
 82.0
DOI: 10.17223/24099554/7/6

. 

, , 
:

.  « »

» (1814), -
, , 

, 
, -

, -

-
, 

, : 
, , 

 « », -

.
: , , ,

, « », , .

 1800–1810- . 

 « »: , 

 « »  « -
…» (1820). , 

 ( -
 [1.

. 365–370] .  [2. . 609–621]), 
 –

, 
, -

, 
 1810- . 

: 
 XVIII –  XIX . 



. 94

,  – -
, 

(« » ) -
 ( . 

.  « », 1803; . . -
 « », 1810; .  « », 1812:

:
, ,  –
.

!
 – :

, ,
, ! [3. . 246–247].

, , -
, -

 –  (« », « »), 
(« », « »),  (« »,

»)  (« »), ,
,  (

) , 

-
 ( ) 

. 
, -

 (XVIII –  XIX .), -
, 

-
 I , -

-
, 

 XVIII . -
 XIX .



, , 95

 – , 
. ,

, -
:
-

, -
-

. , 
-

, -
, -

 – , , 
. -

, 
, -

 « -
», . .

.  – -
, -

, -
 « » (1814), 

 « » -
, -

, -
-

.
,

 – , -
 « » 

, -
, : -

, , , ,



. 96

: 29  1814 . 
, ,

. , , -
 « », , -

 «29  1814»  « » [4.
. 97–106], -

: , -
,  – 

.

 « », 
: 

 « » -
 [5. . 67–76].

, …» – . -
 [6. . 382–383]. -

. , 
 « >»,  «

»  1813 . [7. . 26–30]):

,
, –

, , ! [8. . 278].

-
. -

 ( , ),
 ( ), -

,
, , ), -

 ( , ),
 (

 « », -
 « »): , 

. -
, 

, .
,



, , 97

 XVIII –  XIX .,
 I: -

, 
, , 

. . -
.  12  1810 .: « -

, , -
 <…>»  [9.  .  62];  :  «  –

,  //  »  [8.  .  278],
. -

 « » ( ):

, , -
,  ,  ,  -

, -
, 

,  [10. P. 325–326].

-
, ,

 – 

-
 ( -

-
 XIX .). 

, -
, , 

: «<...> -
,  [ ]

» [9. . 59].

, -
, . 

 –  – -

:

:

;



. 98

;
;

, ,
 <...> [1. . 311].

 – 
 – 

, 
-

, :

 « », 
», 

 « », -
 « »  « -

» .  « » (« »).
, , 

-
:

, ,
, ,

;

, ,
, ,

, ,  <...>
;

,
,

;

;
 <...>  ( .  – .) [1.

. 311–312].

-
, -

-
; 
, , -

, 



, , 99

, 
. -

 « », 
 1817 .:

, ! ?
,
 <...>

 [1. . 312],

 « » ( , 
 « »):

.
;

 –  <...>
,

 <...> [1. . 312].

 « » 
-
-

: , 
1814 ., .

-
, , -

:  1812 . -
: , ,

:

; –
, , 

,
:

, ,
 <...>.

 <...> [ ];

!»  [1. . 306, 310].



. 100

, , 
, -

: 
-

, , , -
 1765 . ; -

, 
, -

1557 . -
, , -

 «
» (  « »,

1824, . 9),  – . , -
-

:

;

, ,
;

,

.
:

 <...>
,  <...>

,

 <...>.

,
 <...>.

,
,

,
,

, .

 <...>
;

, 
,

;
, 

, ,  <...>
[1. . 306–310].

-
, 

, , -
, , 



, , 101

-
 ( ) 

 –  ( -
, -

) 
1803–1813 . , -

, , ,
, , , -

, .
,

, -

 1796 .), 
-

, -
. -

, 
 «

…», « …»  « -
»:

! ,
,

,  <...>
 – 

,  <...>
 – , ,

,  <...>
 – 

 <...>
 –  <...>

 <...>
, – ,

, ,  <...> [11. . 274–275].

, -
, -

-
,  XVIII . :



. 102

, 

-

. , , -
 1796 ., 

 – 
, 

.  1796 .  –
. 

,  I
-

, -
, -

. , , 
 1812 . -

-
. , ,  1796 

1812 ., 
, 

1812 . .
, -

, 
, 

 « -
» – , -

-

, -
, 

, , . -
-
-

. 
» 

:



, , 103

.
 – ! !

,
,

! [1. . 306].

, 

, -
-

, 
:

,

,
 – 

 –

! 
 <...> [1. . 310].

, 
: , 

-
-

:
, , 

,
,

, ,
,

,
, ,

,
, 

 <...>



. 104

, , ... ?..
,

,
! , 

 [1. . 313].

, -
, -

, , 
, -

, 
, -

-
, , 

, -
, -

: , , 
 « -

», 
.

 « » 
 « ». . -

 [12. . 491–493] .  [13. . 398–399] , 
-
-

. 
-

: 
-

, -
, 

, -
, -

 « », 
, -



, , 105

, -

. -

, -
 – , , , -

 –  – . 
.  « » -

, -
-

 « ».

1. . :  20 . .: -
, 2009. . 4. . 365–370.

2. .  // . 
:  20 . ., 2009. . 4. . 609–621.

3. . . .; .: . , 1964.
. 246–247.

4. . 1814. . 74,  6. . 97–106.
5. .

.  « » // :  45- -
. . :, 1992. . 67–76.

6. . :  3 . / . . . ., 1886. . 3.
. 382–383.

7. . 1813.  5–6. . 26–30.
8. 1790–1810- . .: , 1971. . 278.
9. . . .: . « -

», 1895. . 62.
10. Les douze Vierges dormantes. Poëme de M. Joukofski // Le Conservateur

impartial. 1817.  63. P. 325–326.
11. . . .: , 2002. (
. ).

12. . . :  « -
». ., 1904. . 491–493.
13. .  XVIII 

XIX . .: . , 1955. . 398–399.

THE NATIONAL, THE IMPERIAL, THE COLONIAL AS A FACTOR OF
PRIVATE LIFE: V.A. ZHUKOVSKY’S EPISTLE “TO VOEIKOV”

Imagologiya i komparativistika – Imagology and Comparative Studies, 2017, 1(7),
pp. 93–107. DOI: 10.17223/24099554/7/6

Lebedeva Olga B. Tomsk State University (Tomsk, Russian Federation). E-mail:
obl25@yandex.ru

mailto:obl25:@yandex.ru


. 106

Keywords: Zhukovsky, national verse epic, lyrics, epistle, “To Voeikov”, eleginess,
subjectivity.

In the hierarchy of the classical genres of the 18th – first third of the 19th centuries,
the leading position belongs to the national verse epic that never gave Russian literature
any recognised samples. The reason to it was the ideology of personalism assimilated by
the Russian culture of the Modern Times in the process of its Europeanisation. It contra-
dicted the traditionally despotic character of Russian statehood. The interiorisation of geo-
politics and its transformation into a factor of the personal life of a private person is
emblematically represented in the epistle “To Voeikov” (1814) by V.A. Zhukovsky, a
consistent statist in the ideological position, yet one of the most self-conscious lyricists of
Russian literature. In a sense, the epistle displaced the idea of the poem “Vladimir”, which
was thought to be a model of the national epic.

At all the levels of poetics, the lyrical and epic elements of the epistle are in constant
interaction. Its compositional core is the structure of a lyrical subject, uniting a private
person, a citizen of his country and a poet. First of all, the atypical plot attracts attention: it
is an appeal to the semi-legendary, semi-historical personality of Prince Vladimir of Kiev.
Many associative parallels connected him with all the key epochs of the formation of the
Russian mentality and Russian statehood. Parts of the plot were significant “laboratory”
auto-reminiscences from “The Tale of Igor’s Campaign” (Yaroslavna’s Lament)
Zhukovsky soon translated and from the ballad “Vadim”.

The modern battle epic is also reflected in Zhukovsky’s epistle, but not in an objec-
tively narrative, but in an intimate lyric manner: the motifs of memories of the war of 1812
are introduced into the epistle through the biography of the addressee. Voeikov’s postwar
journey in the interpretation of Zhukovsky creates a powerful associative field of potential
reflection on the historical shaping of state borders and on the formation of the territory of
Russia, contemporary with the two poets, in the course of its national liberation wars (from
Batu to Napoleon) and conquering campaigns (from the epoch of Ivan the Terrible to the
Treaty of Gulistan that ended the Russo-Persian war of 1803–1813.
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