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Abstract. The aim of the work is to identify and show the presentation markers of the image of Grigory Potanin in the 
collective perception of his contemporaries and the historical policy of his descendants. Achieving the aim involves the 
use of memory studies tools. The memorial theme in the works of A. Assmann and M. Holbwachs is understood in the 
semantic aspect and is expressed in textual forms. Since the focus is on an outstanding historical figure, we consider it 
heuristic to use the methodology of anthropological materialism developed in the works of L. Feuerbach. The approach 
is aimed at understanding a person and his images, revealing the facets of personal and professional virtues through 
their perception by other people with their own worldview. The author shows that the pre-revolutionary periodical press 
became a channel for producing information about Potanin's travels and scientific discoveries. It is emphasized that the 
image of Potanin as an ideologist and leader of Siberian regionalism was actively constructed during the period of 
social cataclysms generated by the elements of Russian revolutions. Politicization of public opinion, obviously, created 
a demand for a regional program and a search for one's own regional identity. It was revealed that the 80th anniversary 
of the famous Siberian became the most active time for the presentation of the bright image of Potanin as an expert in 
the life of the peoples of Asia and Siberia, a great ascetic of science, a talented educator. In the pages of regional 
periodicals of that time, the famous scientist and public figure was understood as a symbol and archetype of the 
development of a special macro-region – Siberia. It is shown that recently several full-fledged biographical materials 
have been published with the author's approaches and interpretative techniques for understanding the scale of Potanin's 
personality. The central agent in the construction and representation of Potanin's image are academic circles. The state 
in the person of its bodies and officials plays a lesser role in this process. It is concluded that the associates and like-
minded people of the outstanding Siberian constructed a positive image of the educator based on narratives about his 
achievements in research work, travel, personal qualities, democratic worldview, humanistic values, and devotion to 
the regional ideology. The dynamics of commemorative practices and the integration of the image of Grigory 
Nikolaevich Potanin into cultural memory and historical policy increased sharply on the wave of democratization in 
the 1990s. Recently, the number of places of memory of the outstanding Siberian has increased. More and more new 
publications about him appear. The bright image of the famous Siberian public figure is represented as a visual and 
spiritual-cultural pattern in the sign-symbolic matrix of the memory of descendants and the collective perception of 
contemporaries. 
Keywords: G.N. Potanin, Siberian regionalism, cultural memory, historical policy, Siberian life, democracy, 
commemoration 
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