travel
beautiful
popular
interesting

At the basic level, a product, which is necessary to create, could be

more complicated, for example, a collage:
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Tema «Moil HHCTUTYT» (KOJLIaXK)

«Kopx BonHyertcs. Buepa oH npuexan u3 AHToJbl B
Poccuro. HoBblit HesHakoMbli ropon Berperun JKopxka
CHETOM M MOPO30M. Y Hero emé HeT Ipy3el, U OH COo-
BCeM He 3HaeT MHCTUTYT. [ e cronosas? ' ne Gubnuore-
ka? ['ne on Oyzet yuntbesi? C kem OH OyneT KuThb B
OJHOH KOMHATE?»

KiroueBbie 3amanHust:

1) Hapucyit nnan uncruryra. Hanumm, uro rae Haxo-
nurcst? Oobsicuure JKopiKy, Kak MPOUTH B CTOJIOBYIO,
OHOIMOTEKY, TIe HAXOAATCS yueOHbII KOpITyC, CTa IHOH,
bacceliH, OOILEKHUTHE.

2) Chotrorpadupyii win HAPUCYHl HHTEPECHBIE MOMEHTBI
U3 KM3HU UHCTHUTYTA.

3) Co3paii koax, B KOTOPbIil BOMIYT pUCYHKH U HOTO
U3 KM3HU MHCTHUTYTA, ¥ MOAIKUCH K HUM. OOBsICHH, 1O~
4eMy Thl BBIOpaJl IMEHHO HX.

CTOJIOBast
yapHas

CTaoOH

bacceiin

OubIoTEKa

kade/ipa pyccKOro si3blka
KOpILyC

OOILIEKUTHE

yapHas

[OBEPHYTH HAJIEBO
MOBEPHYTb HAIPaBO
MIPOUTHU MPSIMO
ATy 1o (4ero?)

(uro?) Haxoaurcs (rae?)

(for readers who do not know Russian language)

Theme “My institute” (a collage)

“George is worried. Yesterday he arrived from Angola
in Russia. A new unknown city met George with snow
and frost. Hehas not madeany friends yet, and he does
not know the institute at all. Where is the canteen?
Where is the library? Where will he study? With whom
will he live in one room?”

Key tasks:

1) Draw the institute plan. Write, what and where is
situated. Explain to George how to gettothe canteen, the
library, where the teaching block, the stadium, the
swimming pooland the hostel are situated.

2) Take a photo or draw interesting momentsofthe insti-
tute life.

3) Create a collage, which will contain drawings and
photosof the institute life and captionsto them. Explain
why you have chosen them.

a canteen

a tea-house

a stadium

a swimming pool

a library

the Russian language department
a teaching block

a hostel

a tea-house

turn left

turn right

go straight ahead
go as far as (what?)

(what?) is situated (where?)

The first certification level of the language acquisition allows a trainee

to cope with the tasks that are more difficult than making presentations,
working with tables etc. At this level trainees may be involved in making
reports which take into account style requirements, filling up a form or giv-
ing an instruction:

Tema «IlyremecrBue. buner na camoner»

Wutepner
caifr

Ckopo KaHUKYJbI. Bl miaHupyeTe nmoexars I10MOH, 1Mo-
TOMY 4TO BIIEpE/IM JIBa MeCsLA OTAbIXA. BaM HyXHO 110

WHTepHery 3aka3arh OWIET Ha CaMoJIeT 0 Ballero poj-
HOTr'0 ropoza.
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KiroueBbie 3amanHust:

1. Haiinute B MHTEpHETE CaliT HY)KHOW BaM aBUaKOMIIa-
HUH, HATIpUMep «A3podaoTy.

2. Haiigute Ha caiite pasnen «[IpaBuia GpoHUpOBaHHS U
oruiathel Oueray. [Ipouunraiite ero. O0s3aTenbHO HO-
CTaBbTE TAJIOYKY, YTO BBl C STUMH IIPABHIAMH O3HAKOM-

JICHBI U COTJIACHBI.
3. Haiinure Ha caiire pazaen «Kymuts Ouner» win «3a-
OpOHHUPOBATH OHIIETY.

4. 3anonHUTe HY)KHbIE BaM TpeOOBaHMs B 3as1BKE Ha I110-
KymKy (OpoHupoBanue) Ounera (0TKyna, Kyaa, Ouier
«Tyzia 1 00paTHO» WM TOJBKO «Ty/a», AaTy OTIIpaBiie-
HUSI, KOJIMYECTBO OMIICTOB, KIIacC 00CITY)KMBaHHs, BAJIFOTa
OILIATHI).

5. VY3HaiiTe, B KaKie CPOKH HEOOXOIMMO BBIKYIIUTH OU-
JIeT.

6. CocraBbTe MHCTPYKLIHIO A7t ToBapuiei «Kak 3abpo-
HHUpPOBAaTh OMJIET HAa CAMOJIET»

OpOoHMpPOBATH / 3a0POHUPOBATH
OpOHb
OpOoHMpOBaHKE

IYHKT HAa3HAYCHHMS
KJ1acc 00CIy)KMBaHHs
— 9KOHOM

— KoMpopT

— OusHec

BAJIIOTA

O3HAKOMMUTBCA C ITpaBUIaMU
TMOCTaBUTH Ir'aJIOUKy

OINIaTUTh
oriara

BBIKYITUTH OpPOHB

HHCTPYKIHS

(for readers who do not know Russian language)

Topic “Travelling. The flight ticket”

The vacations are just round the corner. You plan to go
home, becausethere are two months of rest ahead. You
need to book the flight ticket over the Internet to your
hometown.

Key tasks:

1. Find on the Internet a site of theairline you need, for
example “Aeroflot”.

2. Locate the site section entitled “Rules of the reserva-
tion and the ticket payment”. Read it. Be sure to tick the
box that you have read, understood and agreed with these

rules. \/

3. Find the site section “Buy a ticket” or “Reserve a tick-
et”.

4. Fill in the necessary information concerning your flight
(where from, where, a return ticket or one-way ticket, the
departure date, number of tickets, a service class and
payment currency).

5. Find outthe information about the time periodin which
youhave to redeem your ticket.

6. Write out the instruction for your groupmates “How to
reserve the flight ticket”

Results

The Internet
a site

book / make a reservation
booking
reservation

a destination
a service class
— economy

— comfort

— business
currency

have a look at the rules
tick the box

to pay
payment

redeem a ticket

an instruction
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The results of the final phase of the experiment indicate a significant im-
provement of the quality skills through regular reference to case studies as
shown in Table 1 and Table 2.

Table 1
The results of the exam in the preparatory course (2013)
) 3] )
= = = oh = ]
150 students g g £ E 2 E
<
Az g S = 19 O
I - N A I S
@]
AVERAGE SCORE (maximum 5) 2.6 3.2 2.6 4.3 4.3 3.3
Table 2
The results of the exam in the second year (2016)
) 3] )
=i = = oh = ]
150 students & g -‘5 E = e
7 g S S Q S
I - B A I S
O
AVERAGE SCORE (maximum 5) 4 3.9 4 4.3 4.6 4

Creation of projects (newspapers, instructions, presentations, etc.)
should not become a goal in and of itself. This work should become the
means of language acquisition, helping to organize speech communication: a
story with the following discussion of its content, a discussion, a dialogue, a

role-playing game.
Conclusions and discussion

If you carefully analyze structural features and the content of the cas-
es, it is not too difficult to notice that their use in the teaching process has
advantages and disadvantages (for both the teacher and the student).

Benefits of the case method for the trainee:

1. Increase of motivation and interest in a subject.

2. Development of the trainees’ independence and commitment; they

learn to set realistic goals.
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3. The level of trainees’ knowledge, the width of their outlook and the
depth of their experience are expanded.

4. Better acquisition of the learning material.

5. Development of teamwork skills, social skills and the ability to pro-
vide feedback.

6. Formation of problem solving habits, foreseeing all possible conse-
quences of the decisions made, understanding the ways a problem may be
approached, decision — be made and substantiated.

7. Acquisition of the ways decisions are reached and rationalized.

8. Activation of trainees’ stand to social issues promoting stress re-
sistance and ability to respond to challenges.

9. Enhancement of trainees ability to experiment, hypothesize and find
evidence.

10. Accumulation of experience to work with the information, to solve
problems and to make decisions.

Benefits of the case method for the teacher:

1. Enrichment of the teacher’s creativity potential in the process of
search for new opportunities for material presentation.

2. Using the possibility of direct adaptation of scholarly advance stop
articular situations and conditions.

3. Integration of the teaching material within the frameworks of the
separate block at different levels (intersubject, metasubject and personal)
that allows to achieve several objectives simultaneously — training, educa-
tional, organizing and research.

Disadvantages of the case method:

1. Making a case and working with it is always a creative process, re-
quiring “erudition, pedagogical skills and time for selection of appropriate
actual information in which a professional situation is modelled and the body
of knowledge, know-how, which students need to acquire, is reflected”.

2. Impossibility to apply this method at the first phases of learning a
language. Application of the case method is in effective without first obtain-
ing necessary knowledge in the subject and the theme.

3. A certain level of the students’ training, such as primary team
works kills and the level of communicative competence, which is relevant to
the case.

4. High effectiveness of this method is contingent on its combined ap-
plication with other teaching methods.

In summary, the use of the cases requires some efforts from both a
teacher and a student. A teacher should prepare information, arrange it in a
proper way, define the tasks and think over the work system. A student
needs a lot of time for its realization. Most of ten it is possible to complete
the case only outside the classroom at self-instructional time for the subject.
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For the most effective work in the framework of the method, it is nec-
essary to consider a set of conditions, without observation of which the use
of the case method cannot be productive:

1. The realization takes a lot of time. Sometimes— to solve a case—
students need to give it the time reserved for self-instruction. It means that
the task should be represented in such a way that students would not have
any difficulties in understanding it. Certainly, it is necessary to give explana-
tions in class.

2. The wish to use modern methods of RFL teaching and the level of a
teacher’s professional competence. Cases take a lot of time and intellectual
resources (for both preparation and organization) as well as for careful pre-
meditation of the method place in the system of other teaching methods. As
a result not every expert is ready and eager to use this method.

3. Communicative experience of students and the group characteris-
tics. It is necessary to prepare the performance of such exercises psychologi-
cally. Students should not have a desire to laugh at the conversation partner
in the course of the solution or the presentation of the case. The teacher’s go
a lis to create a positive communicative atmosphere and willingness to suc-
ceed. It is especially important when the group consists of students from dif-
ferent countries.

4. Preservation of the proposed visual pattern of the case assuming its
division into two parts: informative (with the text description of the situa-
tion) and supportive (with the speech patterns and the words).Such a struc-
ture facilitates greatly the perception of the material at initial stages of study-
ing Russian as a foreign language.

5. Small student groups (no more than 10 persons).Otherwise not eve-
ry trainee can take part in the case solution, which means that the quality of
the material acquisition might leave much to be desired.

The authors believe that teaching Russian as a foreign language could
be characterized as interesting, communicative and successful provided a
competent teacher makes an effective use of combination of the traditional
teaching methods and the cases. It is necessary to pay attention to the choice
of suitable tasks, their accordance to the current reality, application of the
knowledge received in class and the students’ psychological readiness for
dealing with such cases. All these theoretical and practical issues should be
taken on board while determining long-term goals consisting in training in-
ternationally recognized and possessing necessary theoretical and practical
skills and knowledge specialists.
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