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Abstract. Based on the material of articles and speeches by Henry Kissinger in the period from 2014 to 2023, the author 
makes an attempt to systematize his approaches and views on the Ukrainian crisis. After a brief introduction, the author 
proceeds to analyze Kissinger's views on the causes of the conflict and his vision of possible ways to resolve it. The 
article defines the concept of Ukraine as a "bridge" state between the West and Russia, proposed by Kissinger in 2014, 
and highlights the evolution of his views on the non-aligned status of Ukraine over the course of the conflict. The author 
notes that initially Kissinger maintained a moderate position towards the Ukrainian crisis. So he believed that Ukraine 
should not join NATO, but at the same time it should be able to form its government in accordance with the will of the 
Ukrainian people and join any economic unions, including the European Union. After the start of the Russian special 
military operation, he changed his views. An analysis of his article "How to Avoid a New World War" published in 
December 2022 in the British magazine The Spectator, allowed the author to come to the conclusion that Kissinger put 
forward a combined approach to the Ukrainian crisis. In particular, he proposed that Ukraine give up the territories 
occupied by Russian troops until February 24, 2022, in exchange for the possibility of joining NATO. At the same 
time, he urged the West not to seek to inflict a military defeat on Russia in Ukraine, as this could lead to the collapse 
of the entire international security system due to the inability to predict the consequences of this defeat inside Russia. 
Along with this, Kissinger, in his approach to the Ukrainian crisis, expressed concern about the rapid development of 
military technology as an additional trigger for disrupting global stability. The active use of high-tech means during 
the conflict in Ukraine (combat drones, hypersonic weapons), according to Kissinger, requires the creation of a separate 
narrative for negotiations. The author comes to the conclusion that the evolution of the views of Kissinger's reaction to 
the Ukrainian crisis is linked to the possibility of its expansion, which could potentially lead to a new world war, which 
requires considerable flexibility and willingness to conduct diplomatic negotiations at any stage of the conflict to avoid. 
Keywords: Henry Kissinger, Russia, Ukraine, NATO, conflict, deterrence, diplomacy, settlement 
 

For citation: Zamanapulov, D.M. (2025) Henry Kissinger's approaches to the 2014–2023 Ukrainian crisis. Vestnik 
Tomskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta – Tomsk State University Journal. 511. . 112–117. (In Russian). doi: 
10.17223/15617793/511/11 
 

 
 

     -
 ,    . -

       
     -

       

 .     -
 .      

      
    -

,   .  
  ,   

       



 . .       2014–2023 . 

113 

    . -
  . ,    -

    ,   -
 ,       -

  ,     -
   .  

  .    
    -

    , -
      
,       .  

     -
 .      -

      , 
      -

-  ,     
   .    -

    .  
  ,     -

       -
       -

 .    -
   2014 .       

      
      

 .       
      

.       
2014–2023 .  

 ,      -
  .    -

   ,   
  ,      -

      ,  
        -

     .  
    , 

  .   ,  
       
 .    -
, . ,    -

  ,    
     -
,       

    .     
   «  -

»,  . , .   
   I   -

 ,     -
 .     -

 «  : ,   
   1812–1822 » [1]  
      , 

      
      

   .     « -
» .  ,   

«  »   , 
    : «    

       -
» [2. C. 67].  

       , 
.  ,     -

 «       -
 :       

  ,       
  .    -

   ,  «   -
      
-   ,    II 

,   ,    
     -

» [3. C. 74].   .  
       

     , -
   .    
 .     , 

    -
    .      

   . 
 ,      

   , .   -
 ,      ,  

 ,       
     -

 . 
     -

    . -
   ,    -

  ,     
      -

     -
 .      

   ,   
 ( , , )  -

       -
,     .  -
,     .  

     -
    .    -

 ,   . -
      -
 . . . ,     

     ,  -
      

,    . . : «  -
     ?» [4. C. 373].  

  . ,   -
  realpolitik,   -

      
    . 
,        -

      –  -
  .  .   -

  . . ,    
   .   

     [5. 
C. 180],      

      
   . , 

       
 .    .  



 / History 

114 

 .   
    2014 . 

 
  2014 .    -
 ,    -

     
  .      

. ,    2014 .   -
    «  » [6].   

   « »,  -
  ,   «     -
,         

(  vs . – . .) –   -
    » [6].  .  

:       -
,   ,    -

      ,   
«       ,  

     .   
    ,   
  1709 .,    

.   –   
    –   -
    ,  . 
   ,   

   ,   , 
     -

  ,  , » [6]. 
   ,   . -

,    ,   -
     -

      -
 ,      -

  .  
     .  -
     -
.     -

   , ,  
 ,    , 
     -

    [6].    
.     -

 ,      
    -
    [6]. . -

 ,  «     
23 ;   XIV .    -

 . ,     
  ,    -

 .    -
   ,   

      
     , -

  ,  » [6].  
   .   : 
   ,   

    , «   -
        

».     ,   
,       

    ,  -
    , -

 ,      
  . .    -

  . .  «  -
»,      -

  ,    -
     [6].  

    «  » . -
     -

 : 
1.       

    ,   
  . 

2.      .  
3.      -
 ,   .  -

     -
 ,    . 

       -
       -

,      -
  . 

4.      
   .  

     
      .  

       
  .    -

   ,    -
  .   
       

    
   [6]. 

  .  ,    
     

  .    , -
     ,   -

,     [6].  
 ,   2014 .   -

     -
,     , 

    «    
  »   2014 ., 

     2015 .  , -
  , .   -

   .  -
       -

   ,   -
   ,  -

 ,      
      -

  . ,   
   . . , 

  «    -
  » «    

   » [7. C. 31].     
        

,      
      -



 . .       2014–2023 . 

115 

  .    -
        
. ,     -

     ,  -
    «  -
 »   ,   «  

    - -
      » [8].  

    -
    , 

     .   -
      

2021 .       
     .  -

     -
          -
      -
,     [9].  -

     -
 (   , -
  ,  ),  -

        
       -
 ,    

     .  
 

  .   
   

 
      -

     
   .      -
     -
 ,       -

 . .    
      
   « »   

2022 .    «  -
    » [10].  

   , .  
   -  , -

      . ,  
  ,    1916 .  

     
    -

    status quo.  « , -
         
,      

  .     -
          

  » [10].   «  
         

 ,    -
   .    -

 . -   
   .   . -

      
     , 
  .    

,   ,   

 ,   ,    -
» [10]. 

 , .     
    -

 ,      -
, -     . 

      -
    , .   

  ,  «  ,  
      -

,   ,    
  ,     -

» [10].     
. ,     

  , ,  -
        «  

   » [10].     
   ,   -

  .    -
, .  ,  «   -
     ,    
,         

» [10].      . -
 ,       
    24  2022 .  

       
,   ,     

    [10].  
     

.     . 
  ,  «      

      
     , 

      
.  ,  

      
       

 ,     -
    » 

[10].     ,  -
      

  ,  , 
  ,     

.  ,     
 .  .    

     -
,  ,    -

     
.  ,  ,     -

 ,      
« »       

    -
  [10].    -

,   . ,    
    .   

    ,   . -
,       -
 ,   -

         
  [10].    . -



 / History 

116 

   ,   -
  ,   -
     «   

     -
 » [10].   , -

      -
,    ( )  -
   .    .  
  «     -

,    -
      ,  

        -
 ?» [10]. 

 ,   « » -
   . ,  

 ,    -
 .  ,   -
       -

   ,   
  .    -

   ,      
    , 

      -
 .        -

      
. .  ,  « -

      -
       -

       
  ,    ,   

  ,   -
,   » [10].  , . -
     

 ,     
       

   .  
 

 
 

    .   
 ,     -

.  
    .  

  ,  -
       

   ,     -
  .      -

       -
 «  »   .  

    .   
  ,   -

,   ,  ,  -
 –      . -

      ,  -
        -

 .    .  -
   « »    

       
. ,  ,   

,     ,   -
      80% -

 ,       -
.      -

     -
 –   ,  ,   

   ,    .
 

  
 

1. Kissinger H. A World Restored: Metternich, Castlereagh and the Problems of Peace, 1812–1822. Echo Point Books & Media, 2013. 376 p. 
2.  . . . : , 1997. 847 . 
3.  .  . . : , 2016. 512 . 
4.  .  .   . . : : CORPUS, 2016. 624 . 
5.  . . . .      //  . 2003.  2 (25). . 180–183. 
6. Kissinger H. How the Ukraine Crisis Ends // Henry Kissinger’ Website. URL: https://www.henryakissinger.com/articles/how-the-ukraine-crisis-

ends/ (  : 07.02.2024).  
7.  . .  :    //     . 2021.  4 (53). . 31–42. 
8. Remarks by President Biden at the 2021 Virtual Munich Security Conference // The White House. February 19, 2021. URL: 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speechesremarks/2021/02/19/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-2021-virtual-munichsecurity-confer-
ence/ (  : 07.02.2024). 

9.            ( ) //  -
   . 17.12.2021. URL: https://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/1790818/ (  : 07.02.2024). 

10. Kissinger H. How to avoid another world war // The Spectator. 17.12.2022. URL: https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-push-for-peace/ (  
: 07.02.2024). 

 
References 

 
1. Kissinger, H. (2013) A World Restored: Metternich, Castlereagh and the Problems of Peace, 1812–1822. Echo Point Books & Media. 
2. Kissinger, H. (1997) Diplomatiya [Diplomacy]. Translated from English. Moscow: Ladomir. 
3. Kissinger, H. (2016) Mirovoy poryadok [World Order]. Translated from English. Moscow: AST. 
4. Plokhiy, S. (2016) Poslednyaya imperiya. Padenie Sovetskogo Soyuza [The Last Empire: The Fall of the Soviet Union]. Moscow: AST: CORPUS. 

624 p. 
5. Dodin, E.Ya. (2003) G. Smit. Shakhmatnaya doska istorii Genri Kissindzhera [G. Smith. The Chessboard of Henry Kissinger's History]. Vestnik 

kul'turologii. 2/25. pp. 180–183. 
6. Kissinger, H. (2024) How the Ukraine Crisis Ends. Henry Kissinger's Website. [Online] Available from: 

https://www.henryakissinger.com/articles/how-the-ukraine-crisis-ends/ (Accessed: 07.02.2024). 
7. Solov'ev, E.G. (2021) Minskie soglasheniya: na grani sryva [Minsk Agreements: On the Verge of Collapse]. Rossiya i novye gosudarstva Evrazii. 

4/53. pp. 31–42. 
8. The White House. (2021) Remarks by President Biden at the 2021 Virtual Munich Security Conference. February 19. [Online] Available from: 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/19/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-2021-virtual-munich-security-
conference/ (Accessed: 07.02.2024). 



 . .       2014–2023 . 

117 

9. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. (2021) Dogovor mezhdu Rossiyskoy Federatsiey i Soedinennymi Shtatami Ameriki o 
garantiyakh bezopasnosti (proekt) [Treaty Between the Russian Federation and the United States of America on Security Guarantees (Draft)]. 
December 17. [Online] Available from: https://www.mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/1790818/ (Accessed: 07.02.2024). 

10. Kissinger, H. (2022) How to avoid another world war. The Spectator. December 17. [Online] Available from: 
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-push-for-peace/ (Accessed: 07.02.2024). 

 
  : 
 . . –     -      

    .  . .     ( , ). E-mail: dz750@mail.ru 
 

     . 
 
Information about the author: 
D.M. Zamanapulov, senior research fellow, Georgy Arbatov Institute for U.S. and Canada Studies of the Russian Academy  
of Sciences (Moscow, Russian Federation). E-mail: d.zamanapulov@iskran.ru 
 
The author declares no conflicts of interests. 
 

    13.02.2024;  
   09.10.2024;    28.02.2025.  

 

The article was submitted 13.02.2024;  
approved after reviewing 09.10.2024; accepted for publication 28.02.2025. 


