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The author discusses the problem of the adaptation of Russian media to new
socio-political and economic conditions. For targeted argumentation, an overview of
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the practices of international, federal and regional media is provided. Information
commercialisation, dependence on owners, focus on sensationalism, decline of ana-
lytical journalism allow asserting that journalism is moving away from fulfilling its
mission – social dialogue and civic consciousness formation – in society. Journalism
serves the narrow-group interests of political elites. To overcome the crisis, an effec-
tive state policy is needed in this media sphere. The professional community and its
creative associations are ineffective. The Union of Journalists of Russia should take
on the role of the trade union, the “guild regulator” of the media system on the princi-
ples of professionalism and responsibility.
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